


2022 SCHEDULED TEXAS EXECUTIONS | PRAYER VIGIL GATHERING

Wednesday | February 8, 2023
John Balentine

Tuesday |March 7, 2023
Gary Green

Tuesday | January 10, 2023
Robert Fratta

Wednesday | February 1, 2023
Wesley Ruiz

So I say to you, Ask and it will be given to you; 
search, and you will find; knock, and the door 
will be opened for you. 
        Jesus Christ

Every morning we are born again. What we do 
today is what matters most.

Gautama Buddha

Whenever we encounter another person in 
love, we learn something new
about God.

Pope Francis

Peace and Justice 
Corner

Leadership Team meetings are held on the 
second Saturday of the month.

DATES TO REMEMBER
December 11, 2022
Associates’ Advent Retreat

March 25, 2023
Spring Assembly

April 15, 2023
Jubilee

You are invited to join in prayer with the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word, at 6:00 p.m. on days when 
prisoners are scheduled to be executed by the 
State of Texas--for the prisoner, the victims and the 
family members of both prisoner and victims.

During our Advent Scripture Readings, we are reminded 
again and again of our loving God’s promise to send One 
who would complete the divine work of unity within 
diversity: Visions of “natural enemies” in the animal 
kingdom living peacefully together.  Promises of nations 
with cultural differences and those involved in political-
military conflict joining to celebrate the God Who is Love. 
All to be accomplished by the One Who will be sent. Yes, 
we are fed with hopes of a life-giving, reconciling Presence.

During the Christmas and Epiphany Season we are 
reminded how God keeps promises! For the Source of All 
Good has sent the Divine Word of Love in human flesh: 
Jesus of Nazareth—born of Mary, claimed as son by her 
husband Joseph. Born at a time and in a place that had no 
natural reason to expect any good news. Born when only 
the promise of God could offer hope.

Today’s headlines remind us—once again—that our only 
real hope lies in the loving and reconciling Presence. A 
Presence who waits to be welcomed into our hearts; wants 
to guide our thoughts and decisions; will direct our actions 
toward reconciliation, acceptance, compassion, unity. 

As we celebrate God’s continual keeping of that original 
promise, let us commit ourselves to live the Christmas 
spirit all year, for God is with us—always!

Sr. Annette’s Reflection

The Word Lives will be a quarterly 
publication. It will be published at 
the end of each quarter.

NEWSLETTER UPDATE
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“ALL IS GRACE: Finding the HOLY in Daily Life” Women’s Retreat Saturday, 
July 9, 2022, four Incarnate Word Sisters participated in facilitating a 
Women’s Retreat for four small parishes. The retreat took place at the 
Incarnate Word La Parra Assembly Hall. Over thirty women attended 
the “ALL IS GRACE: Finding the HOLY in Daily Life” retreat. The women 
participants came from Our Lady of Guadalupe in Sarita, TX, Sacred 
Heart Mission in Ricardo, TX , Our Lady of Consolation in Vattman, TX, 
and Our Lady of  Guadalupe Mission in Rivera, TX. Sister Rosa Maria 
Ortiz (Corpus Christi) and Sister Mary Clare Underbrink (Victoria) 
presented the material for the retreat and Sister Jo Ann Saenz (Corpus 
Christi) and Sister Liliane Janda (Victoria) did the behind-the-scenes 
set up for the retreat.

The retreat included: an Opening Prayer with song and movement, 
an icebreaker, presentations, small group discussions, time for quiet 
and reflection, creative response to presentations, the celebration of 
the Eucharistic liturgy, presided by the pastor of these parishes and 
missions, Father Andy Sensenig, OMI, and a simple closing prayer and 
blessing by Fr. Andy. The presentations centered on finding GOD in all 
events and situations of life—the joyful, mundane, painful, humorous, 
at work, prayer and play—in every aspect of our human experience, 
God provides us with opportunities to find Him and contemplate God’s 
grace in every moment of our lives.

