
SISTERS OF THE INCARNATE WORD AND BLESSED SACRAMENT

The Word Lives
OCTOBER 2021

The Stock Market Crash of 1929 affected most people in the country, causing 
jobs and incomes to almost disappear. The Sisters did not own any stock but 
the tuition upon which they depended nearly dried up. They lost many paying 
students in Corpus Christi and in the parish schools where they were now 
living and teaching.

Msgr. Lannon, pastor at St. Patrick Cathedral, saw the situation immediately 
and began to contact different families in the area to supply groceries to the 
Sisters on a regular basis. A local baker made sure that the Sisters always had 
a good stock of bread in their pantry. And just as the food supplies began to 
come regularly, so also did the vocations continue in a steady flow.

Additionally, it was during these years that the possibilities of continued 
education for the Sisters seemed that it might come to an end because of the 
loss of tuition but a two-prong approach amended the situation. Firstly, some 
benefactors stepped forward and began covering the costs of the college 
tuition so that the Sisters could continue their college studies. Secondly, Sister 
Antoinette Begley, principal of the Academy, received permission from the 
Superior General to establish an Education Fund for all future Sisters. The 
permission came quickly, the fund was started and began to grow; even to 
this day, every teaching Sister has been the beneficiary of a strong education 
at a recognized Catholic college or university.

One major event in the 1930s came about when the Sisters in the Brownsville 
Community realized that, financially, they could no longer be independent. 
They appealed to the Corpus Christi Convent for assistance which came in 
the form of an amalgamation. This provided that the two houses become 
one with the Corpus Christi house becoming the house of governance; it 
also provided an exchange of Sisters so that the two communities would 
blend together. As you might imagine, the blending was not without some 
difficulties as different, and strong, personalities worked and grew together.

Once again, thanks to the growing number of vocations and the amalgamation, 
the Sisters found themselves becoming crowded and in need of a larger 
residence, something that the current downtown tract of land could not 
support. The problem was presented to Bishop Ledvina who informed the 
Sisters that they might be interested in a 40-acre plot of land on Alameda 
Street which, at that time, was on the outskirts of town. The cost was more 
than the Sisters could afford but the Bishop said that he would be glad to help 
with the construction costs.

Either to suffer or to die!

Mother de Matel uses this phrase to 
express the intensity of the Incarnate 
Word’s love for her—and us all. It 
also points to the response that love 
for the Incarnate Word can call forth 
from us.

This quote from Teresa of Avila and 
multiple references throughout her 
writings express our Foundress’ 
view of this Carmelite reformer as 
both model and encouragement. 
She wrote in her journal: “Just as 
Saint Teresa had been a channel of 
graces for her Order and for others, 
his Goodness had chosen me to 
distribute his loving favors.”

Jeanne was comforted by this recently 
canonized, steadfast woman--who 
also faced criticism in pursuing her 
vocation as teacher during a time 
when women were not welcomed in 
public discourse. She acknowledged 
the special grace they shared in being 
able to receive Communion daily. She 
heard the Incarnate Word compare 
his mercy and guidance of St. Teresa 
with His treatment of her.

Clearly these two women were 
closely united in their experience of 
the demands of “a love that never 
says enough.” The selflessness of such 
commitment that leads to suffering 
or—under some circumstances—
even death.

Are we there yet?

Sr. Annette’s 
Reflection

Years of Special Challenges & Opportunities

{Continues on Page 2}
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2021 SCHEDULED TEXAS EXECUTIONS | PRAYER VIGIL GATHERING

Wednesday | November 10, 2021
Kosoul Chanthakoummane

Wednesday | November 17, 2021
Ramiro Gonzales

Tuesday | October 12, 2021
Stephen Barbee

Wednesday | November 3, 2021
Fabian Hernandez

The dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate to 
the stormy present.  The occasion is piled high 
with difficulty and we must rise to the occasion.  
As our case is new so we must think anew and
act anew.

