


AS WE CONTINUE TO CELEBRATE OUR
SACRED LEGACY, WE KNOW THAT HOPE
LEADS US INTO OUR FUTURE.

The first Incarnate Word Sisters came to Corpus Christi, 
named for the Body of Christ, with a great love of the 
Incarnate Word in their hearts and a fervent desire to 
teach others about Jesus’ love for each person. One 
hundred and fifty years ago on March 19, 1871, the 
first convent and Incarnate Word Academy opened 
their doors on the northwest corner of Leopard and 
Carancahua Streets -- in the heart of the downtown. 
Over 50 years later, in 1923, the Community opened 
their first parochial school in Robstown. Seeing the 
good work the Sisters were accomplishing, Bishop 
Ledvina realized the need for more area parish schools. 
So the next year, the Sisters traveled to open schools in 
Beeville, Sinton, Vattman, and Rockport. They made it 
their mission to spread the love of God throughout the 
community through Catholic education.

The one hundred-fiftieth anniversary of the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament (IWBS) 
beginning their ministry in Corpus Christi was to have 
begun on March 2, 2021 and move throughout the 
following year with various Masses and celebrations 
of this historic event.  While the pandemic prevented 
them from beginning this celebration as early in the 
year as they had originally hoped, they continue with 
plans to gather safely and adjust to safety regulations.

The 150th Anniversary Mass honoring the Sisters was 
held at Corpus Christi Cathedral on Nov. 5th. Bishop 
Michael Mulvey presided over their anniversary Mass 
and the anniversary of their school, Incarnate Word 
Academy (IWA). Many priests joined Bishop Mulvey on 
the altar, concelebrating this special Mass. 

As a testament to this amazing journey, cathedral 
pews were filled with the graduating classes of IWA 
Montessori, Elementary, Middle, and High School 
Levels. They were represented by students in the 5th, 
8th, and 12th grades, while the rest of the students and 
faculty watched online from school. IWBS lay associates 
were also in attendance, as were friends and families 
of students from preschool to high school (age three to 
the 12th grade.) 

In his homily, Bishop Mulvey said three words that 
came to his mind during the anniversary celebration, 
“gratitude, awe and wonder.” He said we are full of 
“gratitude” not only for the Sisters here today, but for 
those Sisters who left France so many years ago to come 
to South Texas in Corpus Christi, Brownsville, Victoria, 
Houston, San Antonio and other parts of the United 
States to give Jesus Christ to young boys and girls, men 
and women whom they would serve in the classroom 
and other forms of ministry.

Bishop said “awe’ for the challenges they had to overcome for the sake 
of their mission. Some of those challenges included making their home in 
undeveloped land, experiencing new and different cultures, and learning 
Spanish and English—living through wars, the Great Depression and natural 
disasters to carry out their mission. And “wonder” – “because of Jesus 
Christ, the Incarnate Word today. He is here among us; He is in our midst; 
He’s in our hearts. He is the one that drives us.”

Our Sesquicentennial is an opportunity for the Sisters to invite others to 
join us in thanking God for the countless blessings they have received 
individually and as a community these past 150 years. We celebrate with 
joyful gratitude all those who have shared in our efforts to proclaim the 
unconditional love of God for all. And we commit ourselves to continue our 
efforts to be a loving presence for the Church of Corpus Christi.
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SISTERS OF THE INCARNATE WORD AND BLESSED SACRAMENT CELEBRATE 150 YEARS
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2022 SCHEDULED TEXAS EXECUTIONS | PRAYER VIGIL GATHERING

Wednesday | August 17, 2022
Kosoul Chanthakoummane

Tuesday | March 8, 2022
Michael Gonzales

Wednesday | July 13, 2022
Ramiro Gonzales

I plead with you--never, ever give up on 
hope, never doubt, never tire, and never 
become discouraged. Be not afraid.

Pope John Paul II 

Do all the good you can. By all the means you 
can. In all the ways you can. In all the places 
you can. At all the times you can. To all the 
people you can. As long as ever you can.

John Wesley

Be the change that you wish to see in
the world.

Mahatma Gandhi

Peace and Justice 
Corner

Leadership Team meetings are held on the 
second Saturday of the month.

DATES TO REMEMBER
January 22, 2022
Congregational Meeting

February 26, 2022
Congregational Meeting

March 19, 2022
Extraordinary Chapter

June 11, 2022
Sisters’ Jubilee Celebration

June 12-19, 2022
Annual Retreat at Motherhouse

You are invited to join in prayer with the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word, at 6:00 p.m. on days when 
prisoners are scheduled to be executed by the 
State of Texas--for the prisoner, the victims and the 
family members of both prisoner and victims.

Our Foundress reflected often and extensively on St. Augustine as 
her and our spiritual father. She summarized Augustine’s influence by 
explaining her choice of his Rule as guide for the Order. “I will send 
you a summary of the Institute. It is gentle.”