Hearty fellowship was enjoyed by all during the marvelous lunch 
provided by the parishes. Half of the proceeds from the “love offering” 
provided by the retreatants was sent to support the needs of the 
Sisters in Kenya, especially the needs of the Sisters in Initial Formation.

Women’s Retreat
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“One Word, Many Voices” set the theme for XXIV International 
Reunion of the Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament, 
held July 18 -21, 2022, at the Pax Christi Liturgical Retreat Center.

Superior General, Sister Annette Wagner, IWBS, host of the Corpus 
Christi community, welcomed Sisters and Associates physically 
and virtually present from communities around the world, asking 
blessings on all to grow closer together in the heritage of the 
charism of the Order, founded by Venerable Jeanne Chézard de 
Matel, and in the appreciation of the many cultural gifts brought to 
shared life in the Incarnate Word congregations.

Also celebrating the 150 years of the arrival of the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament in Corpus Christi, 
representatives from congregations in Gómez Palacio, Durango;  
Guadalajara, Jalisco;  Mixcoac and Tlalpan, Mexico City;  and 
Teziutlán, Puebla  in Mexico, and from Cleveland, Corpus Christi, 
Houston, San Antonio, and Victoria gathered in actual and virtual 
activities to share reflection, prayer, meals, and play. 

In the opening ceremony Monday evening, Sister Elizabeth 
Close, IWBS, led a procession of persons from each congregation 
representing a culture reflected in their group. Dressed in cultural 
attire, those in procession placed candles of different sizes with 
ribbons of different materials to emphasize the Incarnate Word 
Order’s unity in diversity. The International Reunion’s logo, a book 
with readings from Venerable Jeanne Chézard de Matel, and the 
Scriptures completed the Enthronement of the Word ritual.

A liturgy guide booklet printed in English and Spanish was 
followed for daily Morning and Evening Prayer and the Eucharistic 
Celebration in the Jesus Christ, Our Peace Chapel, with music 
by Sisters, Associates, and special guest, Ray Paz.  Prayers of the 
Faithful were offered in various languages, including Swahili, 
Spanish, and Vietnamese. On Wednesday, July 20, 2022, Most 
Reverend Wm. Michael Mulvey, STL,DD, Bishop of the Diocese 
of Corpus Christi, was presider and homilist at the Mass.  He 
encouraged the congregation to be people of hope, strong in the 
belief that the Incarnate Word is God made flesh living among us. 
“Our role is to be witnesses to Jesus Christ, wherever we are, in all 
our activity”, he said. “Our mission is rooted in the Word of God. 
Are you being Jesus in all you do, say, think?” he asked. “We are to 
be the Incarnate Word in each situation.” 

Morning and afternoon Zoom Sessions connecting groups in 
St. Joseph Hall and around the world focused on the theme of 
Interculturality, a term used to describe a community that highly 
values equality, respect, freedom, and mutuality, and intentionally 
fosters reciprocal relationships, working toward a community  that 
shares and trusts.  Presentations by Australian Bishop Tim Norton, 
SVD, were translated from English to Spanish by Sister Maureen 
Leach, OSF, and Lupita Alvarado for those with headsets and for 
gatherings in Mexico. Zoom host, Sister Lisa Laguna, DC, coordinated 
the presentations and response from the various groups, and Sister 
Addie Lorraine Walker, SSND, facilitated the sessions. Sisters Anna 
Marie Espinosa, Maria Irma Gonzalez, Rosa Maria Ortiz, Judith 
Marie Saenz, and Emma Marie Stillman helped translate, as table 
groups responded to the presentations.

Special activities included photos of each participating 
congregation, an ice cream social, bingo, a visit to the Padre Island 
National Seashore, an outdoor Texas Barbecue, a visit and tour of 
the Motherhouse in Corpus Christi, and a special closing dinner 
with Mariachi entertainment at The Bay Jewel Event Center. All 
meals were catered by Cristina Ortega, owner of Citrus Bistro. 