Abraham Lincoln

Let us remember that love lives through sacrifice 
and is nourished by giving.  Without sacrifice 
there is no love.

Maximillian Kolbe

We must learn to be silent long enough to hear 
the cries of the other.

Joan Chittister OSB  

He defends the cause of the fatherless and the 
widow and loves the foreigner residing among 
you giving them food and clothing.

Deuteronomy 10:18

Peace and Justice 
Corner

Leadership Team meetings are held on the 
second Saturday of the month.

DATES TO REMEMBER
November 5
Celebration at the Cathedral
to launch the Sesquicentennial

June 11, 2022
Celebration of Sisters’ Jubilees

July 18-21, 2022
International Reunion

You are invited to join in prayer with the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word, at 6:00 p.m. on days when 
prisoners are scheduled to be executed by the 
State of Texas--for the prisoner, the victims and the 
family members of both prisoner and victims.

The attack on Pearl Harbor and the entry into World War II quickly put 
a temporary end to the planning. It was at this time, with the war effort 
building up, that the United States established a Naval Base in Corpus 
Christi. This was a boon for the city, as hundreds of military personnel 
and their families poured into the area. It was also a boon for the 
Academy, as many families flocked to the Sisters for education. In fact, 
by the middle of 1942, the enrollment was eleven hundred students and 
they literally poured out of doors and windows as classrooms were set 
up in every available space. Rooms in the Sisters’ chapel were used, as 
were the sacristy of the old Cathedral, hallways where desks could be 
situated, and the occasional cloak rooms (narrow but long—put a class 
in it and started teaching). The shortage of teachable areas did not deter 
new parents from asking for admittance for their children. Many Sisters 
were now teaching double loads.

In these few rather short paragraphs, we have traced almost a quarter 
of a century for the Sisters—a portrait with large strokes of activities—
depression and war. It is, however, in the day-to-day living that the 
Incarnate Word has always done his greatest works. The Sisters’ daily 
routine of prayers, liturgy, teaching, cleaning and fixing the convent and 
the school was imbued with the presence of Jesus and his model of how 
to live with love and compassion, no matter what is going on in the larger 
world. Vocations were plenty in these years and many of the older—and 
sometimes not so old—Sisters went to meet the Incarnate Word and 
Jeanne Chézard de Matel face to face.

{Continues From Page 1}

When my heart seeks limitless horizons
When my gaze rests only on the One
Hope breaks through, Spirit is free
To fill, to fire, to enlighten, to gift.
(5/15/2005)

To See
By: Sister Rose Miriam Gansel
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2021 Fall General Assembly
Sisters met at the Motherhouse, as well as through Zoom, 
for their annual Fall General Assembly, September 25-
26, 2021. The schedule and events were prepared by a 
group of Sisters called “The Weavers”. The primary focus 
of the day was “Discerning Our Emerging Future”, which 
is an initiative of the Leadership Conference of Women 
Religious (LCWR). A secondary theme was appreciating 
and expressing the richness of the many ethnic and racial 
heritages of members of the community. The morning 
prayer for both days reflected these themes.

Saturday morning, Sr. Annette Wagner provided an 
introduction of the LCWR discernment process and 
facilitated the morning discussion. Two afternoon sessions 
included viewing the YouTube presentations by various 
speakers, which was facilitated by Sr. Anne Munley, IHM. 
The first session addressed “Various Perspectives on 
Discerning Our Emerging Future: Vocations, Formation, 
New Members”, and the second session covered 
“Discerning Our Emerging Future and Cultural Diversity”. 
Small group discussion followed each session.

Sunday, many Sisters wore their cultural attire. Morning 
Prayer was an intercultural ritual of the “Prayer of the Four 
Directions”. After community matters were addressed, 
Sr. Annette provided an introduction to the Synod 2021-
2023, “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation, 
and Mission”. She encouraged the Sisters to participate in 
the consultation process on the diocesan level.

