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Sister Kathleen McDonagh, in her many writings over the years, compiled 
two booklets entitled Those Who Went Before Us, one for Brownsville and 
the other for Corpus Christi.  One name that stands out for this writer is 
a French Sister, Mary of the Infant Jesus Chassagne. Reading her story is 
like watching a whirlwind, for she traveled throughout the many Incarnate 
Word monasteries and convents in both the Old and the New World.

She was born Leonie Chassagne in Lyons, France, in the 1880s and 
as a young woman entered the Monastery taking the religious name 
Sister Mary of the Infant Jesus. As the twentieth century opened, the 
government in France turned against the Church and all nuns and priests 
were ordered to leave the country or return to civilian life. In 1903, Sister 
Infant Jesus joined two other Incarnate Word Sisters and traveled to the 
New World to Brownsville.

This respite did not last long as the Bishop of Guadalajara, Mexico, asked 
the Brownsville Monastery to send Sisters to teach. In 1910, Sister Infant 
Jesus transferred to Tepic in Nayarit. Once again, she packed her meager 
belongings and took a stagecoach to Tepic. When the stagecoach crashed, 
she was thrown out and badly bruised and bloodied; this forced her to 
spend almost a month recuperating. She taught English in the school but 
within a year the Sisters were forced to return to Guadalajara because of 
political uprisings in the state.

Returning to Guadalajara, Sister Infant Jesus then taught French. Political 
disruptions seemed to follow Sister and the new Carranza government 
ejected the Sisters and closed the convent. Once again, she was on the 
move, this time setting out for Galveston and the Sisters of Charity and 
their convent. The long train ride from Tepic to Matamoros gave her the 
opportunity to mingle with soldiers and civilians—all men with whom 
she shared her meals and discussions. Once across the Rio Grande, she 
decided to stay in the Brownsville Convent.

Her settling in was short-lived as she was then assigned to Cuba to help the 
fleeing religious from Mexico; this journey took her to Victoria first, then 
San Antonio and into New Orleans where she boarded a ship bound for 
Havana.  Finding a resting place in Camaguey, she began to teach French 
and English to the students. Before long, she was recalled to Guadalajara 
in 1915 where within months she was again asked to return to Havana. 
No collector of dust or memorabilia, she landed back in Havana in 1916.

In her Autobiography, Mother de 
Matel recorded this instruction from 
the Incarnate Word. “ . . .learn, my 
daughter, that all the saints observe 
union, communion and uniformity as 
the first rule which is the Divine Will.”

Our Foundress learned this lesson 
well through visits from both men and 
women saints--with whom she felt a 
close kinship. They not only offered her 
encouragement and advice; they also 
offered her help.

One such visit remained clearly in 
her mind. Her quest to find a home 
for the fledgling Lyon community led 
her to a house vacated by the Sisters 
of Saint Claire. Although she saw the 
intervention of the Incarnate Word, she 
also recognized a promise kept with an 
acknowledgment of “Saint Claire who, 
on January 3, 1619, promised to assist 
me in something that would be an 
important matter.”

Mother de Matel recognized the 
bond joining these two women as the 
Incarnate Word Himself. She wrote to 
Mother Guerin, “Claire . . . embraced 
the admirable poverty of the Incarnate 
Word, our Love.” Recalling His claim 
that “the Son of Man does not have 
any place in which to rest His head,” 
she asserted His desire to find His 
home in our hearts.

Solidarity with the saints in pursuing 
our vocation, recognition of divine 
providence in our life efforts, offering 
our hearts to the Incarnate Word. Are 
we there yet?

Sr. Annette’s 
Reflection

An Unsettled Life

{Continues on Page 2}
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This stay, seemingly permanent, lasted almost twenty years until the 
emergence of Fidel Castro who expelled the religious orders from the 
country. Someone prone to speculation might wonder if she had a 
hand in these many uprisings or if they just naturally followed her 
wherever she went. 

