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Reflection  
 

True concern should be for our 
salvation and our neighbor's.  

These words from Mother de 
Matel’s spiritual journal pinpoints 
the mission of this newly founded 
Order. Writing two years after her 
initial attempt at composing a 
Constitution for her daughters, she 
basically identifies our mission with 
the mission of the Incarnate Word.   

His mission?  To save us from a life 
of fear, selfishness and sin through 
steadfast gift of unconditional love 
under all circumstances.  Faced 
with hatred and experiencing the 
violence that resulted in his death, 
the incarnate Word of Love could 
not—would not—respond in kind.  

This enduring love brought Him 
through death to a life so unlimited 
we can only describe it as “risen.”  
Our Baptism into his death also 
serves to introduce us to this same 
resurrection.  A resurrection that 
enables us to live relationships 
built, not on fear, but on love--no 
matter the circumstances. 

Concern for our salvation calls for 
commitment to live this kind of love.  
For our striving to live unlimited 
love will bring us to  unlimited life. 

Concern for the salvation of our 
neighbor is a matching effort. 
Perseverance in offering love may 
appear as acceptance, forgiveness, 
healing, protection.  Whatever the 
offering, through it we invite them 
into that circle of love that both 
receives and gives.  

Thus, like the apostles of old, we 
can and do  serve the mission of 
the Incarnate Word by responding 
to all experiences and treatment 
with life-giving love. 

 

Contributions for The Word Lives may be sent to Sister Rose Miriam at  
SecretaryGeneral@iwbscc.org by the 20th of each month. 

 

2019 SPRING ASSEMBLY HIGHLIGHTS 

Sr. Irma Gonzalez, a member of the 
Reunification Committee, presented a Power 
Point report on the work of the Committee. Their 
next meeting will be in May. 

All of our Sisters met for our Annual 
Spring Assembly March 16-17. Sr. 
Annette Wagner planned and led the 
Assembly around the theme of an article 
on cultural realities by Mark Clarke 
entitled: Culture: an essential element 
impacting congregational transformation. 
Reflection and sharing on our cultural 
realities reminded us that change is 
ongoing but does not affect our charism. 

Six groups of six Sisters 
each met during the 
session for prayer, faith 
sharing and reflection on 
our cultural transformation 
and growth. (R) 

(L) Srs. Judith Marie Saenz and Raquel 
Newman presented an evening Power Point on 
the Society of the Incarnate Word—its history, its 
members and its present status.  

Srs. Marilyn Grace Springs, Rosa Ortiz, Agueda Oviedo and Theresa 
Nguyen reported on a new program they attended at MACC in San Antonio 
called WEAVING CULTURES - ENTRELAZANDO CULTURAS. They helped us 
to reflect on our own efforts at being truly intercultural.   

Srs. Rosa Maria Ortiz, Mary 
Anne Pagano and Theresa 
Nguyen led us in a 
delightful sing-a-long and 
piano music to end Saturday’s 
meetings. We also enjoyed 
refreshments including ice 
cream and Kahlua in honor of 
St. Patrick’s Day. 



MINISTRIES 
CORNER 

 

April 6:   Leadership Meeting 
 

April 13-14 : Pre-Chapter meeting 
 

June 9-16:  Annual preached                 
  retreat (Motherhouse) 
 

July 18-20:  Generational    
  gatherings 
 (Gomez-Palacio, Victoria) 

 

Executions in Texas  
 

Thursday, March 28: 
 Patrick Murphy 
Thursday, April 11: 
 Mark Robertson 
Wednesday, April 24: 
 John William King 
Thursday, May 2: 
 Dexter Johnson 
 

You are invited to join in prayer with 

the Sisters of the Incarnate Word, 
5201 Lipes Blvd., at 6:15 p.m. on 

days when prisoners are scheduled 
to be executed by the State of 

Texas, and for the victims and the 

family members of the victims.   