In Augustine’s spiritual struggles, Mother de Matel saw the expression 
of all humanity’s struggle-- including her own. Fear of renouncing what 
he considered freedom withheld him from experiencing the fullness 
of grace. Final casting off of what we would call false self permitted his 
true freedom--found only in sensitivity to the Holy Spirit. Her rejoicing 
in his “divine liberty” suggested her own similar experience.

Thus she was able to quote as her own not only his regret, “Late have I 
loved Thee” but also his plea, “Let me know You; let me know myself.”

Mother de Matel often referred to Augustine as “Caleb” meaning “all 
heart” or “whole-hearted.” Her way of recognizing his transformation 
into the Incarnate Word echoed Augustine’s understanding of the 
potential in receiving Holy Communion.

Gentleness...sensitivity to the Holy Spirit...self-knowledge...whole-
hearted transformation.

Are we there yet?

Sr. Annette’s Reflection

My hope is that the whole world
may know, love and adore this marvelous

mystery of your infinite love.
Jeanne Chézard de Matel, Journal
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Preserving the Past for the Future
When we Sisters moved from the Alameda Street house in the summer 
of 2016, we left behind a building site and carried with us our charism, 
spirituality and many memories. However, pieces of that building continue 
to serve our spirituality and ministry.

In the Spring of 2020, the chapel doors that had welcomed visitors to 
worship for many years were gifted to the Bluntzer Spirit Center chapel, 
named “The Shalom Place”. They now welcome retreatants to a place of 
peace and quiet prayer.

This year, several stained glass windows from the “upstairs” chapel have 
re-appeared at our present Motherhouse on Lipes. Once set into a wall 
separating this island of peace from the rest of the second floor, these 
sentinels of silence welcomed individual Sisters at all hours of the day and 
night. They have found their way back into service.

A big THANK YOU to Mike Madden, then Maintenance Director at the 
Alameda Street Motherhouse. On his own initiative, he removed and stored 
these special windows. Now—in celebration of our Sesquicentennial—they 
have rejoined the Sisters in our not-so-new home.

The two “cross” windows have been framed and now hang in the main 
lobby to offer a special blessing to those departing to bring the Incarnate 
Word to others. THANK YOU to Amelia and Mary Alice Amaya for their gift 
of framing one window, and to our Associates for their gift of framing the 
second window.

A smaller window depicting the Holy Spirit now hangs in the new “upstairs” 
chapel as an invitation and reminder of the Guide who is always with us. 
Another THANK YOU to our friend Mike Madden who framed and presented 
this special gift to us.

During his homily at the Cathedral Sunday Eucharistic Liturgy, 
Bishop Daniel Flores of the Diocese of Brownsville announced 
the opening of the synodal process in the Diocese on October 24, 
2021. He called for a week of prayer to the Holy Spirit. Each parish 
and religious congregation was invited to send representatives to 
the initial meeting to be held in San Juan Texas on October 30, 
2021. Sister Raquel Newman and Sister Irma Gonzalez attended 
the first meeting as representatives of the Sisters of the Incarnate 
Word and Blessed Sacrament.

Bishop Flores commented on Pope Francis’ vision of the Synod. 
He said to those gathered that they might be wondering what 
the work of the Synod will be. He cited Pope Francis as asking the 
Church to take time and renew our commitment to walk together. 
Bishop Flores commented, “The Holy Father is asking the whole 
Church to remember very basically that to walk together, we have 
to learn again how to hear each other. I think the Holy Father is 

particularly attentive to the fact that the world today, Christian and 
non-Christian, is often talking at each other. (The Valley Catholic, 
November, 2021)

Bishop Mario Avilés, Auxiliary Bishop of Brownsville, gave a brief 
reflection on the call of the Apostles and called us to be apostles of 
the Lord. Angel Barrera will be leading the diocesan process. The 
representatives were asked to reflect and share in small groups on 
the question, “Who are the groups of people in our Diocese whom 
we need to make a special effort to reach?” The day concluded at 
the Basilica of the Shrine of Our Lady of San Juan.

Sister Raquel and Sister Irma will now be attending training in 
order to facilitate listening sessions with school parents and staff, 
with Associates of the Incarnate Word, and with Alumni of our 
schools, and other groups during January and February of 2022.

A New Way of Listening and Understanding



HUMAN TR AFFICKING
January 11, 2022 is The Texas Anti-Human Trafficking 
WEAR BLUE DAY.

Save the Date – The New Life Refuge Ministries Celebration of 
Courage – Boots and Bling Ball will be on Friday, January 28, 2022 at 
the Omni Hotel. Doors open at 6:00 p.m. IWBS Sisters will sponsor 
a table and donate a quilt to be placed in the silent auction. We 
welcome all donations toward a table and the making of the quilt. 
Please help us help child victims of human trafficking. Thank you!

