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Reflection  
 

"We become what we love 
and who we love shapes 
what we become. If we love 
things, we become a thing.  If 
we love nothing, we become 
nothing. Imitation is not a 
literal mimicking of Christ, 
rather it means becoming the 
image of the beloved, an 
image disclosed through 
transformation. This means 
we are to become vessels of 
God´s compassionate love 
for others.” 

These words by St. Clare of 
Assisi could have come from 
our Mother Foundress.  They 
explain in graphic language 
the importance of our 
charism and call.  We are to 
become the image of our 
Beloved.  By our adoration--
our reciprocal loving gaze— 
we become whom we love.  
Then we proclaim that love.  
We carry that image of Love 
incarnate in our very being 
and share that love with all 
whom we meet.   

Through our love of Him and 
our living that Love for and 
with others, we extend the 
incarnation of Love in this 
world.  Is there anything else 
to be said? 

 

Contributions for The Word Lives may be sent to Sister Rose Miriam at  
SecretaryGeneral@iwbscc.org by the 20th of each month. 

IWA –CORPUS CHRISTI VISIT THE MOTHERHOUSE 

During Catholic Schools Week, January 28-February 1, IWA Corpus Christi 
students visited the Motherhouse. Sr. Martha O’Gara led the visitors in prayer 
after which they had lunch with the Sisters and toured the house including a visit 
to the Heritage Room.  
 

Sr. Brenda Thompson presented a power point program to the Fifth 
Graders,  who brought their lunches with them.  They met the Sisters, and 
interviewed them with prepared questions during lunch. 

CONSECRATED LIFE SPIRITUALITY DAY 
 
The Office of Consecrated Life sponsored a Spirituality Day for Consecrated 
persons in the Diocese of Corpus Christi on February 2

nd
. Dr. Ben Nguyen, 

Canonical Counsel and Theological Advisor for the Diocese, spoke about the 
current “scandal” in the Church. A scandal is positive when it leads us more 
deeply into the Mystery of Christ and a re-evaluation of our lives. A scandal is 
negative when it is a moral failure that misleads someone to sin or to 
misunderstanding of what is true. Even if we are right, our reaction to scandal 
can be scandalous. We are to respond in a way that repairs the scandal, 
restores justice, and reforms the offender. We are to respond through the eyes 
of Love as St. Joseph did after learning of Mary’s pregnancy. (Mt 1, 18-21) 

2019 JUBILARIANS HONORED 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On National Religious Vocations Day Sisters from various Congregations in the 
Corpus Christi Diocese were honored on the occasion of their Jubilees. Bishop 
Michael Mulvey celebrated the Eucharist at the Cathedral for the occasion. All 
Sisters who were present processed in with the Jubilarians. The Incarnate Word 
Sisters who were honored were (L-R) Srs. Catherine Brehony (70 years), Jude 
Janecek (60 years) and Anna Marie Espinosa (50 years).  



MINISTRIES 
CORNER 

March 2: Leadership Meeting 
 

March 16-17: Spring Assembly 
 

April 13-14:  Pre-Chapter Meeting 
 

June 9-16:  Annual preached                 
  retreat  
 

July 18-20:  Generational 
gatherings 

 

EXECUTIONS IN TEXAS  
 

Thursday, March 28: 
 Patrick Murphy, Jr. 
 
Thursday, April 11: 
 Mark Allen Robertson 
 

You are invited to join in prayer with 

the Sisters of the Incarnate Word, 
5201 Lipes Blvd., at 6:00 p.m. on 

days when prisoners are scheduled 

to be executed by the State of 
Texas, and for the victims and the 

family members of the victims.   

PEACE AND JUSTICE CORNER 
 

Every racist act—every such 
comment, every joke, every 
disparaging look as a reaction to 
the color of skin, ethnicity or place 
of origin—is a failure to 
acknowledge another person as a 
brother or sister, created in the 
image of God. In these and in 
many other such acts, the sin of 
racism persists in our lives, in our 
country, and in our world. 

-US Catholic Bishops 
 

+  +  + 
“No one leaves home easily or 
without cause. No one says 
goodbye to family and friends 
without regret. No one embarks on 
a dangerous journey without fear. 
Conflict, violence, and extreme 
poverty push migrants from their 
homes and cause parents to risk 
everything for the sake of their 
children.” 

-Carol Zinn,  SSJ 
 

+  +  + 
I know now through science and 
spirituality that every negative 
thought of mine is going to go out 
beyond me and impact the larger 
world in some way.  

–Joyce Rupp 
 

+  +  + 
The hunger of one is the shame of 
all.  

–an African proverb 
 

 

+  +  + 
We must be bridge builders who 
call the diverse members of our 
society to common ground, with 
shared values focused on the 
common good. 

-Bishop  David Zubik 

MESSAGE FROM MIKE MADDEN 
(MOTHERHOUSE MAINTENANCE DIRECTOR) 

 

My dear friends, I cannot believe 
over 11 years has passed us by. As 
this chapter in life closes, I would like 
to thank each of you for an enjoyable 
and wonderful experience. I have 
great memories etched into my mind 
and heart. The example you all set 
was heart-warming. I so much looked 
forward to spending my time with 
you. I sincerely appreciate the 
latitude and freedoms I was given in 
accomplishing daily tasks. 
 
The compassion and support you 
allowed me in dealing with my wife’s 
illness was beyond belief. No other 
employer would have been as 
understanding. A true mark of 
compassion and love that Sue and I 
will never forget. 
 
I will always treasure my time spent 
with you all and I hope to see each 
and every one of you in future visits. 