The Fall Assembly concluded with the celebration of
the Eucharist.

Congratulation David
David Landa completed his two years of orientation 
and one year of discernment in preparation for his 
commitment as an Incarnate Word Associate of Corpus 
Christi. Because of the pandemic, work schedules, and 
other factors, the ceremony of commitment was delayed 
numerous times. On Sunday September 19, 2021 at 4 
p.m. on the front porch of Incarnate Word Convent and 
in the presence of Sisters and Associates, David Landa 
pledged his commitment and received his Associate pin 
from Sr. Annette Wagner, Superior General. 

Special Appreciation
The faculty and staff of Guadalupe Regional Middle 
School (GRMS) were appreciative of Sr. Annette for 
presenting the “Back to School” Staff Retreat on August 
10, 2021. She was able to share wonderful and inspiring 
reflections of the Charism of Venerable Mother Matel. 
GRMS has taken the characteristics  of the IWBS Charism 
and printed them professionally into larger postings so 
that the students can review and reflect upon them daily.

The Spirit Center Invites All Youth
Ministers for a Day of Reflection

Saturday, November 6, 2021
8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Spirit Center
5528 FM3088  |  Robstown, Texas 78380

KINDLY RSVP BY NOVEMBER 3,  2021 | FREE EVENT
sbasaldu@bluntzerspiritcenter.org

Renewed and Restored
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CARE OF CREATION
Sisters and Associates have received the Catholic Climate 
Action petition calling on President Biden and Congress to 
enact bypartisan, forward-thinking solutions to save our 
planet for future generations. “The cry of the Earth and 
the cry of the poor are becoming increasingly serious and 
alarming and require decisive, urgent action to transform 
this crisis into an opportunity,” Pope Francis stated in urging 
Catholics to get involved during this Season of Creation.

In her article, “This Season of Creation, Hope Matters,” 
Christina Ferguson, in the Catholic Climate Covenant 
newsletter, reflects on the closing keynote by Sister Ilia 
Delio, OSF, PhD, at the Laudato Si and U.S. Catholic Church 
Conference in August. Sister Ilia describes the energy in the 
ecosystem and all of nature as tangible, experienced, and 
real. What happens in one corner of an ecosystem affects all 
parts of that ecosystem. Simply put, matter matters.

Ms. Ferguson notes that something else matters too: hope. If 
all of creation is part of a living, holy body, it just may be that 

our hopefulness for our world is as contagious and impactful 
on nature as our actions are. Sister Ilia challenges participants 
to use language that reflects our deep connectivity. She asks 
herself what her relationship is to the natural world: “Am I 
distant cousin?, or am I sister?” She refers to the writings of 
Fr. Teilhard de Chardin, citing that ours is a web of created 
beings deeply entangled with God the Creator. St. Francis of 
Assisi embraced and celebrated this divine entanglement, by 
inviting creatures and creation to praise the Lord.

In this Season of Creation and beyond, our prayers, advocacy, 
and actions deeply matter and help us grow in our personal 
eco-conversion. Let us be hopeful in our actions (reduce 
our consumption, utilize alternative energies, choose more 
sustainable food sources, sign the Catholic Climate Petition) 
as much as in our personal hymns of praise. “Where there 
is despair, let us bring hope.” Let this mantra fuel our hearts 
and voices as we tackle the climate change. As St. Francis 
urges us, when we are tempted to despair, remember that 
hope matters.

As one of its objectives, the South Texas Human Rights Center 
in Falfurrias, Texas, recovers and identifies the bodies of 
individuals who have lost their lives in Brooks County so their 
families can receive closure as they are laid to rest. In July 89 
bodies were recovered.

IMMIGR ATION

A new year dawns,
Holding memories, inviting hope

Calling to eternal advent
Embracing the mystery of Mary’s Yes

Making it our own as we await Emmanuel
Becoming enfleshed anew in us.

(1/01/09)

Eternal Advent
By: Sister Rose Miriam Gansel