The International Reunion Co-Chairs were Sister Anna Marie 
Espinosa, IWBS, and Sister Agueda Oviedo, IWBS. Planning 
Committee members included Janel Benavides, Monica Gatlin 
and Patti Yaklin. This committee was available throughout the 
meetings and planned activities, and took care of the needs of 
the visiting groups. Incarnate Word Associates served on various 
committees and were especially helpful in registration, hospitality, 
and transportation for the visiting groups.

Sister Anna Marie Espinosa said, “The International Reunion 
was an amazing experience. Sisters and Associates of all eleven 
Congregations of the Incarnate Word family, and some great Corpus 
Christi staff, came together in person and via Zoom for a marvelous 
and meaningful time. We loved Bishop Tim Norton’s presentations 
which inspired and challenged us. Our discussions and faith sharing 
helped us deepen relationships. The social events sparked great 
fun and joy among us. We are one in the Incarnate Word; our 
many voices give diverse expression to God’s incarnate love and 
joy. Grateful to be called by Christ to live for Him, nourished by His 
Spirit of unity in diversity, onward in mission we go!”

By Sister Michelle Marie Kuntscher
XXIV IWBS International Reunion



“The XXIV International Reunion was a special moment in history 
that we were able to experience together,” said Sister Martha Ann 
Snapka. “Giving opportunities to be the warm, gracious, loving 
presence of the Incarnate Word to one another, it was an exciting 
and enjoyable time, giving hope for the future.”

“The theme of our International Reunion was greatly enriched 
and experienced by the in-person and virtual presence and 
participation of our Sisters and Associates from Africa, Europe, 
Mexico, and the USA,” said Sister Martha O’Gara, who served 
in Nakuru, Kenya. She also worked with the International 
Reunification Committee on writing the new constitution and 
secondary documents that will be submitted to Rome for approval.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
On Thursday afternoon, representatives from the leadership groups 
met to discuss topics concerning all, including the progress of the 

cause for canonization of Venerable Jeanne Chézard de Matel, 
foundress of the Order, which was later presented in a fuller form 
to all participants. Those not in leadership had the option to shop. 
After lunch, Sisters visited the Motherhouse by bus. All participants 
joined in the closing dinner at the Bay Jewel Event Center. 

In closing remarks, Sister Annette recognized and thanked those 
who planned and carried out the  Reunion activities.  Superiors and 
representatives of the various congregations thanked the Corpus 
Christi Sisters and Associates for the wonderful experience and 
for their hospitality. One of the Prayers of the Faithful summed up 
the hope for the future of the Sisters of the Incarnate Word and 
Blessed Sacrament: “For all present at this International Reunion, 
that as we embrace the necessity for interculturality, we will be 
strengthened to face any challenges with hope enabling us to 
rejoice as we respond to the needs of our time.”



Commitment to Reunify the Order of the Incarnate Word
and Blessed Sacrament
Seven Incarnate Word leadership teams spent July 
22 through 24, 2022 at Pax Christi Retreat Center in 
discussions, decisions, prayer and play. Congregations 
headquartered in Mexico— (Gómez Palacio, Guadalajara, 
Mixcoac, Teziutlán, Tlalpan) and Texas (Corpus Christi, 
Victoria) are committed to reunify the Order of the 
Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament as originally 
intended by their Foundress, Venerable Jeanne Chézard 
de Matel.  

During their time together, these leaders traced progress 
in providing the needed documentation to petition the 
Holy See for canonical recognition of the Order of the 
Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament. As members of 
the same Incarnate Word family, they shared prayer and 
faith, using resources from the writings of their Mother 
Foundress. And after a full day, they enjoyed a movie, a 
visit to the Bay front, quiet conversations. By the end of 
these three days, each Sister knew that they had grown 
closer together and that they were much closer to their 
goal of reunification.