Her last years were spent fairly settled between the two convents of 
Brownsville and Corpus Christi where her duties were more domestic 
than educational. In 1968, she died of pneumonia and took her last 
journey on earth to Rose Hill Cemetery in Corpus Christi. Knowing 
that we don’t actually “rest in peace” she is most likely still on the 
move around the various sections of heaven, helping out wherever 
she is needed.

2022 SCHEDULED TEXAS EXECUTIONS | PRAYER VIGIL GATHERING

Wednesday | April 27, 2022
Melissa Lucio

Wednesday | July 13, 2022
Ramiro Gonzales 

Tuesday | March 8, 2022
Michael Gonzales

Thursday | April 21, 2022
Carl Buntion

Faith grows when it is lived and shaped
by Love.

Pope Francis

You are not only responsible for what you 
say, but also for what you do not say.

Martin Luther

The best way to find yourself is to lose 
yourself in the service of others.

Mahatma Gandhi

Nothing is of greater importance than the 
conservation of human life.

Former U.S. President Calvin Coolidge

Peace and Justice 
Corner

Leadership Team meetings are held on the 
second Saturday of the month.

DATES TO REMEMBER
February 26, 2022
Congregational Meeting

March 19, 2022
Extraordinary Chapter

June 11, 2022
Sisters’ Jubilee Celebration

June 12-19, 2022
Annual Retreat at Motherhouse

July 18-21, 2022
Hosting International Reunion

You are invited to join in prayer with the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word, at 6:00 p.m. on days when 
prisoners are scheduled to be executed by the 
State of Texas--for the prisoner, the victims and the 
family members of both prisoner and victims.

{Continues From Page 1}

GoFundMe Page: Sisters of the IWBS Fire Fund
https://gofund.me/ad166ff1

Donate Today - IWBS Fire Fund
In the early afternoon hours of Sunday, December 12, 2021, a fire 
was reported at the historic family home of Fannie Bluntzer Nason, 
on the Spirit Center property. The status of the home is a total loss. 
A GoFundMe page has been established to assist the two Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament who lived in the home. 
Everything they owned was lost in the fire. Any donation will be 
greatly appreciated.
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Congregational Meeting

Sisters gathered at the Motherhouse in Corpus Christi 
for a morning meeting on January 22, 2022. The two 
Sisters at Bluntzer and the three Sisters in Brownsville 
participated via Zoom. Sister Annette Wagner 
facilitated the meeting.

The first segment of the meeting was her power-
point presentation for Partners in Mission. The main 
topic of the presentation was the Incarnation and 
unconditional love.

The second segment was  an  update  on  the  
International Reunion scheduled for the latter 
part of July, 2022. The focus of the Reuion will be 
“Interculturality”. The theme is “One Word – Many 
Voices”. It will be a challenge to balance physical 
presence with virtual presence. Some of the 
international Sisters are having difficulties obtaining 
their immigration documents. COVID remains a factor 
affecting everyone. Sisters Anna Marie Espinosa and 
Agueda Oviedo are co-chairs for the event and are 
working with many committees and committee chairs.  

The third segment of the meeting was an update on 
the pending Congregational steps to Union. During

A Ritual for distribution of the revised draft Constitutions 
was held. The document and a chart for individual 
responses were distributed. These responses will be 
collated at the February 26 meeting and reported to 
the Reunification Committee to guide their final draft.

1. a review of the revised draft of the 
Constitutions;

2. the completion of individual referendum forms 
(i.e. does each member want the Congregation 
to proceed toward reunification?);

3. an Extraordinary Chapter to address a single 
item of business: to decree that we petition 
Rome for Union; and

4. the completion of individual Statements of 
Intent whether to be a member of the new 
Order or not to be a member of the new Order.

the September, 2021 meeting of the Reconfiguration 
Committee and the Leaderships, the draft of the 
Constitutions and Directory were reviewed. The revised 
draft has now been turned over to the memberships. 
Our pending steps include:
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Since the last report on the Society of the Incarnate Word in Africa, 
Peter and Oswald have both continued their Seminary studies 
at Consolata Institute of Philosophy. On January 17, 2021, in the 
midst of the pandemic, Paul Nzomo joined Father Faustus, Oswald 
and Peter, and he also began his studies in Philosophy.

