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The Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament (IWBS) came 
to Texas with a great love of God in their hearts, a commitment to 
the teaching mission of the Church, and a willingness to share in a 
new venture. In doing so, they forged a path in the rugged land of 
South Texas. With their determination and vision they brought Jesus, 
the Incarnate Word, to the people of this area through their ministry 
of Catholic education.

Arriving in Corpus Christi on March 2, 1871, just two weeks later 
they opened Incarnate Word Academy, a Fine Arts school for girls, 
elementary through secondary. The goal was to offer an educational 
facility that provided a nurturing Christian environment for community 
building and individual development of the potential of each student. 
Over the years, the school and the Sisters have evolved and grown. IWA 
now claims three levels of co-education: Elementary (both traditional 
and Montessori methodology options), Middle and Secondary.  And 
the Sisters have broadened their efforts. 

What began as a simple focus on a Catholic school has continued to 
expand—when possible and as needed—into establishing and staffing 
parish schools throughout the Diocese of Corpus Christi. The next 
step was offering summer Vacation Bible School in parishes without a 
Catholic school. In more recent years, concern for evangelization has 
moved Sisters at various times into direct parish work through “CCD” 
programs, adult faith formation and Rite of Initiation for Adults (RCIA); 
into college campus ministry, service in diocesan offices, hospital 
chaplaincy, prison ministry and spiritual direction. Most recently, 
through the generosity of Fanny Bluntzer Nason, the Sisters have 
opened the Spirit Center to offer a site for retreats to bring any youth 
(or adults) closer to God and one another. Whatever the ministry, the 
focus can be summed up by this statement from the Constitution:

In her writings, Mother de Matel 
lovingly wrote of “the great Saint 
Andrew.”  She found special 
significance in his being one of 
the first two disciples, who eagerly 
shared his discovery with his 
brother. And she wrote admiringly 
of his humility in seeing Peter 
given leadership of the disciples 
when he was younger in both age 
and vocation.

In this apostle, our Foundress 
recognized a kindred spirit. His 
question, “Where do you live?” 
was echoed in her own desire to 
unite and dwell with the Incarnate 
Word forever.

She understood Saint Andrew 
to be one “who greeted the 
Cross with loving readiness”; and 
connected his joy in the cross 
with the Incarnate Word’s “Holy 
Sacrifice, adorable Sacrament and 
your pleasing Sacrifice.” A call she 
understood that she shared.  

She received from the Incarnate 
Word a pattern of Saint Andrew’s 
cross as a reminder of “the power 
and richness of my cross.”  She 
heard Him say:  “You have been 
given the name Sister of Calvary. 
You must be my daughter of the 
Cross and say with Saint Andrew, 
O, good Cross which gave me 
possession of the Crucified . . . ”

Sr. Annette’s 
Reflection

Hope Leads Us Into Our Future

Our mission calls us forth in service to others...In our ministry, we 
direct our service toward bringing about a Christian wholeness 
in each person and a Christian unity among all.  (#81)
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2022 SCHEDULED TEXAS EXECUTIONS | PRAYER VIGIL GATHERING

Wednesday | August 17, 2022
Kosoul Chanthakoummane

Tuesday | March 8, 2022
Michael Gonzales

Wednesday | July 13, 2022
Ramiro Gonzales

The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will 
be our doubts of today. Let us move forward with 
strong and active faith.

Franklin D. Roosevelt

It’s not about the church meeting your needs; it’s 
about joining the mission of God’s people to meet 
the world’s needs.

Brian D. McLaren

We must restore hope to young people, help the 
old, be open to the future, spread love. Be poor 
among the poor. We need to include the excluded 
and preach peace.

Pope Francis

Joy is the simplest form of gratitude.

Karl Barth

Peace and Justice 
Corner

Leadership Team meetings are held on the 
second Saturday of the month.

DATES TO REMEMBER
January 22, 2022
Congregational Meeting

February 19, 2022
Congregational Meeting

March 19 2022
Extraordinary Chapter

April 7, 2022
Spirit Center Celebrity Dinner

You are invited to join in prayer with the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word, at 6:00 p.m. on days when 
prisoners are scheduled to be executed by the 
State of Texas--for the prisoner, the victims and the 
family members of both prisoner and victims.

