
Name any decade—in any century—that is not fraught with problems, 
tensions, and worries. This is not just a statement for the wider vista 
of history but for most of us as individuals and for the Sisters of the 
Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament as well. The Great Depression 
and the ensuing World War of the 1930s and 1940s had impacted the 
Sisters as much as everyone else. Yet the steadiness of religious life and 
education had kept the community grounded and moving forward.

Enrollment had dipped somewhat during the depression but had picked 
up with the growth of the Corpus Christi Naval Air Station during the 
war. The community had experienced a steady growth in vocations 
during these years and, in fact, much of the 1940s and into the 1950s 
had seen what some have called a “golden age” of religious vocations.

Thus, it was that by the late 1940s, there was once again a need for 
a larger classroom building and a more adequate convent for both 
Sisters and boarders. A strangely fortunate event occurred when the 
old wooden structure caught fire forcing the Sisters who had slept in the 
delapidated third floor to crunch into a wing of  the classroom building. 
A change was needed. And fortunately, Bishop Ledvina had given the 
Sisters a plot of land on Alameda Street almost to the edge of town. The 
time was right.

The new Motherhouse, on Alameda Street, which everyone alive still 
remembers, began to be constructed in 1948 and was dedicated on 
the feast of the Queenship of Mary, August 22, 1950. The three-floored 
building with a complete basement and attic would be the home for 
sixty-five years for the Sisters and all the works of the Incarnate Word.

Now the Sisters’ attention turned to building a high school on the 
Alameda campus. You must read To Texas With Love by Mother Patricia 
to get the full and often hilarious history of the fundraising for all this 
new construction.

For the Sisters in the 1950s, new construction was challenging. Yes, 
there were loans through the diocese, and Bishop Ledvina wrote a 
wonderful letter introducing the Incarnate Word Sisters to potential 
donors explaining the purpose of the request. The donations were 
small, though numerous, and the footwork of the Sisters all over the 
city reached into the millions of walking steps.

Our Foundress had a loving relationship 
with many saints. Yet scattered 
references in the records of her life 
expressed a distinctive bond with 
women saints. Their stories encouraged 
her own yearnings: to match their 
fervor and love for her Beloved. St. 
Catherine of Siena is one such model.  

Because St. Catherine was given the 
grace to read at an early age, Mother 
de Matel petitioned her to arrange that 
same grace for her.  She acknowledged 
her ease with reading at the age of six 
as the answer to that prayer.

Perceiving that St. Catherine’s gift of 
understanding Latin enabled her to 
read Scripture, the young Jeanne de 
Matel petitioned for that same gift. 
Nine years later, her Beloved reminded 
her of that request, which He then 
honored. (Thus her consistent Latin 
quotes from Scripture.)

Desiring to “confound worldly wisdom 
by Your teaching,” like St. Catherine, 
she begged the Incarnate Word for the 
wisdom to do so. (Thus her spiritual 
counseling of others.)

Finally, experiencing hostility toward 
her Sisters’ efforts to teach, she pointed 
to other women whom God chose and 
empowered to do His work: Saints 
Catherine of Alexandria, Catherine of 
Siena, Teresa of Avila.

A hunger to learn, a thirst for Scripture, 
a yearning to share the Good News of 
God as unconditional Love. Surely we 
have a Mother who will guide us on 
this path!

Sr. Annette’s 
Reflection

Moving Forward & Accepting Changes

{Continues on Page 2}
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The Sisters even went into some of the bars along Leopard Street; 
one of the Sisters encouraged them saying, “oh, I would like to see 
what goes on in there.”  The owners and patrons coughed up money 
at the sight of these strange women and their unusual-looking 
habits. If the tiles in the high school walls had had the names of 
donors—some even giving less than a dollar—then most of those 
many tiles would be labeled.

Once the new high school was built and the student body moved 
from Carancuhua Street, it was obvious that a gymnasium was 
needed, and the tried and proven method of fundraising kicked 
in once more. Although constructed in the 1960’s, only in the 
last few years was the gym named “The Mother Patricia Gunning 
Gymnasium”. Rightly so, because she was the leader in most of the 
fundraising activities of the 1950s and 1960s. Both the high school 
and the gym stand as testaments to her great work.

