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The Word Lives
Sr. Annette’s
Reflection
Our Foundress’ writings indicate deep
appreciation and warm relationships
with many saints. Yet her copious
writings on Mary of Magdala are unique.
Multiple references to Magdalen at
Jesus’ feet affirm her discipleship.
Praising Magdalen as evangelizer of the
apostles testifies to the Incarnate Word’s
appreciation and commissioning of
other women in the work of proclaiming
the Good News. Thus Mother de Matel
knew to petition the Magdalen’s help in
assisting vocations to the Order when
opposition arose.
Her choice of words not only express
an admiration, but often suggest a
sense of identification. Of Magdalen,
she comments that she “no longer
belonged to herself.” While addressing
Magdalen, she refers to “our Love.”
Other comments hide expressions of
the charism given to the Church through
Jeanne Chézard de Matel.
(As received from the Incarnate Word)
...Magdalen who wanted nothing other
than to transform herself into Me and
Me into her.
[The Incarnate Word] is the One who
loves and is the beloved like Magdalen’s
love, love that draws her, love that
accepts her, love that possesses her and
is possessed by her insofar as He enables
her to possess it.
Magdalen’s glory is the glory of the
Incarnate Word, since love transforms
those who love and unites them in such
a way that they are both one heart. The
Lover is all the greater in his beloved.
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Progress, Growth and Service
The 1960s saw continued progress for the Sisters of the Incarnate Word in Corpus
Christi. The schools, now located on the Alameda campus, were experiencing
stability and academic successes. The community, with one hundred members
and a median age in the 40s, was faithfully engaged in the everyday events of
religious life and teaching and administering the schools both on the campus
and at a large number of diocesan schools in Corpus Christi and as far away as
Kingsville and Rockport. Additionally, many of the Sisters organized and or taught
CCD classes in various parishes all over South Texas.
A massive change was coming, though, not only for the community but for
the Church in general. Most people know the general history of Vatican II
already after almost sixty years; Pope John XXIII, thought to be a simple, oldaged “place holder” until a more “relevant” Pope could be found, turned
the system upside down by calling for a Vatican Council beginning in 1962.
A famous quote attributed to this rotund little prelate who could often be
seen bicycling around Rome said that, “the windows of the Church need to
be opened wide so that fresh air can circulate.” The three-year-long Council
brought many profound changes with the understanding that many people
would be shaken and that time would be needed not only to implement but
even to accept the changes.
So how did these worldwide changes affect the Sisters of the Incarnate Word
and Blessed Sacrament in Corpus Christi? An updating of religious attire in
general and the habit specifically had already begun. Prayers and practices
were examined. The congregation studied the Vatican document “The Decree
on the Appropriate Renewal of Religious Life” and began implementing
various aspects. Throughout the world, many women and men left religious
life because the changes were not in line with their expectations. This was
a difficult and emotional time for many of the Sisters, but the community
continued to embrace the many challenges before them.
Work began drafting a new Constitution, and numerous meetings were held
to draft multiple sections of religious life in the community. Also initiated
was a re-examination of the life and works of the foundress, Jeanne Chézard
de Matel. Sister Kathleen McDonagh was one of the lead Sisters in this
endeavor. All of Jeanne’s writings—many detailed volumes—had to be
translated from the Old French and then arranged into applicable sections for
the community; Sister Noreen Begley assisted in the tedious work of careful
translations, and eventually a copious six-volume set was published. Here
and now, clearly, in the twentieth century was the voice of a seventeenthcentury mystic completely in line with religious life in this fast-changing age
of Vatican II. To this day, in our faith-sharing sessions and general assemblies,
we often comment on the prescience of Jeanne de Matel who is so relevant
to our lives in this twenty-first century.