Grateful for You
Keeping a prayerful vigil for days, Sisters and nursing staff 
accompanied Sister Agnes Marie Tengler as she approached 
the threshold to eternal life. Her passing was peaceful. Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the services at the Motherhouse 
were private. Through the Congregation’s Facebook page on 
our website, we were able to livestream these services and 
make them available to Sister’s relatives and friends, our Sisters 
in other locations, the Incarnate Word Associates, priests, and 
many others. Thus, they joined us for the Scriptural Rosary on 
Tuesday evening, October 12, and for the Mass of Christian 
Burial on Wednesday, October 13.  Bishop Michael Mulvey 
presided at the Mass, and our Chaplain Msgr. Thomas Feeney, 
Msgr. Michael Howell, and Fr. Pete Elizardo concelebrated. 
We are grateful for their presence and support. We are also 
grateful for all who joined us virtually and for the many notes of 
condolences and expressions of love and appreciation for the 
life and dedicated service of Sister Agnes Marie. 

May all the good things in life
be yours, not only at Thanksgiving,

but throughout the coming year.

HAPPY

GRATITUDE • FAMILY • KINDESS
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Congratulation New Associates
On Sunday, October 24, 2021 at 4 p.m. on the front porch 
of Incarnate Word Convent and in the presence of Sisters 
and Associates, five candidates pledged their commitment 
and received their Associate pin from Sr. Annette Wagner, 
Superior General. They completed their two years of 
orientation and one year of discernment in preparation for 
their commitment as an Incarnate Word Associate of Corpus 
Christi. The new Associates are: Nick & Amelia Adamez, Ted & 
Rosie Gonzalez, and Merci McCoy. A sixth candidate, Mary Lou 
Cadriel, who had completed her preparations and wanted to 
make her commitment, passed away before she could do so.  
A special arrangement was made to acknowledge her desire 
to be an Associate.
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HUMAN TR AFFICKING
The Golf Tournament sponsored by the New Life Refuge 
Center on September 20, 2021, was very successful. The 
New Life Refuge Center is also taking part in the Coastal Bend 
Giving Campaign.

The Texas Anti-Human Trafficking WEAR BLUE DAY will be 
celebrated on January 11, 2022.

The New Life Refuge Ministries Celebration of Courage Boots 
and Bling Ball will be held on Friday, January 28, 2022 at 6:00 
P.M. IWBS Sisters will sponsor a table and donate a quilt 
to be placed in the silent auction. If you are interested in 
donating toward a table and donating toward the quilt, place 
your donation in the envelope on the bulletin board in the 
Community Room. Thank You.

Labor trafficking occurs in the United States and
in other developed countries but is reported at
lower rates than sex trafficking.

REALIT Y

Labor trafficking is only or primarily a
problem in developing countries.

MY TH AB OU T HUMAN TR AFFICKING

God of all creation,

How splendid and majestic is the world you created!
It reveals your glory; it teaches us about you.

When you made us in your image,
you gave us this command:
care for the world and for all the creatures in it,
for this is our common home.

Yet your holy creation cries out,
for our home is “burdened and laid waste,”
scorched and scarred.

Come among us
that we might remember our interdependence.
Let us see the face of your Son in those who suffer
from the destruction of our common home.

Help us to be stewards
who honor you in the world you have made
for the good of all creation
and for future generations.

May your justice reign forever!

Amen.



SISTER AGNES MARIE TENGLER

During Sister’s term as principal of Incarnate Word Academy, 
the school received recognition as one of 64 private schools in 
the nation to win the Excellence in Education Award from the 
United States Department of Education. Sister received an award 
from the National Catholic Education Association in 1989 for 
her contribution to Catholic secondary education. In addition to 
ministry in Catholic schools, Sister dedicated her time and talent to 
CCD ministry in various locations in the diocese. She coordinated 
religious education programs and taught at Our Lady of Refuge 
Parish in Refugio, St. Paul the Apostle Parish and Holy Cross Parish 
in Corpus Christi.

