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The beginning of the second quarter of the twentieth century showed great changes 
in the lives of the Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament in Corpus 
Christi. The cloister had been officially lifted and Sisters were going out to help with 
catechesis in the local parishes, the school enrollment was growing as were the 
vocations to the religious life of the Sisters, a new bishop was in the diocese and an 
up-to-date building for school and convent was nearing completion. With the second 
quarter of the century opening, there were many more changes to come.

Back in  1922, Sisters Antoinette and Bernard had sailed to Ireland looking for 
candidates for religious life. They landed in the midst of a war between the “Free 
Staters” and the Republicans; in fact, the first shots were fired on the day that the 
two Sisters set foot on Irish soil. They traveled to a quieter County Sligo in the western 
part of the island and began their recruitment in the local schools and parishes; they 
enjoyed great success as ten young women responded positively to the call of the 
Spirit. After five months of diligent work, the two Sisters and their new aspirants set 
sail on November 22, 1922. The girls were no doubt happy to leave the civil war in 
progress only to come to a strange new land full of mosquitoes, heat and humidity, 
deep homesickness, and a new thing called “Grand Silence.” With such a young and 
no doubt cheerful group of young women, the silence was a great challenge and 
there were likely many times of quiet conversation and laughter.

As these new vocations were introduced to the Incarnate Word and convent life, 
they were also given some instruction in how to teach; when they made their first 
vows and became scholastics, they quickly entered the classrooms and began their 
teaching careers. Fortunately for each one, there was an experienced Sister within 
reach for ideas and guidance. This move came in conjunction with the ideas of the 
new Bishop.

Emmanuel Ledvina had been installed as the Bishop of Corpus Christi back in 1921 
and he immediately began a tour of the diocese to assess the needs of the people and 
the parishes. He was quite dismayed to find the great scarcity of Christian education 
for the children and young people. He devised a plan and approached Mother Michel 
West, the Superior General,  with a request for Sisters to go into the outlying towns 
to set up and run the schools. The first was Robstown, followed in short order by 
Beeville, Sinton, Vattman and Rockport. Since the missionary zeal had remained such 
a strong force throughout the years of the Sisters in America, Mother Michel was only 
too happy to oblige.

Mother de Matel experienced and 
expressed her relationship with the 
Incarnate Word in the context of 
her times. Since her father was a 
member of the French court, much 
of her imagery and vocabulary 
comes from that perspective. We 
can join her in viewing what we call 
the “Communion of Saints” as those 
who have entered into the presence 
of the divine throne room.

In that sense, she experienced the 
saints as her mentors, teachers, 
companions, defenders—all sharing 
the divine patronage of her Beloved, 
the Incarnate Word.

She described several encounters 
with St. Jerome, whose feast is at 
the end of this month. He was “given 
to” her as her instructor in Sacred 
Scripture. In her conversations with 
him, she learned of his friendship 
with Saint Paula, the abbess he 
considered a collaborator during 
the translation of Scriptures into the 
vernacular of that time—Latin.

Surely Mother de Matel took to 
heart his often-quoted admonition: 
“Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance 
of Christ.” Through her consistent 
quotes and references to Scripture, 
she attested to a positive version: 
Familiarity with Scripture expresses 
and nurtures familiarity with Christ.

Are we there yet?

Sr. Annette’s 
Reflection

Great Change in the Twentieth Century
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2021 SCHEDULED TEXAS EXECUTIONS | PRAYER VIGIL GATHERING

Tuesday | October 12, 2021
Stephen Barbee

Wednesday | October 27, 2021
Ruben Gutierrez

Wednesday | September 8, 2021
John Ramirez

Tuesday | September 28, 2021
Rick Rhoades

In these days of difficulty, we Americans 
everywhere must and shall choose the path of 
social justice, the path of faith, the path of hope, 
and the path of love toward our fellow man.

Franklin D. Roosevelt

To all people of good will who are working for 
social justice: never tire of working for a more just 
world, marked by greater solidarity.

Pope Francis

I must say tonight that a riot is the language of 
the unheard. And what is it America has failed 
to hear; it has failed to hear that the promises of 
freedom and justice have not been met. And it 
has failed to hear that large segments of a white 
society are more concerned about tranquility and 
the status quo than about justice and humanity.