Sr. Esther (Regional Superior) describes Paul as a “discerning, 
gentle, intelligent and committed young man who has allowed the 
Incarnate Word to lead him.” In order to be able to  join the Society, 
he was willing to repeat Form Four (Secondary School) in order to 
get the grades necessary to join a missionary Congregation.

There are other men interested in the Society from Burundi and 
Rwanda, two who plan to join in 2022, but challenges need to 
be discerned and worked through for them to join. For example, 
language is a barrier—they need to learn English for about a year 
in order to be able to study in the Philosophy program at Consolata 
Institute. It is difficult to arrange study permits/documents, and 
is expensive in terms of transportation costs, medical insurance, 
payment and arrangement for passports, etc. Expensive COVID 
tests are taken at boundaries between the three countries of 
Kenya, Uganda, and Burundi and must be negative for anyone to 
travel. Living accommodations have also been a challenge.

In 2021, the Bishop of Kenya gave Fr. Faustus  permission to build a 
house to accommodate new vocations. Built on the same property 
as the present house, construction was completed in September of 
2021. The house is habitable, but it will take some time for them to 
have furniture, etc.

Besides the monthly living expenses (electricity, garbage collection, 
guard for the property, transportation, insurance, etc.), another 
present need is financing the educational fees for the three 
Seminarians for 2022. These fees are being addressed by the 
United States congregations.

The words of Sister Margarita Dibildox (Tlalpan/Mexico City) serve 
as great encouragement: “The future of this Institute lies in the 
hands of God. It falls to us to provide the means and to ‘not stifle 
the Spirit,’ (1 Thes. 5:19) certain that if this enterprise comes from 
God, it will thrive.” (cf Acts 5:39)

Let us continue to pray for the new seeds of 
the Order being planted in Africa!

“The glory of the Incarnate Word and the salvation of many are the only reasons
prompting me to conceive the plan to work toward the establishment of this
Congregation of Priests of the Incarnate Word...a spiritual strength for the Church.”
Jeanne Chézard de Matel, OG-07d Chapters 1 & 6
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HUMAN TR AFFICKING
The New Life Refuge Ministries “Boots & Bling Ball” held 
on January 28, 2022, was a huge success. There were over 
45 tables making this a sold-out event.

The two quilts made by Mrs. Sandy Aubin and given to 
the Incarnate Word Sisters for the Auction at the “Boots 
& Bling Ball” brought in over $800 for the New Life Refuge 
Ministries. We are grateful to all who contributed in the 
fight to “End Child Trafficking.”

One study estimates that as many as half of sex trafficking 
victims and survivors are male. Advocates believe that 
percentage may be even higher but that male victims are 
far less likely to be identified. LGBTQ boys and young men 
are seen as particularly vulnerable to trafficking.

REALITY

Only women and girls can be victims
and survivors of sex trafficking.

MYTH ABOUT HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Rudy Wiebe, The Blue Mountains of China.
(Lightly edited by Fr. Anthony, “Tony” Gittins, CSSp) From Webinar on 

Intercultural Living, the What and Why by Fr. Anthony Gittins.

Jesus says that in his society there is a
new way for people to live:

you show wisdom, by trusting people;
you handle leadership, by serving;
you handle offenders, by forgiving;

you handle money, by sharing’
you handle authority, by gentle firmness;

you handle enemies, by loving;
and you handle violence, by suffering.

Intercultural Living Prayer

In fact, you have a new attitude toward
everything, toward everybody.

Toward nature, toward the state in which
you happen to live, toward women,

toward refugees, asylum seekers, marginalized
and homeless people: toward all and every
single thing. Because this is a Jesus society,

and you repent, not by feeling bad,
but by thinking -- and acting -- differently.

Currently, the immigration group is in
communication with the Dominican Sisters who are working 
with the people who are seeking asylum in Matamoros.

IMMIGR ATION


