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Sr. Annette’s
Reflection
As affirmed by her consistent
reflections on his annual feast day,
our Foundress had a deep affection
for and appreciation of Saint Joseph.
She often wrote of him in the
context of the patriarchs of the Old
Testament: a man of faith, fidelity
and humility in shaping his life to
God’s will.
She acknowledged with gratitude
Joseph’s role as guard, guide and
support to both Mary and Jesus in
the dangers, challenges and joys
this Holy Family experienced. And
she recognized with awe the unique
intimacy this couple experienced
through their mutual support in
living their vocations together.
Centuries before the Church would
officially recognize Joseph as
patron of the universal Church, she
deeply appreciated his continuing
commitment to his vocation as
guard and support. In recounting
one of his visits to her, she stated
that Joseph “promised me to
protect our Order as the work of
his Son, the Incarnate Word, and all
the daughters who would be truly
called to belong to it.”
Most certainly, she was aware of
the intimacy shared by Joseph and
Jesus, marveling at the unique
affection Joseph must have
experienced while dying in the arms
of his foster Son.
Joseph chose fidelity to his
vocational commitment, humility in
living God’s will, intimacy with both
the Incarnate Word and His mother.
Are we there yet?

Living in the Incarnate Word
Biographies and histories are generally written about those oftentimes
larger- than-life figures who move among us and sway events. Incarnate
Word history is certainly replete with these figures beginning, of
course, with Jeanne Chézard de Matel herself. If a request were sent
to our living Sisters asking them to name those Sisters of the past who
deserve an article, we could accumulate a Top Ten, Top Twenty, Top
Thirty, etc. It is not just a glib statement when we say that “we are
standing on the shoulders of giants” in our congregation.
But what about those Sisters who seem to get lost in this naming,
those Sisters who were never in leadership, never gained accolades as
teachers or administrators, never seemed to get named as models of
great religious or even received votes or appointments to the positions,
committees, offices, delegates and so forth. The numbers here may be
just as amazing. And the work of any congregation needs both types
of members, without whom, the community would not and could not
run smoothly.
Five such examples from just the last few decades come to mind for
this writer and this is only a meager sampling. Sisters Rosario, Rose,
Victory, Socorro, and Gabriel—all deceased now many years but each
one made memorable contributions to religious life, each in her own
way and in her own life. Following in the footsteps of Sister Dominic
Ravier, one of the four original founders, they worked tirelessly, with
steady quiet faith to move the daily running of the kitchen—both in
the convent and in various school kitchens where they were assigned
over the years.
Sister Gabriel took on an additional job—she became the driver for
the Sisters to doctors, grocery shopping and other such appointments.
Like the others being discussed, she lived a long life; however, the last
thirty-three years of her life saw several strokes ravage her body and
her voice; her spirit remained strong throughout her illness. While she
could not speak, she was engaged in every conversation and had a
great laughter.
Sister Rose struggled with an almost crippling arthritis but this did not
keep her from sweeping steps and sidewalks around the Alameda Street
Motherhouse. She is still remembered for being in bed before sunset
so that she could get the coffee going as early as 3:30 am. Convent life
runs on the lifeblood of coffee, just like most other households. Her
laughter is also recalled as being infectious and her eyes would light up
in any conversation.
The other three Sisters—Rosario, Socorro, and Victory—compose a
Little Trinity in our community. These three Sisters could often be
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found in the old washhouse on Alameda Street. These were the
days when all the Sisters still pooled their laundry and the Sisters
in the washhouse collected and laundered all of it. Many times,
they would sit and chat quietly in Spanish and their soft peals of
laughter were a sure way of feeling the deep presence of God
coming from them. At one of the funerals, the priest commented
that they were a quiet power in their souls, a peace-filled force in
their presence.
The fruits of the Spirit—patience, kindness, peace, goodness,
faithfulness—were so evident in these five religious. None were
great speakers but their gifts spoke volumes about each one and
what it is to live in the Incarnate Word.

Peace and Justice
Corner

Faith grows when it is lived and shaped
by Love.
Pope Francis

Letting go gives us freedom, and freedom
is the only condition for happiness. If,
in our heart, we still cling to anything anger, anxiety, or possessions - we cannot
be free.
Thich Nhat Hanh

Everything that is done in this world is
done by hope.
Martin Luther

World-peace can be achieved when the
power of love replaces the love of power.
Sri Chinmoy

DATES TO REMEMBER
March 19, 2022
Extraordinary Chapter
June 11, 2022
Sisters’ Jubilee Celebration
June 12-19, 2022
Annual Retreat at Motherhouse
July 18-21, 2022
Hosting XXIV International Reunion
Leadership Team meetings are held on the
second Saturday of the month.

2022 SCHEDULED TEXAS EXECUTIONS | PRAYER VIGIL GATHERING
You are invited to join in prayer with the Sisters of
the Incarnate Word, at 6:00 p.m. on days when
prisoners are scheduled to be executed by the
State of Texas--for the prisoner, the victims and the
family members of both prisoner and victims.

Tuesday | March 8, 2022
Michael Gonzales

Wednesday | April 27, 2022
Melissa Lucio

Thursday | April 21, 2022
Carl Buntion

Wednesday | July 13, 2022
Ramiro Gonzales
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Appeal from Pope Francis
My heart aches greatly, at the worsening situation
in Ukraine. Despite the diplomatic efforts of
the last few weeks, increasingly alarming
scenarios are opening up. Like me, many
people all over the world are feeling anguish
and concern. Once again the peace of all is
threatened by partisan interests. I would like
to appeal to those with political responsibility
to examine their consciences seriously before God, who is the God of peace and not of war; who is the Father of all,
not just of some, who wants us to be brothers and not enemies. I pray that all the parties involved refrain from any
action that would cause even more suffering to the people, destabilising coexistence between nations and bringing
international law into disrepute.
And now I would like to appeal to everyone, believers and non-believers alike. Jesus taught us that the diabolical
senselessness of violence is answered with God’s weapons, with prayer and fasting. I invite everyone to make
March 2, Ash Wednesday, a Day of Fasting for Peace. I encourage believers in a special way to dedicate themselves
intensely to prayer and fasting on that day. May the Queen of Peace preserve the world from the madness of war.