Martin Luther King, Jr.  

Peace and Justice 
Corner

Leadership Team meetings are held on the 
second Saturday of the month.

DATES TO REMEMBER
September 11
Birth of Jeanne Chezard 
de Matel

September 25-26
Fall General Assembly

November 5
Inaugural event for our Sesquicentennial Year

You are invited to join in prayer with the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word, at 6:00 p.m. on days when 
prisoners are scheduled to be executed by the 
State of Texas--for the prisoner, the victims and the 
family members of both prisoner and victims.

Some of the tales of the adventures in Robstown would probably be echoed 
in the other towns; the streets and roads were oftentimes still mostly dirt and 
when the rains came, they became a mud bath. The Sisters wore boots to go 
from the convent to the school or church but as one leg was lifted, the other 
one would sink deep into the mud and caliche mix. One of the Sisters was known 
to really enjoy her meals and often needed students to hold onto her as they 
crossed the road. Imagine some of these young Irish Sisters coming, first to a 
new country and lifestyle, then almost immediately into the classroom and, on 
top of that, in a strange little town away from the Motherhouse in Corpus Christi.

Back in 1913, there had been only thirteen Sisters; by the late 20s there were 
sixty-six, many of these from Incarnate Word Academy itself. Interestingly, while 
some of these early vocations changed their minds and left, most of these 
Sisters, and a majority  of those who  followed them over the years, remained 
faithful to the Incarnate Word and would go on to celebrate fifty, sixty and even 
seventy years of religious life.

In earlier years, first Father Jaillet and then Father Sheid, both serving as 
superintendents, had encouraged improvements in the curriculum and classroom 
settings. These movements had promoted IWA into a new era. However, in 
the ‘20s, the Sisters realized that an accreditation by the State Department of 
Education in Texas would be a major move and a great plus for the Academy. The 
first request was rejected  with a list of problem areas, most of them focused 
more on the physical state of the classrooms—lighting, heating, and fresh air—
and the playground area. The rejection did, however, point out that the teachers 
themselves were excellent and qualified. With immediate haste, the Sisters, with 
the help of Msgr. Lannon, the new superintendent, began addressing the various 
items of the rejection letter. The Sisters even worked on improving their own 
teaching skills and the next appeal for accreditation met with great success. It 
was that first letter of rejection that had impelled the bishop to help the Sisters 
build a modern building for both convent and school. 

{Continues From Page 1}
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Grateful in This Time of Sorrow
Respecting the Covid-19 concerns, the Motherhouse 
community’s services for Sr. Rose Miriam Gansle were held as 
private services. However, through the Facebook page on our 
website we were able to live stream these services and thus 
make them available to Sr. Rose Miriam’s family, the Incarnate 
Word Associates and others. Happily, our Incarnate Word Sisters 
in Victoria and Cleveland, Ohio, were also able to join us in the 
Rosary on Tuesday, August 24 and the Mass of Christian Burial 
on Wednesday, August 25. The Sisters are grateful for the loving 
support provided by Bishop Michael Mulvey, who presided at 
the Mass, and the concelebrants—our chaplain Monsignor 
Thomas Feeney and Reverend Pete Elizardo. We are also 
grateful for the many notes of condolences and expressions of 
love and appreciation for Sr. Rose Miriam.

Sr. Judith Marie Saenz began the first phase of her sabbatical 
on August 17. She is attending the Ministry to Ministers 
Program located adjacent to the campus of the Oblate School 
of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. May her time there be filled 
with rest, renewal and many more blessings!

Entering Sabbatical

Welcome Sr. Esther Dunegan
On August 9, after a brief sabbatical following her years of service 
as Chancellor in the Dioceses of Brownsville and then Beaumont, 
Sr. Esther Dunegan began her service to the Congregation as 
Secretary General/Archivist. Welcome, Sr. Esther!