Surrounded by the Sisters of the Incarnate Word and 
Blessed Sacrament, family, friends and Associates, Sister 
Anna Hien Le made her first profession of vows as a 
Sister of IWBS on August 6, 2022 at the Motherhouse on 
Lipes Blvd. Msgr. Michael Howell presided over the Mass. 
Msgr. Thomas P. Feeney, Father Dominic Hoan Nguyen, 
Father Joseph Tung Tran, and Father Peter Nghi Pham 
concelebrated.

The gathering was an opportunity for family and friends 
to celebrate this important step with Sister Anna and 
to come together as one. Guests mingled and shared a 
wonderful lunch prepared by Sister JoAnn Saenz, Mia 
Diaz and Katina Roberson.

Sister Anna said, “I have received a lot of love, support 
and blessings from many people on my journey of 
consecrated life. Today the joy is increased double, joys 

in your presence and prayer in this ceremony. This is a 
special gift of God the Father through the Holy Spirit to 
come upon me. I am inspired by our foundress, Venerable 
Jeanne Chézard de Matel, when she mentioned in her 
writing: ‘My Lover, You are my God, and I give thanks to 
you; O my God, I extol you.’ “

Sister Anna Hien Le, IWBS Makes Her First Profession of Vows
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The Diocese of Corpus Christi held the concluding assembly of their Eucharistic Congress on Saturday, 

June 25, 2022. Sr. Annette Wagner co-hosted the event with Fr. James Stembler. Also attending were 

Sisters Marian Bradley, Maria Elizabeth Brehony, Elizabeth Close, Martha O’Gara, Rosa Ortiz, Mary 
Anne Pagano, Judith Marie Saenz, Marilyn Grace Springs and Anna Lee. The two key-note speakers in 

the morning were the Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Christophe Pierre, who spoke of the Eucharist in the 

context of the miracle at Cana; and Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller of San Antonio, who spoke of the 

Eucharist as Food for the People.

Eucharistic Congress

Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament 
participated in an Interculturality Workshop with Fr. 
Anthony J. Gittins, CSSp., on Saturday, September 24, 
2022, at Incarnate Word Convent in Corpus Christi. Father 
Gittins challenged participants to face the urgent task of 
identifying and learning the skills and virtues necessary for 
living as an intercultural community, which is the Gospel 
call to conversion. Three guiding principles are: 1) the call 
to build a home where all can live and where everyone 
belongs; 2) God creates differences; therefore, different 
is good; and 3) God created an inclusive community (Gen. 
3:8), but in every culture, humanity or original sin divide 
community and opposes people, a “cultural flaw” which 
undermines harmony and peace. 

Intercultural living, radically different from living in an 
international community, describes specifically the way 
we live out our faith/discipleship. Faith is expressed in 
practice, as discipleship or “lived faith.” Faith is expressed 
through culture, through faith-based living. It requires full 
commitment and hard work to achieve real dialogue and 
a clear common vision. 

Intercultural living should be the aim of people living in 
intentional, international religious/faith communities.  
As a common project (intentional), it shows a tolerance 

of ambiguity, immaturity, and mistakes; provides 
appropriate correction, genuine listening, and flexibility; 
commits to ongoing dialogue and development; gives 
encouragement, compassion, and concern; and clarifies 
vision, goals, strategies, and commitments. 

In the radical welcome of members in an intercultural 
community, there is a movement from incorporation 
where the community’s style and practices remain 
the same to an incarnation, where the community is 
transformed by each person’s talents, faith commitment, 
and differences. There is no dominant culture whereby 
others must leave their culture at the door, give up their 
identity, and assimilate the traditions and practices of the 
prevailing group.  

An intercultural community evolves organically, and 
difference is dignified and valued. The members build a 
way of life and a new home together with no one entirely 
at home. Authority does not dominate but respects all. 
There is a common spirit and missionary commitment 
that is life-bearing for the contemporary world. Fr. Gittens 
challenged participants to respond to God’s initiative to 
think and act differently as they intentionally work to keep 
God’s vision for the Incarnate Word community alive into 
the future.   

