
In her Autobiography, our Foundress recorded 
this spontaneous prayer:
. . . what can I offer You in gratitude for 
all the graces You continually give me?

As Christians, we understand that “grace” is 
simply another term for “gift.”  Something 
freely offered, freely received.  As those in 
loving relationships, we all have memories 
of struggling over just the right gift to give a 
parent, a child, a friend. 

Putting aside the almost automatic “thank you” 
that is expected, what is the best expression of 
appreciation that we watch for?  

The actual use and enjoyment of that gift!

We have just celebrated the gift of the Holy 
Spirit given to the entire Church, and therefore 
to each one of us. How is this Gift being used? 
What fruit is it producing in our lives? Paul wrote 
to the Galatians (5:23) about the Spirit’s fruits; 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. They are 
graces waiting to be welcomed, gifts waiting to 
be unwrapped and used.

So which graces or spiritual gifts have we 
simply put on the shelf? Which have we 
actually opened and are delighting in?

During these days of “ordinary time” that are 
quite extraordinary in the experience of the 
human race, let us see which additional graces 
we can call into action!

For as Mother de Matel affirms in another 
section of her Autobiography,
It is up to us to live in the freedom You 
have acquired for us . . .
until we are completely transformed into 
the light of this Spirit of Love.

Sr. Annette’s 
Reflection
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It is no small statement to say that the Sisters 
have always been industrious. From their early 
mornings with prayers and Mass, through the 
full days of teaching and into the evenings 
in the garden and with the animals and the 
boarders; and then the housekeeping, sewing 
and all needlework to keep everything in 
order--most of the Sisters seemed to be in 
perpetual motion. All this activity was around 
the beginning of the twentieth century, a time 
when there were no board meetings, no parish 
work, and no real activities outside the cloister 
in the evenings.

There is another aspect in the life of a religious 
community that must be described and added 
to the duties of different Sisters: vocations 
form the backbone of any community and, 
beginning in 1895 and going through 1908, 
seven new women came to join the Incarnate 
Word. These additions required training in 
religious life generally and in the workings 
of Foundress Jeanne Chézard de Matel and 
her love of the Incarnate Word, specifically. 
Usually a young woman begins religious life as 
a postulant for one year, a novice for another 
year or perhaps two and then remains in 
temporary vows as a scholastic for three to five 
years. Each of these stages requires personal 
instruction by a professed Sister which, of 
course, added to the many duties described in 
the first paragraph.

This was a time before constitutions and 
directories gave today’s familiar guidelines. 
The community relied on traditions, letters 
of instructions from previous formation 
“mistresses” and records and procedures 
from Brownsville--the “cradle of the Incarnate 
Word” in the New World.  The Superior 
General might ask for advice from the Sisters 
but she did not, during these years, have a 
duly-elected set of councilors to help her.

As the number of vocations grew slowly but 
surely, the Sisters had realized that they might 
need more land, particularly for the garden 
and the animals. They had purchased a 94-
acre tract of land west of the city (located 
between the upper port and the now row of 
refineries) just before the turn of the century. 
The price was $1,891.35, just about $20.12 an 
acre. Mother Patricia in To Texas With Love 
points out that some of the Sisters would head 
out in a horse and wagon for a picnic at “the 
ranch” but no sooner had they consumed 
their lunch than they had to head back to the 
convent before sunset.

Finding someone dependable to farm the 
acreage and share the crops with the Sisters 
proved to be an almost Herculean task. The 
saints were called upon in fervent prayer to 
provide a reliable farmer as well as a plentiful 
crop. The last gentleman hired absconded with 

the mule that the Sisters had purchased as well 
as the various pieces of equipment. It did not 
take much of a vote to discontinue the plans.

One of the most faithful advocates for the 
education offered by the Sisters of the 
Incarnate Word was Father Claude Jaillet, still 
the rector at the Cathedral. Father Jaillet was 
also a member of the county school board 
and, as such, had access to all the information 
about the newest trends in education and the 
goals and expectations for students as they 
completed their schooling. There was talk in 
the city in these early years of the twentieth 
century that Incarnate Word students were 
not as well prepared as their counterparts 
in the public school system. Father Jaillet 
determined that he would study the goals and 
he, himself, would administer the testing for 
completion. In subsequent years, he was very 
proud and willing to share that IWA students 
met every requirement and often exceeded in 
those requirements.

And, as might be expected, not only did the 
students improve but the Sisters also worked 
hard to give the best teaching, based on the 
newest curricula specifications, and then 
some. As many readers will agree, this quality 
of education has remained the backbone of 
Incarnate Word schools well into the twenty-
first century.