Surely our Mother will guide us in seeking
such a transformation for ourselves!
{Continues on Page 2}
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{Continues From Page 1}

As all of this activity was going on, two other big events occurred. The
first was the visit of hurricane Celia in August, 1970. Much damage
was done to the Incarnate Word campus, as well as the entire city and
surrounding areas. The Sisters worked with the Red Cross by preparing
food to be delivered to the outlying towns. Sixty Sisters made innumerable
sandwiches and other food to be given to almost 10,000 people who were
displaced by the storm. In the meantime, the repairs on the campus
moved quickly, and the school opened on time for the fall semester with
the Sisters ready to take up their teaching duties.
In 1971, the Sisters celebrated 100 years of presence and service in
Corpus Christi and the Diocese. The celebrations and the accolades were
lavish and numerous as well as exciting. Bishop Drury, a great friend of
the Congregation, celebrated a Mass at The Cathedral where the Sisters
processed in a long line into the Church and were honored by a great crowd
of dignitaries, friends, and alumni. Celebrations were held in a number of
places such as the various parishes where the Sisters taught. One hundred
years of serving the people of South Texas was a tremendous landmark,
and the whirlwind of activities celebrated such a great presence.

Peace and Justice
Corner

You only live once, but if you do it right,
once is enough.
Mae West

They say a person needs just three things
to be truly happy in this world: someone
to love, something to do, and something
to hope for.
Tom Bodett

You cannot be in a position of power and
destroy the life of another person.
Pope Francis

If I can’t make it through one door, I’ll go
through another door- or I’ll make a door.
Something terrific will come no matter
how dark the present.
Rabindranath Tagore

JEWLERY & CROSS STITCH

DATES TO REMEMBER

May 27, 2022

June 11, 2022
Sisters’ Jubilee Celebration

8am - 10am & 4pm - 6pm
5201 Lipes Blvd. | Corpus Christi, Texas 78413
For each $5 purchase, you will receive a free ticket for a door prize.
Sr. Lou Ella Hickman & Sr. Martha O’Gara will be
selling their jewlery & cross stitch in the Convent Lobby!

June 12-19, 2022
Annual Retreat at Motherhouse
July 18-21, 2022
Hosting XXIV International Reunion
Leadership Team meetings are held on the
second Saturday of the month.

2022 SCHEDULED TEXAS EXECUTIONS | PRAYER VIGIL GATHERING
You are invited to join in prayer with the Sisters of
the Incarnate Word, at 6:00 p.m. on days when
prisoners are scheduled to be executed by the
State of Texas--for the prisoner, the victims and the
family members of both prisoner and victims.

Wednesday | July 13, 2022
Ramiro Gonzales
Wednesday | August 17, 2022
Kosoul Chanthakoummane

Wednesday | October 5, 2022
John Ramirez
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Christabel Camacho - Our Miracle
Christabel Camacho is this young child that we in Corpus Christi continue to
pray for every day. Although her birth was very high risk and, in some ways,
miraculous, the fact that it was not an instant cure, her case could not be used for
the miracle needed for the Beatification of Venerable Jeanne de Matel.
She is now five years old. If you recall, we prayed the
Venerable Jeanne de Matel prayer for difficult pregnancies
before her birth. She has been through some very difficult
situations. Presently, Christabel is getting palliative chemo,
not aggressive chemo. Her tumors shrank by 92% and she
may be having surgery in 4-6 weeks to remove what’s left of
the tumors. Her parents have been exemplary in providing for
her. We are always in contact with them. Her mother recently
sent these pictures that we would like to share with you. Let us
continue to pray for Christabel and all who have been entrusted
to our prayers.

The Cause of Jeanne Chézard de Matel
We recently received this information concerning the possible miracle reported in Paraguay
before the beginning of the pandemic. You may remember the case of a doctor who had
been evaluated as without medical hope. Several days later, following prayers to our Mother
Foundress for her intercession, the gentleman had completely recovered. Because of the
onslaught of the pandemic, the required trip to initiate the diocesan process was cancelled.