Anna Le Acceptance 
to Novitiate
Sister Anna Hien Le, a daughter of 
Hiem Le and Tam Hoang, entered 
the Novitiate with the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word and Blessed 
Sacrament in a private ceremony on 
August 15th, 2021. She will be under 
the direction of Sister Martha O’Gara, 
a member of the Initial Formation 
Team that includes Sisters Rosa Maria 
Ortiz and Theresa Nguyen.

Born in Viet Nam, Sister Anna came 
to live with us at the Incarnate Word 
Motherhouse in December, 2020.

Incarnate Word Charism Retreat
Tuesday, August 10, Sr. Annette Wagner directed an afternoon 
retreat on the Incarnate Word charism, spirituality and 
mission for the staff of Guadalupe Regional Middle School 
in Brownsville. The IWBS Sisters share co-sponsorship of this 
tuition-free Catholic school with the Christian Brothers and the 
Marist Brothers. The responsibility for providing annual spiritual 
formation to the faculty is rotated among the sponsoring 
congregations. Along with her presentation and process, Sr. 
Annette provided materials on the life of Jeanne de Matel 
and various prayer cards for their use in asking for Mother de 
Matel’s intercession.

 I wish to imitate the love of 
the Incarnate Word, a love 
without boundaries, to serve 
others as Jesus loves us.
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HUMAN TR AFFICKING

Many survivors have been trafficked by romantic 
partners, including spouses, and by family 
members, including parents.

REALIT Y

Traffickers target victims they don’t know.
MY TH AB OU T HUMAN TR AFFICKING

World Day Against Human Trafficking was celebrated on 
Friday, July 30, 2021.  We agreed that we would pray to end 
human trafficking with our Sisters who pray the Rosary and 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, August 20 in 
our convent Chapel.

New Life Refuge Ministries is sponsoring a Golf Tournament 
on Monday, September 20, 2021 at North Shore Country 
Club, 801 East Broadway, Portland, Texas at 10:00 a.m. Our 
committee is advertising the Drive Out Child Trafficking Gold 
Tournament in the following ways:

• Advertising on KLUX and South Texas Newspaper
• The Knights of Columbus
• The Diocesan Office of Catholic Schools
• The Vicar for Priests
• The IWBS Associates
• IWBS Facebook and Newsletter

We will discuss the January 28th Celebration of Courage Boots 
and Bling at our Tuesday, September 14 meeting at 12:45 p.m.

The first convicted Trafficker in Nueces County
received a 40-year prison sentence.

FACT AB OU T HUMAN TR AFFICKING

May the God who created a world of diversity and vibrancy,
Go with us as we embrace life in all its fullness.

May the Son who teaches us to care for stranger and foreigners,
Go with us as we try to be good neighbors in our communities.

May the Spirit who breaks down our barriers and celebrates community,
Go with us as we find the courage to create a place of welcome for all.

The Immigration Action Group agreed
 to provide water for a year to the South Texas Human Rights 
Center. This donation is for a water barrel in Falfurrias for 
immigrants passing through. Water for the barrel will be 
provided for a year.

IMMIGR ATION

Diversity Blessing
Clare McBeath and Tim Presswood

DRIVE OUT
CHILD TRAFFICKING
NEW LIFE REFUGE CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT

September 20, 2021
North Shore Country Club

1801 E. Broadway, Portaland, Texas

newliferefugeministries.org/events/

Exciting prizes and tons of fun contests and games.
Sign up today!



her death, is a fitting tribute to her life,” as St. Paul in the first 
Letter to the Thessalonians, commends the community on their 
acceptance of the Gospel message: 

We give thanks to God always for you, [Sister Rose Miriam], 
remembering you in our prayers, unceasingly calling to mind your 
work of faith and labor of love and endurance in hope of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, before our God and Father, knowing, [Sister Rose 
Miriam], beloved of God, how you were chosen. For the Gospel 
did not come to you in word alone, but also in power and in the 
Holy Spirit, and with much conviction...in every place your faith 
in God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything.