Toward the end of the first decade in this new 
century, another major change had come 
about to the advantage of the Sisters. Up 
until this time, the Sisters’ chapel had been 
attached to the parish church—in this case, 
the old St. Patrick Church. The lattice wall—as 
is still seen in the Blessed Sacrament  “Pink” 
Sisters’ residence—kept the Sisters out of 
view of the people in the pews and only a 
small window was open to allow the Sisters 
to receive Communion. The Sisters had 
asked for their own chapel and they certainly 
spent much time in prayer for this request; 
the answer came in 1909 when Bishop Peter 
Verdaguer granted their prayers. They then 
had their own private chapel with the Blessed 
Sacrament present at all times. The next step 
would be to have their own chaplain and so 
the prayers began again. 

150 Years of Incarnate Word History in Corpus 
Christi:  Welcoming a New Century 1900-1910
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2021 SCHEDULED TEXAS EXECUTIONS | PRAYER VIGIL GATHERING

Tuesday | September 8, 2021
John Ramirez

Thursday | June 3, 2021
Carlos Trevino

Wednesday | June 30, 2021
John Hummel

How many resources are spent
on weaponry, especially nuclear weapons, that 
could be used for more significant priorities 
such as ensuring the safety of individuals, 
the promotion of peace and integral human 
development, the fight against poverty and the 
provision of health care...” 

Pope Francis

We walk together or we are not going to arrive.    

Bishop Daniel Flores

We have learned over the past year that pandemics 
are communal struggles. In our nation, over 
500,000 people have died and millions have been 
infected. The US government has invested over 
$13 billion in taxpayer funds to create vaccines, 
and other developed nations have invested 
as well. Now, we in these rich nations have an 
obligation to share with the global community. 
That is the only way to protect the vulnerable here 
and abroad. Both faith and pragmatics demand 
it. When we faithfully care for our neighbors, we 
pragmatically care for ourselves.”

Sr. Simone Campbell

Hate can have no safe harbor in America. It must 
stop. And it is on all of us, all of us together, to 
make it stop.

President Biden

St. Francis shocked his society by his refusal 
of wealth and power in order to embrace the 
poverty and humility of Christ. With God’s grace, 
we, too, can be prophetic witnesses of a different 
way of living.

Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns

Peace and Justice 
Corner

Leadership Team meetings are held on the second Saturday of the month.

DATES TO REMEMBER

June 20
Father’s Day

Annual Fundraiser Event
In May, the Guadalupe Regional Middle School held a “drive thru” 
Mardi Gras celebration as part of their annual fundraising event. They 
had such a wonderful time and were appreciative of the attending 
religious groups. A special thanks to Sr. Vianney Uyeno and Sr. Irma 
Gonzalez for joining the event in May. The Mardi Gras Celebration 
was a success.

June 6
Feast of Corpus Christi

You are invited to join in prayer with the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word, at 6:00 p.m. on days when 
prisoners are scheduled to be executed by the 
State of Texas--for the prisoner, the victims and the 
family members of both prisoner and victims.

Blending Gorgeous Sounds in this 
Beautiful Work for Soprano, Clarinet
and Piano
On May 11th, The Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament 
gathered together to watch The Marshal Weinberg Spring 2021 
Classical Music Season concert. The program featured Schubert’s 
lovely but rarely performed Shepherd on the Rock (Der Hirt 
auf dem Felsen) — the last of his more than 600 songs. The 
Schubert was paired with the world premiere of a new piece 
written for the same instrumentation by composer James Lee 
III, which set the stunning poetry of Sister Lou Ella Hickman. 
The concert was held at 92nd Street Y in New York City. 

Sister Lou Ella’s book she: robed and wordless can be ordered 
at https://www.press53.com/lou-ella-hickman.
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Co-chairs Sister Anne Brigid Schlegel and Sister Martha 
O’Gara reported on their contact with Dan Misleh of Catholic 
Climate Covenant who welcomed the Congregation into 
the organization as a partner in the group which enables 
committed Catholics to lead the charge to solve climate change 
together in a united action, and to be, in Pope Francis’ words, 
“protectors of God’s gifts.” 

Sisters at the Motherhouse participated in the 21 Days of 
Environmental Justice Challenge sponsored by Catholic Climate 
Covenant, which included prayer and action for each day from 
April 23-May 16.  Sister Brenda Thompson designed two 
displays with suggestions for conserving water and electricity 
and quotes from Pope Francis for the Motherhouse. Sisters 
used the General Assembly’s Care of Creation Evening Prayer 
on Earth Day.

Miriam Casarez and Liz Pico reported on Earth Day observance 
at Incarnate Word Academy, Brownsville. Middle Level students 
cleaned a trail off campus, while elementary students collected 
trash on campus and participated in a butterfly release. 
Students were emotional as they watched fifteen monarch 
butterflies fly away on Earth Day after they had nurtured them 
in their study of the life cycle of a butterfly.

