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Jeanne de Matel’s focus on particular 
saints reveal the characteristics of 
her spirituality and invite us to grow 
in our spiritual heritage.

In acknowledging Saint Agnes as 
“one of the most cherished brides 
of the Savior,”  Mother de Matel 
underscored the relationship she 
shared with this early virgin martyr: 
Being a beloved spouse of the 
Incarnate Word. In human language, 
there is no other relationship that 
suggests a closer intimacy.

Awareness of her Beloved as 
the Divine Majesty included her 
experience of being adorned like his 
bride. A bride with all manner of rich 
jewelry, which she saw as expressions 
of graces and virtues showered upon 
her by her Beloved.

This spousal relationship she 
understood as best achieved in her 
reception of the Word in Communion. 
She understood that “in the Holy 
Eucharist...the union of bodies occur.” 
Yes, the two become one.

Occasionally she wrote of Saint 
Agnes’ cheeks “adorned by the 
Precious Blood.” Surely an allusion to 
the Old Testament method of sealing 
a covenant relationship—another 
aspect of the Eucharist. Mother de 
Matel recognized this seal as an 
element of beauty (much like the 
jewelry) and an expression
of protection.

Joined in intense, inseparable 
relationship with the Word, our 
Foundress was determined that this 
union would be “neither unfruitful 
nor sterile.” 

Are we there yet?

Sr. Annette’s 
Reflection

Here is an intriguing quest: make a list of all the Sisters of the 
Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament who have served in 
Corpus Christi during the last one hundred fifty years. Now, select 
only six to write individual articles on for the next six newsletters 
as we approach the close of our Sesquicentennial in July, 2022. 
The conclusion might be: there is no way with all the greatness of 
personal, spiritual, educational and administrative women who 
have striven to bring the Incarnate Word to the city of Corpus 
Christi for a century and a half.

We often refer to the “Giants on whose shoulders we stand” to 
distinguish those women who have done almost monumental 
work, but there are not enough newsletters to contain all of 
them. So, in this first article of “greatness” let us look at the daily 
activities that build, ever so slowly, over a lifetime to bring a 
woman to a position of being considered a “giant” by those who 
come after.

Certainly the pioneering spirit would be high on the list of 
qualities. Traveling to a new continent and a raw country such as 
19th century Texas was, as our first four sisters did in 1853, poses 
a tremendous challenge. Two such early women, both who lived 
their final years in Corpus Christi and are buried in Rose Hill 
Cemetery, are Mother Angelique Valentine (sister to one of the 
first four—Mother Claire Valentine) and Sister Dominic Ravier—
one of the original first four.  

Mother Angelique held a position as Superior in Corpus Christi for 
forty-four years, bringing the small community into the twentieth 
century. Sister Dominic was a “turn sister” which meant she 
worked more in the labors and upkeep of the house and garden.  
It was she who brought those grapevines from France that grew 
first in Brownsville and then in Corpus Christi.

Two early pioneers, living side by side, in the Corpus Christi 
convent, busy in very different occupations but both living, 
working, praying day-in and day-out for the advancement of the 
Incarnate Word. Both were long-lived; in fact, when Sister Dominic 
died in 1908 at eighty-eight years old, she was the longest living 
Incarnate Word Sister up to that time.  (Today, eighty-eight is just 
about midlife for many of our sisters!) 

The Pioneers
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2022 SCHEDULED TEXAS EXECUTIONS | PRAYER VIGIL GATHERING

Wednesday | August 17, 2022
Kosoul Chanthakoummane

Tuesday | March 8, 2022
Michael Gonzales

Wednesday | July 13, 2022
Ramiro Gonzales

True peace is not merely the absence of 
tension; it is the presence of justice.

Martin Luther King

You only live once, but if you do it right, once 
is enough.

Mae West

Peace cannot be achieved through
violence, it can only be attained
through understanding.

Ralph Waldo Emerson

To love another person is to see the face
of God.

Victor Hugo

Peace and Justice 
Corner

Leadership Team meetings are held on the 
second Saturday of the month.

DATES TO REMEMBER
January 22, 2022
Congregational Meeting

February 26, 2022
Congregational Meeting

March 19, 2022
Extraordinary Chapter

June 11, 2022
Sisters’ Jubilee Celebration

June 12-19, 2022
Annual Retreat at Motherhouse

July 18-21, 2022
Hosting International Reunion

You are invited to join in prayer with the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word, at 6:00 p.m. on days when 
prisoners are scheduled to be executed by the 
State of Texas--for the prisoner, the victims and the 
family members of both prisoner and victims.