2022 SCHEDULED TEXAS EXECUTIONS | PRAYER VIGIL GATHERING

Wednesday | July 13, 2022
Ramiro Gonzales 

Wednesday | August 17, 2022
Kosoul Chanthakoummane

Thursday | April 21, 2022
Carl Buntion

Wednesday | April 27, 2022
Melissa Lucio

Where there’s hope, there’s life. It fills
us with fresh courage and makes us 
strong again.

Anne Frank

Do not be afraid to take a chance on 
peace, to teach peace, to live peace...
Peace will be the last word of history.

 
Pope John Paul II

You can always get better. Nobody 
can stop you from getting better, and 
nobody can stop you from trying to make 
something right.

Roseanne Barr

Because you are alive, everything is 
possible.

Thich Nhat Hanh

Peace and Justice 
Corner

Leadership Team meetings are held on the 
second Saturday of the month.

DATES TO REMEMBER
June 11, 2022
Sisters’ Jubilee Celebration

June 12-19, 2022
Annual Retreat at Motherhouse

July 18-21, 2022
Hosting XXIV International Reunion

You are invited to join in prayer with the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word, at 6:00 p.m. on days when 
prisoners are scheduled to be executed by the 
State of Texas--for the prisoner, the victims and the 
family members of both prisoner and victims.

{Continues From Page 1}

National Poetry Month
National Poetry Month in April is a special occasion to celebrate 
the importance of poets and poetry in our culture. This month we 
celebrate one of our very own poets, Sister Lou Ella Hickman.

Sister Lou Ella is a widely published poet and a member of the Sisters 
of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament of Corpus Christi, 
Texas. She has a Master’s Degree in Theology and has taught on all 
levels, including college. Her poems and articles have been published 
in numerous magazines, including the anthology After Shocks: Poetry 
of Recovery for Life-Shattering Events. Sister Lou Ella’s book she: 
robed and wordless was published in 2015 as A Tom Lombardo Poetry 
Selection, an imprint of Press 53.

Most recently, 5 of Sister Lou Ella’s poems from her book she: robed 
and wordless were composed into music by famous composer James 
Lee III for The Marshal Weinberg Spring 2021 Classical Music Season 
concert that was held in May of 2021 in New York City.



This month we celebrate the definitive action of the Incarnation: the Paschal Mystery. Venerable Mother de Matel 
perceived clearly the inherent relationship between these two mysteries of the Christian faith. The symbolic colors 
she received from the Incarnate Word for our habit reinforces what it means to embrace the presence of the divine 
in human frailty. It means embracing suffering with love for others resulting in a life without limits.

In his Easter Sermon (#272), St. Augustine clearly connects the beginning step and the final step of what we now 
celebrate as the Triduum. Yes, the Gift given us at the Last Supper is also an expression of and invitation to our 
joining in the total gift of self. It is a clear summary of what it means to “extend the Incarnation.”      

He explains. (my emphasis added)

...if you want to understand the body of Christ, listen to the apostle telling the faithful, You, though, are the body 
of Christ and its members (1 Cor 12:27). So if it’s you that are the body of Christ and its members, it’s the mystery 
meaning you that has been placed on the Lord’s table; what you receive is the mystery that means you. It is to what 
you are that you reply Amen, and by so replying you express your assent. What you hear, you see, is the body of 
Christ, and you answer, Amen. So be a member of the body of Christ, in order to make that Amen true.
. . .
So why in bread? Let’s not bring anything of our own to bear here, let’s go on listening to the apostle himself, 
who said, when speaking of this sacrament, One bread, one body, we being many are (1 Cor 10:17). Understand 
and rejoice. Unity, truth, piety, love. One bread; what is this one bread? The one body which we, being many, are. 
Remember that bread is not made from one grain, but from many. When you were being exorcised, it’s as though 
you were being ground. When you were baptized it’s as though you were mixed into dough. When you received the 
fire of the Holy Spirit, it’s as though you were baked. Be what you can see, and receive what you are...Brothers and 
sisters, just remind yourselves what wine is made from; many grapes hang in the bunch, but the juice of the grapes 
is poured together in one vessel. That too is how the Lord Christ signified us, how he wished us to belong to him, how 
he consecrated the sacrament of our peace and unity on his table. 