Prayer Blanket Ministry
Several years ago, Sister Jo Ann Saenz was inspired by a special ministry that she learned about in Houston, Texas. This
ministry consisted in providing prayer blankets to be given to a person in need of prayers. Sr. Jo Ann wanted to start a
ministry like this but needed to learn how to sew, and so a long time friend, Sandy Aubin told her, “Let me show you
how to sew” and thus the ministry was born here in Corpus Christi.
Today, Sr. Jo Ann, Sandy Aubin, and Lena Helle meet once
a week at the Motherhouse to sew prayer blankets. What
makes these blankets so special is that as each one of these
ladies sews, she prays for the future recipient. At the end,
each blanket is blessed and then delivered to someone in
need of prayer.
This ministry does not charge for the prayer blankets but
welcomes any donations, so that in turn the ministry
can purchase more materials to create more prayer blankets.
For more information, or to join this ministry, please contact
Sr. Jo Ann Saenz at 361-271-5047.
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Congregational Meeting
Sisters gathered at the Motherhouse in Corpus Christi for an allday meeting to review the revised draft of the Constitutions of
the new Order. Sister Annette Wagner facilitated the meeting.
Sisters gathered in five groups, and a facilitator in each group
led the Sisters in a process to compile their responses to each
chapter of the draft document in the form of a chart. At the
end of the day, each table turned in their chart. These were
further collated into one and submitted to the Reunification
Committee by February 28, 2022, to guide their final draft of
the Constitutions.
Srs. Anna Marie Espinosa and Agueda Oviedo, co-chairs for the
XXIV International Reunion of Incarnate Word Congregations,
reported on the progress of preparations. Janel Benavides,
who is assisting with planning, unveiled and explained the logo
for the Reunion.
The last order of business was distribution of copies of the
Referendum for each Sister to indicate whether she wants the
Congregation to proceed toward Reunification. The results
will guide the Extraordinary Chapter, scheduled for March 19,
2022, to reach a decision to petition Rome for Union.
The meeting ended with Evening Prayer. Afterwards, the names
of Delegates to the Extraordinary Chapter were published.

XXIV INTERNATIONAL REUNION
July 18-21, 2022 | Corpus Christi, Texas

ACTION GROUP
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CARE OF CREATION

INTERCULTUR ALIT Y

Laudato Si’ Action Platform, officially launched Nov. 14, 2021,
is a seven-year program based on the encyclical “Laudato Si’,
on Care for Our Common Home.” It proposes seven goals:

This is an excellent piece about the radical
cross-cultural nature of the Incarnation.

GOAL #1: Responding to the cry of the Earth:
This goal calls for:

1. greater use of clean renewable energy and reducing
fossil fuels in order to achieve carbon neutrality,
2. efforts to protect and promote biodiversity,
3. a guarantee of access to clean water for all.

What can we do now?
•
•
•

We can continue to grow in awareness by reading,
study, viewing webinars, etc.
We can advocate for appropriate governmental actions.
We can review our lifestyles and adopt more “earth
friendly” practices.

We can pray as a vital response to the Climate Crisis. A
natural moment of Laudato Si’ prayer is grace before meals –
recognizing that our food and drink are gifts of God, and as
a way of honoring those who have picked, mixed, prepared
and cooked the ingredients.

Here’s a snippet of Christena’s article:
If Jesus had wanted to stick to his cultural comfort zone, to be
perfectly understood by those around him, to only spend time
with those who spoke his language and shared his worldview,
he never would have come to earth. By temporarily leaving
the celestial community of the Trinity (the purest, most
cohesive, most supreme cultural group ever) to embody
humanity and commune with us, he inaugurated a world of
cross-cultural relationships, proving that he can empathize
well across cultures.
OK, “empathize well” is an understatement. Jesus’ crosscultural empathy skills are perfect. Jesus doesn’t just try to
relate. He relates. He doesn’t just try to forfeit his cultural
preferences. He forfeits his cultural preferences. He doesn’t
just try to be aware of his privilege and power. He is aware of
his privilege and power.
He is perfectly cross-cultural. He is perfectly incarnational.
Excerpt from Christena Cleveland December 18, 2013
Christena Cleveland, a social psychologist, theologian, and professor at
Duke University’s Divinity School, brings this concept close to home, to
our local parishes and communities.
reknew.org/2013/12/the-incarnation-as-an-example-cross-cultural-love/

HUMAN TR AFFICKING
Tuesday, February 8, 2022 was the feast day of Saint
Josephine Bakhita. For evening prayer, the Human Trafficking
committee led the prayer service for an end to Human
Trafficking. This prayer service was also prayed by the Sisters
in Brownsville for evening prayer.
In 2015, Pope Francis designated February 8, the feast of Saint
Josephine Bakhita, as the World Day of Prayer, Reflection and
Action Against Human Trafficking.

KNOW THE SIGN

INDICATORS OF BEING TRAFFICKED
GROOMING:
• A girl or boy with older friend
• Has little or no relationship with family or friends
• Suddenly has expensive things they cannot afford
• Promises of better life, travel and money
• Secretive communication online or with mobile apps

REPORT suspicious HUMAN TRAFFICKING activity or GET HELP from federal law enforcement.
Call 1-888-373-7888 or submit a tip online at humantraffickinghotline.org/report-trafficking.