On December 7, 2021 Sandy Aubin presented to the Incarnate 
Word Sisters two quilts that she made for New Life Refuge 
Ministries Celebration of Courage – “Boots and Bling Ball”. As 
a token of appreciation, the Sisters presented Aubin with a 
contribution to fund any future charitable project. 

The IWBS Sisters then presented the two quilts to Tina 
Canary, Operations Manager for New Life Ministries for the 
Auction at the “Boots and Bling Ball” that will take place on 
January 28, 2022, at the Omni Hotel.

Coming Together to Help End
Human Trafficking 
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Fire Destroys Historic Family Home on the Spirit Center Property

It is with great sadness, that we report to you that 
in the early afternoon hours of Sunday, December 
12, 2021, a fire was reported at the historic family 
home of Fannie Bluntzer Nason, on the Spirit Center 
property. The status of the home has been recognized 
as a total loss, but further evaluation of the property 
is scheduled to be done by officials in the coming 
days. Two Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed 
Sacrament who live in the home and operate the 
Center, were both off site at the time the fire was 
reported.

Both Sisters have temporarily moved into the dorms 
at the Spirit Center that are used during overnight 
retreats. A GoFundMe page has been established to 
assist the Sisters to replace their personal items, as 
everything they owned was lost in the fire.  

The Fannie Bluntzer Spirit Center was opened in 
2017 after many years of planning by the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament and the 
Spirit Center Board of Directors. The purpose of the 
Center is to provide both children and adults in South 
Texas a place to unplug from the outside world and 
enjoy the solace of nature and reconnect with their 
spiritual side. The Center was untouched by the fire 
and remains fully operational.

But not the spirit of the Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament
who operate the Center.

GoFundMe Page: Sisters of the Incarnate 
Word and Blessed Sacrament Fire Fund

https://gofund.me/ad166ff1

How To Help
A GoFundMe page has been set up to help the 
Sisters during this difficult time.



HUMAN TR AFFICKING
Human trafficking is a serious crime and a violation of 
human rights. Every year, thousands of men, women 
and children fall into the hands of traffickers, in their 
own countries and even abroad. We envision a world 
with services and resources to inform the public, help 
prevent the crime, and assist survivors to achieve a 
fulfilling life with hope.

Human trafficking is often confused with human smuggling, 
which involves illegal border crossings. In fact, the crime 
of human trafficking does not require any movement 
whatsoever. Survivors can be recruited and trafficked in 
their own home towns, even their own homes.

REALIT Y

Human trafficking involves moving, traveling\
or transporting a person across state or
national borders.

MY TH AB OU T HUMAN TR AFFICKING

ACTION GROUP
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Join us for the night and in the
fight to #EndChildTrafficking!

01.28.2022
OMNI CORPUS CHRISTI

Interculturality in Religious Congregations.  Anthony 
Gittins in a talk stipulates (and I quote): “that 
intercultural living should be the aim of people living in 
intentional, international religious-faith communities.” 
It is NOT easy, normal or even possible for everyone. 
It is a faith-based project. It requires: Intentionality (a 
common project, not just projects of works). Tolerance 
of ambiguity, immaturity, mistakes. A forum for venting 
frustrations. Appropriate correction, genuine listening 
and flexibility. Commitment to ongoing dialogue and 
development.  Attention to overload, stress, differences, 
misunderstanding. Encouragement, compassion and 
genuine concern. Clarification of vision, goals, strategies 
and commitments (it is an ongoing process). Our religious 
congregations were founded by strong, faith filled men 
and women who had a vision which often incorporated 
an element of interculturality. We need to bring those 
intuitions back to the forefront of our animations.

Excerpt from Anthony Gittins in a talk to the CRC in 2014.

INTERCULTUR ALIT Y

A special to thank you to everyone that has
graciously donated to the IWBS Fire Fund Page

for the Sisters at the Spirit Center.

TO MAKE A DONATION
https://gofund.me/ad166ff1



From Our Home to Yours
May the Incarnate Word ever

be for us and you an inexhaustible
source of peace and joy.

(Based on the writings of Mother Jeanne Chézard de Matel)