Dear Sisters,											

April 21, 2022

God willing, next Monday, Fr. Marcelo Mendez, the Vice Postulator for the Cause in Latin America, will travel to
Asunción, Paraguay to initiate the diocesan process for the possible miracle. I invite you to make this message known
to all of your communities so that we may unite in intense prayer asking God to help Fr. Marcelo in this mission and
that God may grant our Order the grace of the Beatification of our beloved and holy Foundress through this miracle.
We continue to ask fervently for the intercession of Jeanne Chézard de Matel in other possible miraculous cures.
We pray with faith and united in one mind and heart.
Sister Maria del Carmen Aceituno, Vice Postulator for the Cause of Jeanne Chezard de Matel
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Sisters Hold an Extraordinary General Chapter
As a formal step in the Reunification process, the Sisters of the
Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament in Corpus Christi, Texas,
gathered at the Motherhouse on the morning of March 19,
2022 for an Extraordinary General Chapter. A General Chapter
is an ecclesial and a juridic (canonically legal) event, and it is the
highest authority in the Congregation.
Following celebration of the Eucharist, twenty-eight delegates, as
well as six non-delegates, assembled for the Chapter proceedings.
After officially opening the Chapter, Sr. Annette Wagner,
Superior General, provided some initial remarks to situate the
Chapter within an Incarnational and a Eucharistic context.
Sr. Esther Dunegan was elected Secretary of the Chapter, and the
two youngest by profession, Sr. Agueda Oviedo and Sr. Theresa
Nguyen, were designated as scrutineers to count the ballots.
Sr. Annette announced the results of the Referendum that
every Sister in the Congregation filled out during the previous
month. One hundred percent (100%) indicated they want the
Congregation to move forward in the process to be one Order
with other like-minded Incarnate Word Institutes. These results
became the main agenda of this momentous Chapter.
Before moving on with the agenda, a faith-sharing guide
with questions was distributed. After a short period of quiet
reflection, Sisters spent a half hour sharing their responses with
those at their table.
Afterwards, the primary focus of Chapter resumed. A ballot
was distributed to Chapter delegates. Sr. Annette read the
ballot and then gave time for them to vote. After collecting
the forms, the scrutineers read out each vote while Sr. Esther
tallied them. Sr. Annette announced the results: all 28
delegates voted to petition the Holy See for approval to return
to the origin of the Order of the Incarnate Word and Blessed
Sacrament by FORMING A UNION with the other six Incarnate
Word Congregations. This became the Decree of the Chapter.
In a prayerful ritual, Sr. Annette signed the Decree, and then
the delegates signed as well.
Given the decree of the Chapter, every professed Sister
received a “Statement of Intent” form to indicate whether she
would become a member of the new Order or not become a

member. [Although this statement of intent was to be a postChapter task, the Sisters wasted no time completing their form.
One hundred percent (100%) stated “yes”.]
Sr. Annette shared some closing remarks. At 11:27 a.m.
she officially concluded the Extraordinary Chapter. Sisters
responded by singing a Hymn to St. Joseph, whose feast was
celebrated that day.
On a lighter note, a 90½ year old Sister who was present as
a non-delegate commented toward the end of the Chapter,
“How many times do we have to say ‘yes’?”

ACTION GROUPS
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CARE OF CREATION

HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Laudato Si’ Action Platform, officially launched Nov. 14, 2021,
is a seven-year program based on the encyclical “Laudato Si’,
on Care for Our Common Home.” It proposes seven goals:

New Life Refuge Ministries sponsored the annual celebration
of courage, “Boots and Bling Ball” on January 28, 2022. The
celebration was well attended and the New Life Refuge
Ministries profited $175,000. This was the best profit for the
New Life Ministries in the fight to end child trafficking.

GOAL #1: Responding to the cry of the Earth.
Goal #2: Responding to the Cry of the Poor

REALITY

Goal #3 Ecological Economics

This is a complex goal since it involves sustainable
production, fair-trade, ethical consumption, ethical
investments, divestment from fossil fuels and any economic
activity harmful to the planet and the people, investment in
renewable energy, and similar issues.
What can we do now?
Actions could include reducing waste and recycling,
adopting sustainable dietary habits (opting for a more
plant-based diet and reducing meat consumption), greater
use of public transport, active mobility (walking, cycling),
and avoiding single use items (e.g., plastic, etc.).