St. Paul acknowledged that his preaching of the Gospel was not 
received as a mere human communication or intellectual exercise, 
but it made a strong impact on the lives of the Thessalonians. Like 
them, Sister Rose Miriam heard the Word, listened to the Word, 
pondered the Word in her heart, and lived the Word, proclaiming 
the Gospel and putting the message of the Gospel into practice. 
Her proclamation and practice of the Gospel message was 
evident in her musical talents, faithfully providing sacred music in 
liturgical celebrations in the congregation and in the parishes; in 
her teaching and parish ministry; in her poetry received in prayer 
and her composition of hymns and prayers; in her sharing joys 
and sorrows with her community of Sisters and Associates, her 
family, co-workers, and friends.

She can be considered a modern-day secretary to the foundress, 
Venerable Jeanne Chezard de Matel. In addition to serving 
many years as Secretary General for the Congregation, she also 
devoted many years as secretary of the International Committee 
for the Unification of the Order of the Incarnate Word, who 
provided materials for Sisters of the Incarnate Word throughout 
the world, including Constitution and Directory revisions, liturgy 
aids, histories of the various congregations, and the compilation 
of quotations from the writings of the foundress. A devoted 
daughter of Jeanne de Matel, Sister Rose Miriam read and 
pondered her writings and made them come alive today in her 
reflection, journaling, and publications.

“What has been your word for me during this retreat, my Love? 
I hear you saying to stay open to where you will lead me when I 
leave the Secretary’s office. I say Yes! Here I am. And I continue 
to hear you say, ‘Just let me love you!’ I do want that! Thank you! 
Help me to be wholly vigilant, wholly present, wholly adoring
and wholly surrendered to your loving action!”

Sister Rose Miriam Gansle, IWBS, surrendered her earthly life 
to eternal life on Wednesday, August 18, 2021, at Incarnate 
Word Convent. Born June 6, 1942, in Corpus Christi, Texas, the 
only daughter of Justus and Sylvia Gansle, Sister Rose Miriam is 
preceded in death by her parents and three brothers, Jerry, Jim 
and John Gansle. She is survived by one brother Richard, his wife 
Sue Gansle, a niece, Greta Gansle, and many nieces and nephews.

Taught by the Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament 
at St. Patrick School and Incarnate Word Academy, she wanted 
to become a Sister from a young age. After graduation from 
Incarnate Word Academy in 1960, she entered the convent and 
made first profession of vows in 1963. She taught at Incarnate 
Word Academy and at various parish schools in Corpus Christi, 
Brownsville, and Kingsville, Texas. Serving the evangelizing 
mission of the Church included teaching in the Pastoral Institute 
for Ministry and Adult Faith Formation in the Corpus Christi 
Diocese. She served the Congregation in numerous capacities, 
such as Secretary General, Vocation Director, and Organist. She 
also served as Secretary General for the Sisters of the Incarnate 
Word of Parma Heights, Ohio.

In the Celebration of Life and Mass of Christian Burial for Sister 
Rose Miriam on August 25, 2021, Bishop Michael Mulvey gave a 
poetic description of Hope as the little sister of Faith and Love. 
“It is the little sister of Hope that shines in each one of us,” he 
said, “giving us the brightness of joy, kindness, and simplicity that 
allows Charity to be expressed in small ways and allows Faith to 
be so strong. Thank you, Sister Rose Miriam, for being that little 
sister of Hope.”

Bishop Mulvey further explained how Sister Rose Miriam 
embraced and lived the Incarnation—God’s coming into our lives 
and being present within us and among us. She lived the Incarnate 
Word, touching others through teaching, serving, celebrating 
Eucharist, reconciliation, and even experiencing death as Jesus 
did. All is Incarnational. God’s Incarnate Love came to fulfillment 
for her as she passed to eternal life. “We celebrate her becoming 
what we all hope for,” Bishop Mulvey said, “being one with Him 
and seeing Him face to face.”

“Sharing formation years, education at Mary Immaculate and 
Christopher College, graduation from Our Lady of the Lake 
University, and teaching at Incarnate Word Academy with Sister 
Rose Miriam was a great blessing,” said Sister Michelle Marie 
Kuntscher. “The first reading at Mass on August 23, five days after

The last entry in her journal, dated 7/16/21, Sister Rose Miriam 
shows her readiness to meet Jesus face to face:

SISTER ROSE MIRIAM GANSLE


