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SR. ANNETTE’S REFLECTION  
 

    Jesus Christ drew mankind     
    Himself by the things that 
  really should turn them away:  
       the Cross and ignominy. 

 

With this reflection, Mother de 
Matel points to an important truth:  
the consummation of the Mystery 

of the Incarnation is found in the 
Paschal Mystery. 
 
Beginning with the original blessing 
in the Garden, Salvation History 
traces God’s consistent intention for 
an intimate relationship with those 
created out of love.  Scripture 
describes the many ways those 
showered with divine love could 
not…would not… did not know how 
to accept...respond to unconditional 
commitment from the divine. 
 
Such is the pattern the Incarnate 
Word experienced.  Compelled by 
His own nature of love, the Son 
joined us in our human existence.  
Taking on the “flesh” of humanity, 
Jesus experienced all the 
limitations—both personal and 
social—of his contemporaries.  
Included in those limitations were 
the selfish prejudices, suspicions, 
jealousies, hatreds and injustices 
that are still directed toward one 
another today.  In this way He truly 
“died for our sins.” 
 
Yet the divine love 
never   
faltered.  Absorbing  
all the abuse thrown  
at him, He simply  
returned only love 
and forgiveness. 
   
Love and forgiveness  
that we now understand 
generates life eternal. 
   
   As those called to be 
   extensions of the  
   Incarnation, can we   

 

REUNIFICATION COMMITTEE MEETING  

Members of the Reunification 
Committee met at the Corpus Christi 
Motherhouse, March 13-15. Those 
present were: Sisters Mary Rose 
Kocab, Margarita Marίa Dibildox, 
Mary Esther Gamboa, Felipa 
Couoh Pisté, Petra Garcίa 
Sanchez, Irma Gonzalez, Oliva 
Hernández Peña, and Stephanie 

Marie Martinez. 

I invite and exhort all the Sisters of the four Incarnate Word communities to love 
one another, assist each other, and maintain an intimate union in their lives. 

Fr. Stephen Denis, 1849 
- in Fire That Resurges, P. J. Penaud, p. 324 

Holy Family Catholic School held their 3rd 
Annual Gala/Dinner/Dance at Sokol Hall on 
Saturday, February 29th.  This year's theme 
was Cowboy/Western.  All classes participated 
in the Silent Auction with every item being 
sold.  Sr. Theresa Nguyen, Holy Family's 
Computer Teacher/Librarian designed a 
PowerPoint presentation of donors who 
contributed to the gala, and presented Silent 
Auction items contributed from each class.  Sr. 
Marilyn Springs, Holy Family's principal 
opened the gala with a welcome and prayer, 

and invited everyone to a great dinner of brisket with all the trimmings.  Sr. 
Marilyn would like to thank all those who attended the Gala. 

On March 1, 2020, Sr. Lou 

Ella Hickman directed the 

Lenten Associates retreat 

which was held in Sarita.  The 

theme of the retreat was 

twofold: the cross, its history 

as a symbol and its spirituality 

and the Stations of the Cross, 

their history and their 

spirituality.  The day included 

breakfast, Mass, and lunch. 

Debbie Tamez, Co-Director,  

provided blessed holy cards with a picture of a set of Stations. When Sister Lou 
Ella passed them out, she asked all the Associates to sign their names on the 
holy cards as a commitment to ask three young people to consider a religious 
vocation during Lent as well as a pledge to pray in solidarity with someone who 
carries a great burden.     

Left—Members of the Reunification 
Committee join other Sisters for a break at 
the Corpus Christi Bayfront 



MINISTRIES 
CORNER 

 

2020  
 

June 13: Leadership Installation  

June 14-21: Chapter Retreat  

June 22-29: Chapter of Affairs  

 

2020 Scheduled Texas Executions  
Prayer vigil gathering 

 
 

Monday:        January 13 
            Travis Runnels 
Wednesday:  January 15 
            John Gardner 
Thursday:      February 6 
             Abel Ochoa 

+ + + 
Wednesday:  March 11 
             Carlos Trevino 
Wednesday:  March 18 
            John Hummel 
Wednesday:  March 25 
            Tracy Beatty 
Wednesday:  April 29 
            Billy Wardlo 
Wednesday:  May 13 
            Randal Mays 
 

You are invited to join in prayer with the 
Sisters of the Incarnate Word, 5201 
Lipes Blvd., at 6:00 p.m. on days when 
prisoners are scheduled to be executed 
by the State of Texas, and for the 
victims and the family members of the 
victims.   

PEACE AND JUSTICE CORNER 
 

Falling into complacency is easy. 
Complacency means believing 
that nothing I can do will make a 
difference instead of discerning 
where I may be able to act for 
justice, especially for those most 
vulnerable among us. 

-Sr. Rose Marie Tresp, RSM 

+  +  +   

In a world that is unfortunately 
afflicted by the virus of 
indifference, works of mercy are 
the best antidote.  

-Pope Francis 
 

+  +  + 

The greatest threat to our planet 
is the belief that someone else 
will save it.  

–Robert Swan 
 

+  +  + 

"We are not dealing simply with 
an 'absence of comprehensive 
immigration reform,' but rather a 
presence of demonizing rhetoric 
and abusive, violent policy 
directed at a group of human 
beings who are denounced as 
dangerous or worse by top 
elected officials."  

–Cardinal Blasé Cupich 
 

+  +  + 
If we don’t learn how to move 
past our fears, we will not be able 
to host conversations or become 
active on behalf of this troubled, 
still beautiful world.  