Prayer:
O Lord, help us turn from the selfish consumption
of resources meant for all and to see the impacts of
our choices on the poor and vulnerable.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Human trafficking cases have been reported and prosecuted
in industries including restaurants, cleaning services,
construction, factories and more.

MYTH

Human trafficking only happens in illegal or
underground industries.

THE TRAGIC TRUTH ABOUT
HUMAN TRAFFICKING
1% of victims are rescued.
2,900 estimated number of children trafficked in
Corpus Christi in one year
Texas ranks #2 in the nation for incidents of human
trafficking
79,000 estimated number of children are trafficked
in Texas
40 year prison sentence of the 1st convicted trafficker
in Nueces County

REPORT suspicious HUMAN TRAFFICKING
activity or GET HELP from federal law enforcement.
Call 1-888-373-7888 or submit a tip online
at humantraffickinghotline.org/report-trafficking.

A person who thinks only about building walls, wherever they may be,
and not building bridges is not Christian. This is not in the Gospel.
Pope Francis
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Consideration for Culture

“Inculturation and interculturality in John Paul II and Benedict XVI”
In 1993, in a speech to the bishops of Asia, then Cardinal
Ratzinger said, “We should no longer speak of inculturation
but of the meeting of cultures or ‘inter-culturality’.”
For Benedict XVI, interculturality “belongs to the original form
of Christianity” and implies both a positive attitude toward
other cultures and toward the religions that constitute the
soul of these cultures, and the work of purification and the
“courageous stance” that are indispensable for every culture
that wants to remain open and alive.
Described in these terms, the meeting of cultures rests on
two assumptions. The first one is the universality of natural
law; despite their differences, men share the same nature,
which is reason open to Truth. The second one is the idea
that the Christian faith, which is born when Truth is revealed,
produces what we might call a “culture of faith”, whose
feature is that it can be found in every people or cultural
group. In this sense, faith is not something neutral, above
every type of culture, which can be grafted on contexts that
are indifferent from a religious point of view. The Christian
faith cannot be reduced to any one culture. It is intrinsically
tied to a certain kind of pluralism.
The dialogue between cultures and religions, one of the
pillars of John Paul II’s pontificate, characterises Benedict
XVI’s action as well. Even before his election, this Pope
devoted much of his time to think about this issue.
In 1975, the apostolic exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi had
already addressed the relationship between Gospel and
culture. Informed by that document, John Paul II began using
the term “inculturation” in order to highlight the fact that the
Gospel transcended all cultures because it was experienced
by men and women always immersed in specific cultures.

The issue of cultures’ opening to universal values was
developed in Faith and Interculturation, a paper released in
1988 by the International Theological Commission, presided
by Cardinal Ratzinger after 1982. A variety of meanings came
to be attached to the concept of inculturation. They include
not only the efforts by the Church to make the Gospel enter
every socio-cultural context, but also its influence on cultures
to which is linked “the idea of growth, the mutual enrichment
of people and groups, by virtue of the meeting between the
Gospel and a given social environment.”
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger thus insisted on the need to
abandon the concept of inculturation in favour of that of
interculturality. As Benedict XVI, he said that the inculturation
of the faith is a necessity, insofar as the specificity and the
integrity of the faith are not compromised. However, for him,
the relationship between the Church and cultures involves
other aspects, especially the action of evangelisation based
on critical insight. In expressing concerns that are his own,
Benedict XVI appealed on several occasions “for the purpose
of offering a reflection that would display the riches of the
one truth in the plurality of culture” (speech on the 25th
anniversary of the John Paul II Institute for Studies on
Marriage and Family, 11 May 2006).
Someone said that a page of history is worth more than a
book of theories. However, if we consider that theory and
practice are related, I suggest, by way of conclusion, that
we consider the model of inculturation in light of the model
of Incarnation, whose peculiarity is to assume in order to
transfigure.