Her past involvement in civic and diocesan organizations includes 
membership on the Board of Directors to the Coastal Bend Chapter 
of the American Red Cross, the Red Cross Advisory Council, 
Educational Development Office, and Governance Task Force, 
Mission 2000. Sister was president of the Council of Religious in the 
Corpus Christi diocese; she served on the Incarnate Word School 
Board of Directors in Corpus Christi, the Incarnate Word Academy 
Advisory Council in Brownsville, Region XII Conference of Religious 
Treasurers, Texas Coalition for Responsible Investment, and Villa 
Maria Senior Citizen Community Board.

Listening to music, reading, caring for plants, doing crossword 
puzzles, playing cards in the evening, and visiting with friends were 
activities which Sister Agnes Marie enjoyed for relaxation. An avid 
supporter and unofficial “cheerleader” of Notre Dame’s football 
team, The Fighting Irish, Sister enjoyed watching the games and 
comparing notes with her brother, Msgr. Alvin Tengler.  In their 
retirement they enjoyed visiting over a game of cards with other 
Sisters. She and Sister Catherine Brehony helped him host a New 
Year’s Party for the Sisters every year. Her devotion to her brother 
was most evident in the loving care she gave him in his final illness.  

Msgr. Richard Shirley, Sister Agnes Marie’s co-minister and friend 
for many years, once commented, “We have served together 
on any number of diocesan projects. It was always a welcome 
experience to watch this quiet and elderly nun work her way 
through marshmallow problems to matters of futuristic concerns 
and still remain determined to let the light of the Incarnate Word 
overcome the darkness that still lurks in too many places.” 

In her elder years, she continued to do crossword puzzles, read, 
and play cards or dominoes. Until recently, she wrote letters and 
sent greeting cards to relatives and friends for their birthday or 
other special occasions. Even though health limitations increased 
and walking was difficult, Sister Agnes Marie was determined to 
use a walker, rather than resort to a wheelchair.

Her devotion and service to her Sisters in the community were 
accompanied by a sense of humor, a sharp mind, and a willingness 
to help in any situation.

Sister Agnes Marie, you are finally Home!

“I shall always be grateful to God for calling me to serve Him and His 
people in the consecrated life, a life of love, happiness, and fulfillment.” 

Sister Agnes Marie Tengler (Margaret Christine), Sister of the 
Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament of Corpus Christi, was 
welcomed into eternal life by her loving God on October 7, 2021. 
Born to August John Tengler and Agnes Cecilia Whelan Tengler on 
October 22, 1926, she is preceded in death by her parents and her 
only sibling, Msgr. Alvin Tengler of the Diocese of Corpus Christi.

Margaret and her family were active members of the Cathedral 
Parish. She received her formal education at Incarnate Word 
Academy, being taught by Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed 
Sacrament. After graduation, she entered the Congregation of the 
Sisters of the Incarnate Word on February 2, 1944. She made her 
first profession of vows on August 6, 1945 and perpetual profession 
on August 6, 1948. On October 12, 2019, Sister celebrated 75 years 
of profession of vows with a Mass at Incarnate Word Convent.

In 1952, Sister earned a Bachelor’s degree from Incarnate Word 
College, San Antonio. She earned a Master’s degree in 1956 
from the University of Notre Dame in Indiana, which she proudly 
claimed as her Alma Mater. Her postgraduate work was done at the 
University of Texas in Austin.

A lengthy history of administration in both Congregation and 
school settings is part of Sister Agnes Marie’s legacy. She served 
as Superior General from 1968-1976 and then as Assistant General 
from 1976-1984.  She was principal of Incarnate Word Academy 
from 1962-1968, registrar from 1976-1984, and principal again 
from 1984-1992. During the years 1992-2000, she held the office of 
treasurer general of the Congregation and then served as secretary 
general from 2000-2008. Sister also served as the local treasurer of 
the convent for over 15 years, until 2017 when she retired.

As Superior General, Sister Agnes Marie took an active part in the 
Leadership Conference of Women Religious, holding the office 
of secretary-treasurer for Region XII in the nineteen seventies. 
She was appointed Bishop’s Representative for Religious in the 
Diocese of Corpus Christi in 1976 and Chairperson of the Diocesan 
Development Commission. Sister was a member of the Diocesan 
Pastoral Center Commission and of the Diocesan Pastoral Council.  
In 1984, she was honored for outstanding service to the Church, 
receiving the Papal medal, Pro-Ecclesia Et Pontifice.