–Margaret Wheatley 

+  +  +   

The call to holiness requires a 
firm and passionate defense of 
the innocent unborn. Equally 
sacred are the lives of the poor, 
those already born, the destitute, 
the abandoned and the 
underprivileged, the vulnerable 
infirm and the elderly exposed to 
covert euthanasia, the victims of 
human trafficking, new forms of 
slavery, and every form of 
rejection.  

– Pope Francis 

Incarnate Word Associates in 
Brownsville have been helping 
Friendship of Women, a non-profit that 
helps women and children forced to 
leave home, often due to violence. 
Associates donate money and items 
the non-profit needs. These are 
donated regularly throughout the year. 
Please pray for families broken by 
violence.  

PRAYER FOR A PANDEMIC 
 

May we who are merely inconvenienced 
remember those whose lives are at 
stake. May we who have no risk factors 
remember those most vulnerable.  
 
May we who have the luxury of working 
from home remember those who must 
choose between their health and making 
the rent. May we have flexibility to care 
for our children when the schools close 
remember those who have no options.  
 
May we who have to cancel our trips 
remember those who have no place to 
go. May we who are losing our margin 
money in the turmoil of the economic 
market remember those who have no 
margin at all.  
 
May we who settle in for quarantine at 
home remember those who have no 
home. As fear grips our country, let us 
choose love. During this time when we 
cannot physically wrap our arms around 
each other, let us find ways to be the 
loving embrace of God to our Neighbor. 
Amen. 

-Cameron Bellm 

…in a sublime manner, all creatures are 
in Jesus Christ. In Him, all has been 
atoned for and perfected… 

OG-04, Jeanne Chézard de Matel, Spiritual 

Journal I, Ch 94, p. 559, Holy Saturday 1634 



THE HOMECOMING 

 

The spirit, newly freed from earth, 
is all amazed at the surprise 
of her belonging; suddenly 
as native to eternity 
to see herself, to realize 
the heritage that lets her be 
at home where all this glory lies. 
 
By naught foretold could she have guessed 
such welcome home; the robe, the ring, 
music and endless banqueting, 
these people hers; this place of rest 
known, as of long remembering 
herself a child of God and pressed 
with warm endearments to His breast. 

 

 

Sister Mary Juliane Kuntscher, I.W.B.S. 

January 12, 1937-March 22, 2020 
 

Sister Mary Juliane Kuntscher (Rosalie Marie), second of ten children (six daughters and 

four sons), was born January 12, 1937, to Frank John and Margaret Marie Remlinger 

Kuntscher in Vattmann, Texas and died peacefully in Corpus Christi, March 22, 2020. 

 

Rose Marie studied under the Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament at Our 

Lady of Consolation School, second through eighth grades.  She attended Riviera High 

School during her freshman, sophomore and junior years. After working in Corpus Christi 

during the summer of 1954, Rose Marie attended Incarnate Word Academy, graduating as 

Valedictorian in 1955.   

 

On August 14, 1955, Rose Marie entered Incarnate Word Convent, professing first vows 

June 3, 1957, and perpetual vows August 14, 1960.  

 

Sister Juliane earned her Bachelor of Science Degree in Biology from Webster College, 

Webster Grove, Missouri.  She earned her Master of Arts Degree in Education from Ball 

State University, Muncie, Indiana. 

 

Sister’s teaching experience included the following schools in Corpus Christi: Cathedral, Sacred Heart, Saint Patrick and Christ the King 

Elementary schools; Incarnate Word Academy Junior High and High School, and Archbishop Oscar Romero Middle School.  She 

also taught in St. Gertrude School in Kingsville; Villa Maria High School and Incarnate Word Elementary and Junior High Schools 

in Brownsville. She served in CCD and summer programs in Corpus Christi, Violet, Brownsville, Port Isabel, Beeville and San 

Juan. Adult ministry included Bible Study Programs in Wisconsin and the Migrant Program in Minnesota. In her later years, Sister 

Juliane considered herself privileged to serve those in need, those on the edges of society. 

 

In Houston, at Casa de Esperanza, Sister Juliane cared for children at risk ranging from infants to six years. “These children are in 

such need of a secure place in which they can receive the basic needs of nurturing and nourishment within a peaceful and non-

threatening environment,” she said. “It was such a blessing to help them overcome distrust and fear and to see them grow in 

confidence and wonder.” 

 

She cared for the homeless of the South Texas area at the Mother Teresa Shelter from 2003 to 2007. “The people who come to the 

Mother Theresa Shelter are appreciative of the help and concern shown for them and for the acknowledgement of their individual 

dignity as persons loved by God,” she said. “When I see any of them about town, they are so happy to see someone who had 

known them at the Shelter.” 

 

Within her Incarnate Word community, Sister Juliane served as Director of Postulants and Novices, as Brownsville Sister-in-

Charge, Councilor and Secretary of the Incarnate Word Convents in both Corpus Christi and Brownsville.  Elected a delegate to 

the Congregation’s General Chapter. Sister also served on various congregational committees and commissions. She served as 

Secretary General of the Congregation of the Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament, June 2008 to June 2016. 

She then assumed some of the internal duties 

needed at the Motherhouse. 
 

Completing sixty years of consecrated life, Sister 

Juliane celebrated her 60th Jubilee of Religious 

Profession in 2017. On that occasion, she 

commented, “I enjoy the privilege of being a 

Sister of the Incarnate Word, and I thank God for 

the opportunity to reach out to people in different 

walks of life,”   

 

A memorial Mass will be scheduled for a later 

date when the celebration of public Mass is 

permitted.   

 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to The 

Sisters Retirement Fund, 5201 Lipes Boulevard, 

Corpus Christi, Texas, 78413. 