Fr. Anthony J. Gittins, CSSp,  Presents Interculturality Workshop at 
their Fall General Assembly

THE WORD LIVES
2022 QUARTERLY NEWSLET TER 



The First Global Incarnate Word Meeting Via Zoom

On November 6, 2022, seven Congregations of Incarnate 
Word Sisters around the globe gathered for 2½ hours via 
Zoom to celebrate the birth of the Foundress, Venerable 
Jeanne Chѐzard de Matel. This was the first virtual 
gathering of its kind, and it allowed Sisters to see and 
meet each other on an international scale. As much as 
possible, there was translation in English and Spanish.

The seven Congregations have been preparing for 
reunification as one Order: five in Mexico – Gómez 
Palacio, Guadalajara, Mixcoac, Teziutlán, and Tlalpan; 
and two in the United States-- Corpus Christi and 
Victoria, TX. For many decades, Sisters have been sent 
to extend the Incarnation throughout Mexico, in the 
United States, and in countries in Central and South 
America, Africa, and Western Europe (Spain, France).

The event opened with a welcome by the facilitator, Sr. 
Maria de la Paz Padilla Rendon, the Superior General 
of the Congregation of Tlalpan. Prepared by the Tlalpan 
Sisters was a vibrant and creative introduction with 
dance to the song “Fiesta”.  With the combination of 
audio, video, and images, this was the opportunity to 
share about their mission and ministries. In a similar 
way, the other Congregations took their turn introducing 
themselves, their ministries (external and internal), the 

various locations where they serve, their Associates, 
and more.

Sisters then assembled in 20  Zoom breakout rooms, 
with 4-5 different Communities in each room and a 
translator.  One room had Sisters from Corpus Christi, 
Querétaro, Uruguay, Guadalajara, and Kenya. The 
other rooms had similar combinations. All shared 
their responses to a single question:  “What are your 
expectations in view of the Reunification of the Order?”  
Afterwards, everyone returned to the large group 
where translators summarized a couple of key points 
that surfaced in the small group discussions.

The event ended with a closing prayer and a farewell by 
Sr. Maria de la Paz. With new energy and excitement, 
Sisters waved goodbye to each other around the globe.

As a result of this virtual gathering, Sisters realized 
that: they had to broaden their outlook to a worldwide 
vision; they would no longer go to an Incarnate Word 
house as a visitor, but as family; they would listen to the 
news differently, knowing that their Sisters may be in 
the locale where the news was taking place; they would 
journey together around the world sharing the love of 
the Incarnate Word.

The emblem of the Order is the heart of the logo. The elegant design encircling the emblem (an image of persons
reaching out in union with one another) has the colors of a rainbow as a sign of God’s faithfulness. The seven segments

of the design represent the seven Incarnate Word Congregations reuniting as one Order.

Explanation of the Reunification Logo:

THE WORD LIVES
2022 QUARTERLY NEWSLET TER 



On Saturday, November 12, 2022, Sisters Colette 
Brehony, Marian Bradley, Maria Elizabeth Brehony and 
Patrice Floyd attended the Christ the King School (Corpus 
Christi) Alumni Reunion for students from 1948-2015.

In 1970 Sisters Colette, Marian and Mary Stella 
Barrientes RIP served at the school: Sr. Colette as 
principal, Sr. Marian, 1st grade teacher, Sr. Stella, 3rd 
grade teacher. Both Sr. Maria Elizabeth and Sr. Patrice 
served as principal.

Sr. Colette commented “The event was well attended 
and a lot of fun!”

Alumni Reunion to Remember
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On November 15, 2022 Sr. Mary Anne Pagano presented 
a beautiful Diamond Dotz picture to Tina Canary, 
Director of Development/Education/Operations at the 
New Life Refuge. Various Sisters of the Incarnate Word 
Motherhouse were there at the presentation.