NAZARETH DE MATELS  
 

The De Matel Nazareth level 
(Elementary 1

st
-5

th
 grades) met on 

Saturday, January 12, 2019. The 
group was welcomed by Srs. Jo Ann 
Saenz and Rosa Ortiz, and by De 
Matels Alexa Mendoza (Galilee 
level, high school/college) and Mily 
Mendoza (Middle School level).   
 
The focus of this first gathering of 
the year was understanding and 
becoming a missionary disciple of 
Jesus, the Incarnate Word.  The 
group listened to, prayed, reflected 
and discussed Mt 28:16-20.  It was 
amazing to experience the 
reverence displayed by the children 
and to hear their insightful responses 
to this gospel passage!  Other 
activities included drawing this 
gospel passage; praying and holding 
the Nativity images; going out to the 
Grotto to pray and take pictures.  
The Nazareth De Matels who 
participated were Jeremy Perez, Ava 
and Gabriel Herrera, Reggie and 
Raylynn Garza.  They were 
encouraged to invite friends to join 
the group.  The next Nazareth De 
Matel meeting is scheduled for 
February 16, 2019, from 1-3 p.m..   

GENERATIONAL GATHERING IN VICTORIA 
 

Sr. Annette has asked Sr. Lou Ella 
Hickman to join Sr. Clare Underbrink 
of Victoria and Sr. Carol Tobler of 
Cleveland to be on the Generational 
Gathering Committee to be held in 
Victoria in July. 

"In this establishment, I, who am the 
Incarnate Word, will make an 
extension of my Incarnation. I will 
dwell with you, and you shall see my 
glory equal to that of the Father who 
begets me amid the divine splendor 
before the day of creatures. You will 
see me full of grace and truth, to 
accomplish in you and in my Order 
all the promises I have made you, 
that now I make to you and that I will 
make you." 

OG-01, Jeanne Chézard de Matel, First Draft 
Autobiography 1596-1641, Ch 45, p. 172.



WEAVING CULTURES-ENTRELAZANDO CULTURAS 

Sisters Marilyn Springs, Theresa Nguyen, Agueda Oviedo and 
Rosa Ortiz attended WEAVING CULTURES-ENTRELAZANDO 
CULTURAS at MACC (Mexican American Catholic College) in San 
Antonio, TX, February 5-7, 2019.   

WEAVING CULTURES-ENTRELAZANDO CULTURAS is a two-
year “pilot” program that seeks to provide:   

 educational and formational experiences;  

 consultative and coaching services;  

 and specially designed resources for international 
Congregations of women religious who are intentionally 
responding to the opportunities and challenges of growing 
cultural and generational diversity in their communities.   L-R: Sisters Theresa Nguyen, Rosa Ortiz, Agueda Oviedo, 

and Marilyn Grace Springs at Weaving Cultures. 

Some of the program’s specific aims are:  

 deepening a respectful awareness of cultural identity and diversity;  

 better understanding of cultural differences in communication styles and power perceptions;  

 identifying cross cultural competencies for effective and respectful service / ministry in diverse settings.  
 
Only seven Congregations of Women Religious were selected to participate. The other six are:  

 Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, American Province (PHJC),  

 Sisters of Mercy of the Americas (RSM);  

 Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word, Houston (CCVI);  

 Society of Saint Teresa of Jesus (Teresianas);  

 Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (Cabrini), Guadalupe Province;  

 Sister Servants of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, IHM, from Scranton, Pennsylvania.  

 Participants came from the following countries:  Angola, Argentina, Columbia, Guatemala, Ireland, Mexico, Nigeria, 
Philippines, Spain and the United States. 

The presenter of this first three-day intensive workshop was Fr. Anthony Gittins, (CSSp).  The group shared and 
bonded through opportunities in creative intercultural prayer experiences, liturgy, social gatherings, meals, 
congregational presentations, discussion and dialogue in both small group and large group settings.  Three more three-
day sessions at MACC are scheduled for September 3-5, 2019; February 4-6, 2020, and September 8-10, 2020. 

Sisters Agueda Oviedo and Rosa Ortiz also attended the pre-workshop “Intercultural Competencies,” which 

addressed the conscious and unconscious values and attitudes that effect a person’s ability to relate and work with 

people of various cultures. 

Sr. Mary Anne Pagano (pictured right) won a Valentine basket filled 
with candy from The Villa, an assisted living residence. Sr. Mary Anne 
goes weekly to The Villa to play the piano for the residents while they are 
at lunch. Then she goes to the Alzheimer's Unit to play there. This 
Valentine raffle was held to support Alzheimer's education. 

Sr. Mary Anne’s music ministry includes time with the IWA Middle Level 
during their weekly Mass, service at St. Patrick ‘s and other parishes for 
Sunday and other special Masses when needed,   



VALENTINE DAY CELEBRATION 
 
The Motherhouse community has new neighbors at the 
Elan Corpus Christi Assisted Living, a senior lifestyle 
community recently opened. Two residents and their 
caretakers joined us for a Valentine Day celebration in 
the afternoon of February 14. Delicious refreshments—
including chocolate of course—were offered to the 
visitors and Sisters. We look forward to exchanging 
stories and laughs again another day.  

IWA FIFTH GRADERS AT LUNCH 

IWA SENIOR GIRLS AT PRAYER (BELOW) 
IWA SENIOR BOYS AT PRAYER (RIGHT) 

Motherhouse Scrapbook of Memories 

SATURDAY MEETING WITH THE NAZARETH DE MATELS  