Let Us Reflect...
By: Sister Annette Wagner, Superior General, IWBS - Corpus Christi, Texas

Our beloved Foundress adds her own insight into this 
Incarnational-Eucharistic mystery. On Thursday, I prepared to 
assist at your Supper. There You wanted to show your Apostles 
the power of your love. You gave them your Sacred Body as 
food and your Precious Blood as drink. You entered into them 
so as to change and convert them into You.

Mother de Matel’s “You”—the Risen Christ; the One who 
now lives free of all the limits of human flesh; the One who 
invites us to live the victory of His resurrection over all that 
limits our love.

St. Augustine’s “you”—we who are invited in liturgy and in life 
to be the human presence of divine love; we who are called 
to join in the total giving of self to others in sacrificial love as 
the Body of Christ.
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Consultation to Resurrect Hope and Enlighten Minds 
Sister Irma Gonzalez was one of 20 representatives from 
the Brownsville Diocese to attend the Bi-National Synod 
Consultation hosted by the Diocese of Matamoros on 
March 27, 2022. Both Dioceses invited priests, deacons, 
seminarians, consecrated religious and lay people to 
participate in the day-long Consultation. 

The day began with Mass at the Cathedral in Matamoros. 
Bishop Daniel Flores from the Diocese of Brownsville was 
the main celebrant. Bishop Mario Avilés, auxiliary bishop 
in Brownsville, and Bishop Eugenio Lira concelebrated 
along with several priests present. 

After the Mass the group moved to the Universidad del 
Noreste, the diocesan university. Bishop Lira greeted 
the group and reminded them that we were gathered 
as one Church with three bishops. The purpose of 
the consultation is to awaken dreams, heal wounds, 
stimulate trust, weave relationships, learn from each 
other, resurrect hope and enlighten minds and hearts to 
act. The attendees were divided into small groups of five 
representing the two dioceses to share their thoughts 
on the central question: How is this “walking together” 
carried out today in the particular Church itself?

Sister Irma commented: “The experience was enriching. 
We shared ideas and I reconnected with people I know, 
and I met new people. One of the persons attending 
was a Villa Maria graduate who lives in Brownsville and 
is still worshipping in Matamoros.”

Celebrating Our Sisters’ Religious Profession

Sr. Dorothy Anhaiser
75 + 1 years

Sr. Martha O’Gara
70 + 1 years

Sr. Lou Ella Hickman
50 years

Sr. Marilyn G. Springs
25 + 1 years
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING
Human Trafficking is defined by the U.S. Government as: 
“The recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or 
obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use 
of FORCE, FRAUD or COERCION for the purpose of subjection 
to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.”

If the victim is under the age of 18 years old, human trafficking 
is defined as the exchange of ANYTHING of value for sex.

Victims often suffer torture, sexual abuse, imprisonment and 
starvation and need specialized treatment for their trauma.

• Accompanied by a controlling person and does not 
speak on their own behalf.

• Lacks control of their ID, money, and/or schedule.
• A person is transported to and from work or lives and 

works in the same place.
• Owes a debt to an employer and cannot leave the job.
• Has unusual bruises and is fearful or overly submissive.
• Exhibits signs of extreme depression or anxiety.
• Has tattoos that say “Daddy” or refers to money or 

being someone’s property.
• Travels often during weekends or for long periods 

of time.
• Has eating or sleeping problems.
• Misses a lot of school.

INDICATORS OF BEING TRAFFICKED
KNOW THE SIGNS

CARE OF CREATION
Laudato Si’ Action Platform, officially launched Nov. 14, 
2021, is a seven-year program based on the encyclical 
“Laudato Si’, on Care for Our Common Home.”  It proposes 
seven goals:  

GOAL #1: Responding to the cry of the Earth.

Goal #2: Responding to the Cry of the Poor
This goal is a call to promote eco-justice, aware that we are 
called to defend human life from conception to death, and 
all forms of life on Earth.

What can we do now?
• Actions could include projects to promote solidarity, 

with special attention given to vulnerable groups such 
as indigenous communities, refugees, migrants, and 
children at risk; analysis and improvement of social 
systems, and social service programs.

• We can continue to grow in awareness by reading, 
studying, viewing webinars, etc.

• Visit www.catholicclimatecovenant.org with which we 
are enrolled as partners.

All commercial sex involving a minor is legally considered 
human trafficking. Commercial sex involving an adult is 
human trafficking if the person providing
commercial sex is doing so against his or her
will as a result of force, fraud or coercion. 