Sister Agueda Oviedo and Sister Judith Marie Saenz reported 
on the Earth Day activities at Incarnate Word Academy, 
Corpus Christi. At the high school level, April 20, 21, and 22 
were dedicated to Earth Day activities. The school wide Mass, 
prepared by the Freshman Class, featured written prayers 
by the students; music and readings on themes of creation; 
and plants around the altar and ambo highlighting praise of 
God’s creation. At the middle level, students had prayers for 
creation, watched a TED-ED video on “The Life Cycle of a Plastic 
Bottle,” and took a quiz from National Geographic Kids to test 
how “green” they were, followed by tips on how to make a 
difference. Students picked up the recycled items from each 
classroom and placed them in the recycling bin on campus.

At the Spirit Center, a completed landscaping project features 
drought-resistant trees and plants, rock gardens, crushed 
granite trails and pathways, and fencing decorated with vines. 
Blessing of the new landscaping was scheduled for
May 29, 2021. 

An Earth Day advocate, Apollo 11 astronaut Michael Collins, 
died this year at the age of 90. He sent this message from 
space in the 1969 first manned mission to the moon: “I am 
certain if everyone could see the Earth floating just outside 
their windows, every day would be Earth Day. There are few 
things more fragile or more beautiful than Earth. Let’s work 
together today and every day to protect our home.”

CARE OF CREATION
The Interculturality Action Group had
their last meeting for the Academic year. Sr. Agueda Oviedo and 
Sr. Anna Hein will Co-chair the group as Sr. Judith Marie Saenz 
will be on Sabbatical,  beginning in August. The group discussed 
the plans for the Fall Assembly and learned that the Weavers are 
working on plans. Since the Interculturality topic will be covered for 
the next two years it is essential that the topic be kept before the 
Sisters either through Intercultural experiences, readings, video 
etc. The members of the Weavers group did the last reflection and 
will do the one for this month. The Sisters in the Interculturality 
Group divided in groups of two and chose a month to prepare the 
reflection for each month for the rest of this year. The format used 
for the reflections will vary. Meetings will resume in August.  

INTERCULTUR ALIT Y

Mrs. Tina Canary, Educational Program Coordinator at New Life 
Refuge Ministries, led a presentation on Training and Awareness 
on How To Prevent and Identify and Report Child Trafficking to 
the Catholic School Principals in the Diocese of Corpus Christi on 
March 30, 2021. Hopefully the principals will follow up with this 
program in their schools during the 2021-2022 school year.

HUMAN TR AFFICKING

One study estimates that as many as half of sex trafficking victims 
and survivors are male. Advocates believe that percentage may be 
even higher but that male victims are far less likely to be identified. 
LGBTQ boys and young men are seen as particularly vulnerable
to trafficking.

REALIT Y

There are seven beds currently 
available for victims in South Texas at 
the New Life Refuge Center.

FACT AB OU T HUMAN TR AFFICKING

Only women and girls can be victims
and survivors of sex trafficking.

MY TH AB OU T HUMAN TR AFFICKING

To forget how to dig the earth
And to tend the soil

Is to forget ourselves
- Mahatma Gandhi

Sections of the closing prayer for the May meeting, Richard Rohr’s 
“Grieving the Trees” is included for your reflection. (Page 4)
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The angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in his sleep.
R. “Joseph, Son of David, do not be afraid to take unto you 
Mary, your wife.”

Hail Joseph, Son of David, the Lord is with you! Blessed are 
you among all men, and blessed is the fruit of the womb of 
Mary, Jesus. Holy Joseph, adoptive father of the Son of God, 
pray for sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

V. “For that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.”
R. “And she shall bring forth a son.”

Hail Joseph, Son of David, the Lord is with you! Blessed are 
you among all men, and blessed is the fruit of the womb of 
Mary, Jesus. Holy Joseph, adoptive father of the Son of God, 
pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

V. “And you shall call His name Jesus.”
R. “For He shall save His people from their sins.”

Hail Joseph, Son of David, the Lord is with you! Blessed are 
you among all men, and blessed is the fruit of the womb of 
Mary, Jesus. Holy Joseph, adoptive father of the Son of God, 
pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

V. Pray for us, O virgin father of Jesus!
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Let us Pray: Pour forth, we beseech You, O Lord, Your grace 
into our heart; that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ, 
Your Son, was made known by the message of an angel, 
may by His Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His 
Resurrection, through the same Christ Our Lord. Amen.

May we be helped, O Lord, we pray, by the merits of the 
Spouse of Your Holy Mother, so that what we cannot obtain 
of ourselves, may be given to us through his intercession. 
Who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen.

The Angelus of St. Joseph