Excerpt from Religion and Society “Inculturation and interculurality in John Paul II and Benedict XVI” 03/29/2010 by Francesco Follo
https://www.oasiscenter.eu/en/inculturation-and-interculturality-in-john-paul-ii-and-benedict-xvi

SISTER MARY ANN KORCZYNSKI
Sister Mary Ann Korczynski, Sister of the Incarnate Word
and Blessed Sacrament of Corpus Christi, was welcomed
into eternal life by her loving God on Wednesday, April
6, 2022. Born to Joseph Steve and Cecelia Dworaczyk
Korczynski on August 15, 1944, she was preceded in death
by her parents, three sisters, Jearline Wostal, Katherine
Webb, and Genevieve Normand, and one brother, Steve
Korczynski. She is survived by two brothers, Joe (wife,
Beth), John, and one sister, Patsy Dyess.
Sister Mary Ann entered the Sisters of the Incarnate
Word on August 30, 1963, made her first profession of
vows on June 4, 1966, and made her final profession in
George West at St. George Church, with Bishop Thomas
Drury officiating. She celebrated her 50th anniversary of
religious profession on April 2, 2016.
In 1967, she graduated from Incarnate Word College with
a Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics, and in 1975 she
received a Master of Natural Science with specialization
in Mathematics from the University of Oklahoma. She
taught at St. Patrick School (1965-1966), Incarnate Word
Academy and Villa Maria High School in Brownsville
(1968-1972), and Incarnate Word Academy in Corpus
Christi (1972-1988).

ability to collaborate, negotiate, and think strategically.
Her expertise with accounting and the ins and outs of
banking, assets, and insurance were treasured gifts for
the Congregation. Her most recent assignment was local
treasurer of the Motherhouse (2016-2022).
Sister had a great love for her Polish heritage and always
wanted to visit Poland. Many years ago, she and Sister
Martha O’Gara finally took that trip to Poland. One
could often find her in front of the television or on her
I-Pad watching programs about restoration or rebuilding
of houses, e.g. Extreme Makeover, Love it or List it.
She liked butterflies, instrumental and Western music,
Klondike bars and ice cream cones. In high school, she
was a majorette (twirler) for her hometown marching
Band. After she entered the convent, she would
occasionally perform her twirling routine for the Sisters
at some of their weekend gatherings.
On September 13, 1987, Pope John Paul II visited San
Antonio, TX and celebrated Mass for more than 350,000
people. The Pope had a special audience with the Polish
priests, Sisters, and seminarians. Sister Mary Ann was
able to maneuver the crowd and reach the Pope. “Up
close and personal” was the highlight of her day!

From 1968 to 1984, she served as treasurer on the school
campuses in Brownsville and Corpus Christi, before
becoming Treasurer General of the Congregation. She
served as vice-president and president of the Council of
Religious Treasurers (CORT) for Region XII. She served
on the Board of Directors and as Treasurer of the Fannie
Bluntzer Nason Renewal Center, Inc. (the Spirit Center)
since its inception, and was vice-chair of the Members
Board. She was Treasurer and Trustee of the Incarnate
Word Academy Foundation.
Within the Congregation, Sister held many leadership roles
and served on numerous commissions and committees.
She was Sister-in-Charge of the Motherhouse from 19801984 and served on the General Council from 1992-2000,
and again from 2008-2016. On the diocesan level, she
was appointed by Bishop Mulvey to the Finance Council
from 2011-2016.
Sister Mary Ann had a great love of her community and
a deep sense of stewardship of God’s spiritual gifts,
as well as the material resources God bestowed on the
Congregation. She had experience, understanding, and
knowledge of financial and legal matters, as well as the

Reception of her body took place at Incarnate Word
Convent on Tuesday, April 12, 2022, followed by prayer
of the Office of the Dead. Later that evening, a Scriptural
Rosary service was held. The next day, Bishop Michael
Mulvey was the main celebrant for the funeral Mass
in the chapel. The burial rite followed at Rose Hill
Cemetery, with Fr. James Stembler, officiating. Funeral
arrangements were provided by Maxwell P. Dunne
Funeral Service.