Sr. Anne Brigid Schlegel received 
her 500 Volunteer Hours pin at 
Spohn South’s Volunteer luncheon. 
Sr. Brenda Thompson has 989 
hours, just a little short of the 1000 
hours mark. The two Sisters work at 
the Information Desk on Fridays 
and assist with other projects 

+ + + 

Sr. Anna Marie Espinosa, 
Vocation Director, attended the 
Vocation Discernment Retreat, 
Profundo Encuentro/Profound 
Encounter, sponsored by the 
National Catholic Sisters Project 
March 7-10 in San Antonio, TX. 
Thirty-two (32) young adult 
discerners participated in the retreat 
held at the Hilton Airport. Fifteen 
minutes of reflective silence were 
given after each presentation. Large 
group sharing followed small group 
sharing. The Holy Hour was another 
opportunity for silence. Saturday 
afternoon retreatants were could 
choose to participate in a prayer 
session with art, with dance, with 
music, or with nature. Liturgies were 
beautifully planned. Archbishop 
Gustavo Garcia-Siller presided at 
the Sunday liturgy. Please keep 
these discerners in your prayer. 

March 12-14 Sr. Anna Marie was in 

Chicago for meetings with the 

NRVC Finance Advisory Committee 

and with the NRVC Development 

Director. The Finance Committee 

welcomed three new members. 

Then they reviewed financial reports 

and the proposed 2020 budget.   

PEACE AND JUSTICE  
CORNER 

Politics is an essential means of 
building human community and 
institutions, but when political life 
is not seen as a form of service to 
society as a whole, it can become 
a means of oppression, marginal-
ization, and even destruction. 

-Pope Francis 

+++ 
Justice that love gives is a 
surrender. Justice that law gives 
is a punishment. 

-Mahatma Ghandhi 
 

+++ 
The only thing Jesus excluded 
was exclusion itself.  

–Fr. Richard Rohr 

+++ 

Joy does not deny that there is 
woundedness and brokenness in 
the world. Joy affirms the 
goodness in the world and the 
mercy of God while stating that 
suffering and death will not have 
the last word. 

-Michelle Sherman 

+++ 

Now there is a final reason I think 
that Jesus says, ‘Love your 
enemies.’ It is this: that love has 
within it a redemptive power. And 
there is a power there that 
eventually transforms individuals. 

-Martin Luther King 

+++ 

The yearning God has for us and 
we for God seems to grow 
stronger as we experience 
ourselves in this time of upheaval 
and darkness.  

-Mary Southard 

Sr. Marilyn Grace Springs has 
completed all requirements for  
her Ph.d. in Educational 
Leadership. She will graduate 
Cum Laude this spring from St. 
Thomas University in Miami, 
Florida. 



The paschal mystery…is a process 
of transformation within which we 
are given both new life and new 
spirit. It begins with suffering and 
death, moves on to the reception of 
new life, spends some time grieving 
the old and adjusting to the new, 
and finally, only after the old life has 
been truly let go of, is new spirit 
given for the life we are already 
living.  

–Fr. Ron Rohlheiser 

L-R: Srs. Irma Gonzalez, Colette Brehony, Anna Marie Espinosa, Bishop Flores, Theresa 
Nguyen, Vianney Uyeno, Jane Frances Ambrose, SHSp and Mary Anne Pagano 
 

Following the annual Little Bit of Mexico program by Villa Maria students, 
Bishop Daniel Flores joined the Sisters for a repast. 

[Jeanne’s biographers) have stated that she was of medium height; 
with a dignified, noble bearing; regular profile and facial features; an 
evenly-proportioned body. Her qualities: facility of speech, admirable 
memory, upholding the monarchy as befitted a patriotic French woman, 
erudite, familiar with current theological teaching, adept at reflecting on 
her feminine condition, having a firm, tenacious will, delicate sensibility, 
sincere, etc., lived with humble modesty, great meekness and 
simplicity. Always disposed to serve others, she was treated with 
benevolence by those who dealt with her. She was affable towards all, 
despising no one, considering herself worthy only of the contempt of 
others. She possessed a very singular love for sincerity and, being so 
sincere herself, she never employed ambiguity. 

They also hold that she was among the number of elite souls whom 
Providence chooses from time to time in order to reanimate in the 
world the love of God Who gives his Son in the mystery of the 
Incarnation. 

-Positio I, p. XII 

Blessed Easter 

to All! 

Portrait of Jeanne by celebrated 
Flemish painter Philippe of Champaigne 