REALITY

REPORT suspicious HUMAN TRAFFICKING
activity or GET HELP from federal law enforcement. 

Call 1-888-373-7888 or submit a tip online
at humantraffickinghotline.org/report-trafficking.

Currently, the immigration group has been
working with the people who are seeking asylum in 
Matamoros. The group is accepting monetary donations 
and gently used clothing for children and adults. 

If you would like to make a donation, please contact Sister 
Colette Brehony at 361-455-1802.

IMMIGR ATION

(Office for Justice, Ecology and Peace, Canberra, Australia)

“Lord, when we listen with your ears we hear: the 
sound of hungry children, the distress of the mentally 
ill, the silent pain of homeless women and men. Have 
mercy on us and open our ears.”



Thirty years have passed since the term “inculturation” first 
appeared in a Vatican document (Catechesi tradendae, n. 53, 
October 1979). Since then, the term and concept of inculturation 
have gained a prominent place in papal speeches on missionary 
action, evangelisation and intercultural and interfaith dialogue.

Since its birth, when it experienced a shift from the Judaic to 
the Hellenistic world, the Church encountered a great many 
cultures. In the 20th century, the Magisterium of the Church 
welcomed the rapid rise of complexity and cultural pluralism, 
through reflection and analysis. The Second Vatican Council 
dealt with the relationship between faith and culture in the 
constitution Gaudium et Spes (cf n. 53), which also closely 
looks at how in the modern world, scientific development and 
the emerging social sciences, along with industrialisation and 
urbanisation, shaped a new form of mass culture.

Gradually, the term inculturation took its place alongside 
concepts like “acculturation,” “transculturation” and 
“enculturation”. Acculturation refers to the meeting of cultures 
and the changes it generates. Transculturation refers to a set 
of elements present in all cultures or the ethnocentric and 
unidirectional transfer of some elements from one culture to 
another. Finally, enculturation, refers to the process whereby 
an individual learns the requirements of the culture in which 
he or she is steeped. More generally, it is the process by which 
culture is passed on from one generation to the next. In this 
sense, enculturation is synonymous with “socialisation”.

Borrowing from the Special Assembly of the Synod in 1985, 
Pope John Paul II defined inculturation in Redemptoris Missio, 
n. 52, as “the intimate transformation of authentic cultural 
values through their integration in Christianity and the insertion 
of Christianity in the various human cultures.” This means that 

inculturation is characterised by a dual movement, i.e. a dialogic 
movement towards cultures via the incarnation of the Gospel 
and the transmission of its values, and a movement towards the 
Church that involves the incorporation of values that come from 
the cultures the latter encounters. Therefore, a fruitful cross-
fertilisation can follow.

In other words, inculturation raises two related problems, 
that of the evangelisation of cultures and that of the cultural 
understanding of the Gospel. It was this movement that led 
John Paul II to say in 1982, “The synthesis between culture 
and faith is not only a requirement of culture, but also of faith 
. . . . Faith that does not become culture is not fully accepted, 
nor entirely reflected upon, or faithfully experienced” (Speech 
to the participants of the national congress of the Movimento 
Ecclesiale di Impegno Culturale, 16 January 1982).

This means that inculturation is not an action but a process 
that unfolds over time, one that is active and based on mutual 
recognition and dialogue, a critical mind and insight, faithfulness 
and conversion, transformation and growth, renewal and 
innovation.

If we want to really understand what is at stake in the process 
called “inculturation”, clarify the relationship between faith and 
culture, and see how the Christian faith spreads around the 
world when it comes into contact with all cultures, we must first 
ask ourselves what culture means. Indeed, what is culture? In 
what terms does the Magisterium of the Church refer to it? As a 
starting point, we can say that culture is the set of means used 
by mankind to become more virtuous and reasonable in order to 
become fully human. In its fullest sense, culture means opening 
up to the divine, and ultimately, to a religious dimension. 

“Inculturation and interculturality in John Paul II and Benedict XVI”
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Excerpt from Religion and Society “Inculturation and interculturality in John Paul II and Benedict XVI” 03/29/2010 by Francesco Follo
https://www.oasiscenter.eu/en/inculturation-and-interculturality-in-john-paul-ii-and-benedict-xvi

A  SE A S O N  O F  P R AY E R ,  FA S T I N G  A N D  A L M S G I V I N G

Consideration for Culture