Sr. Mary Anne donated this Diamond Dotz picture for 
the Silent Auction at this year’s “Boots & Bling Ball”, a 
celebration for the New Life Refuge Ministries, which will 
be held on Friday, January 27, 2023 at the Solomon P. 
Ortiz Center, Corpus Christi, Texas. 

The Sisters of the Incarnate Word & Blessed Sacrament 
will sponsor a table at the Ball.

The committee is dedicated to raising awareness about 
human trafficking and to educate the public about how 
to identify and prevent this crime.

Help us end human trafficking!

Helping and Spreading Awareness About Human Trafficking



CARE OF CREATION
Laudato Si’ Action Platform, officially launched November 
14, 2021, is a seven-year program based on the encyclical 
“Laudato Si’, on Care for Our Common Home.” It 
proposes seven goals: 

GOAL #1: Responding to the cry of the Earth.

GOAL #2: Responding to the Cry of the Poor

GOAL #3: Ecological Economics;

GOAL #4: Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles
The Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles is grounded in the 
idea of sufficiency and promoting sobriety in the use of 
resources and energy.

Actions could include reducing waste and recycling, 
adopting sustainable dietary habits (opting for a more 
plant-based diet and reducing meat consumption), 
greater use of public transport, active mobility (walking, 
cycling), and avoiding single use items (e.g. plastic, etc.)

Take care of God’s creation.
But above all, take care

of people in need.
Pope Francis
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING
The Human Trafficking Committee met on September 12, 
2022 to discuss several upcoming events which include 
this year’s Boots and Bling Ball event that will be held on 
January 27, 2023 at the Solomon Ortiz Center.

The committee is dedicated to raising awareness about 
human trafficking and to educate the public about how to 
identify and prevent this crime.

Everyone has a role to play in combating human trafficking. 
Recognizing the signs of human trafficking is the first step 
to identifying a victim. 

See. Call. Save.

Child sex trafficking occurs when there is an exchange of 
anything of value for a sexual act and the person is under
18 years of age.

WHAT IS CHILD SEX TRAFFICKING?

REPORT suspicious HUMAN TRAFFICKING
activity or GET HELP from federal law enforcement. 

If you or someone you know
needs help call 1-888-373-7888

Callers can dial 711 to access the Hotline using TTY
humantraffickinghotline.org/report-trafficking

On social media
Schools
Video gaming sites
Bus stations

Runaway/homeless shelter
Shopping malls
Through “friends” and family
Parks

WHERE DO TRAFFICKERS FIND KIDS?



DECEMBER

4
5

13
20
21
22

30

Sister Marilyn Grace Springs
Noe Saldana
Sister Rosemary Lichnovsky 
Sister Theresa Nguyen
Delia Tucker
Sister Mary Lelia Aguilar
Laura McCracken
Lali Camarillo

JANUARY

1
7

11

12
22
24
26
27
28
29

30

Sister Dorothy Anhaiser
Cindy Lara
Dorothy Hoban
Sister Esther Dunegan
Mary Alice Amaya 
Shirley Worthington
Blanca Garza
Sister Mary Anne Pagano
Josie Narvaez
Sister Emma Marie Stillman
Ed Russek
Sister Lou Ella Hickman
Clemencia de Leon
Billy Lopez
Ted Gonzalez

TREASURER GENERAL
OF THE CONGREGATION

If you are interested, please contact
Sister Irma Gonzalez, Finance Director, at 

smigonzalez@iwbscc.org. 

We are good people providingWe are good people providing
a great place to work.a great place to work.

Deadline for Application: January 15, 2023

For job description visit our website at
www.iwbscc.org/community/employment/

FEBRUARY

5
7
8

20
22

Kay West
Edward Camarillo
Patricia de la Tejera
Miriam Casarez
Dolores Vesely