That is sometimes the case. More often, however, people in 
trafficking situations stay for reasons that are more complicated. 
Some lack the basic necessities to physically get out—such as 
transportation or a safe place to live.  Some are afraid for their 
safety. Some have been so effectively manipulated that they do not 
identify at that point as being under the control of another person.

REALIT Y

People being trafficked are physically unable to
leave their situations/locked in/held against their will.

MY TH AB OU T HUMAN TR AFFICKING

The long-anticipated Laudato Si’ Action Platform, officially launched 
Nov. 14, 2021 paves the way for Catholic institutions, large or small, 
across the globe to enroll in a multi-year, Vatican-backed process 
toward sustainability in the spirit of Pope Francis’ landmark 2015 
encyclical “Laudato Si’, on Care for Our Common Home.” 

The idea of the platform dates to 2018, following a major report 
from the United Nations’ top climate science body that sketched 
out the differences between planetary warming of 1.5 and 2 
degrees Celsius and stated that global emissions would have to be 
halved by 2030 to keep the 1.5 target in sight. 

The action platform, conceived by the Vatican Dicastery for 
Promoting Integral Human Development, outlines seven 
categories of Laudato Si’ goals: responding to the cry of the 
Earth and the cry of the poor, ecological economics, adopting 
simple lifestyles, engaging in ecological education, developing an 
ecological spirituality, identifying specific actions within each and 
community engagement and participatory action. 

Participants enroll in seven categories/sectors: families; parishes 
and dioceses; religious orders; educational institutions; health care 
facilities; lay-led organizations; and economic entities. 

Action steps include using renewable energy, reducing consumption 
of meat and single-use items; fostering ecological education and 
spirituality; advocating for sustainable development; and following 
ethical investment guidelines, including divestment from fossil 
fuels. 

Catholic Climate Covenant, www.catholicclimatecovenant.
org which is facilitating the U.S. rollout of the Laudato Si’ Action 
Platform, said interest so far has been “inspiring” and calls the 
initiative “a tangible platform [for people] to feel like they are 
contributing to the solution.”
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CARE OF CREATION Official launch of Laudato Si’ Action Platform (LSAP) 

REPORT suspicious HUMAN TRAFFICKING activity or GET HELP from federal law enforcement. 
Call 1-888-373-7888 or submit a tip online at www.humantraffickinghotline.org/report-trafficking.

Join us for the night and in the fight
to #EndChildTrafficking!

01.28.2022
OMNI CORPUS CHRISTI



Like any vocational process of call and conversion, 
interculturality is not only destined to our personal and/or 
communitarian growth, which only leads us to seek a more 
peaceful, comfortable, and tolerant life. Today, intercultural life 
and mission will become a sign of prophetic hope, if they are 
constructed as a new alternative lifestyle. The re-foundation 
of religious life today is impossible without interculturality as a 
sign of the times of the contemporary world. 

Because humanity has become so scandalously divided and 
conflictual, we (individually and corporately) must make a 
choice. Either we prefer to continue sinning—through exclusion, 
separation, and the maintenance of limits—, daily eating and 
drinking our own trials… or we resolve to accept, today, God’s 
radical option for humanity and, with His help and our firmness, 
change our lives There is no third way. Both, the future of 
humanity and the Church depend on this. (Anthony Gittins)

Intercultural life as an intentional option for religious 
communities that cross borders and open up to the “different,” 
deconstructing the “pretended” and anti-evangelical superiority 
of some over others, by becoming a “workshop” where, through 
life itself, different relationships between cultures are tested: 
relationships of service characterized by equality and not 
domination, mutual empowerment without hierarchies that 
belittle or stifle life, dialogue and not assimilation, encounter 
and not colonization, inculturation and inter-culturation.

Yet, embracing interculturality based on the Project of the 
Kingdom is not just an intra-community exercise. The true 
fruitfulness of this praxis, which is daily at stake in the ad-intra 

life, is the potential prophetic impact that will turn it into hope 
for today’s world. Interculturality will be a sign of prophetic 
hope for humanity, if our own experience of living together, 
valuing and giving a mutually transforming place to “difference,” 
with the doors opening inwards, puts us on the path to go out 
to meet those who are different, marginalized, invisible, and 
exploited today.

Only those who have gone through the personal conversion 
from ethnocentrism to intercultural sensitivity will have eyes to 
see and care about the suffering of those who are invisible and 
excluded from the contemporary world. As in the parable of the 
“Good Samaritan,” only the “foreigner,” from whom nothing was 
expected, was the first to be able to see and then help the man 
lying on the road-side, renewing his hope and denouncing—
implicitly and prophetically—the blindness of the Levite and the 
priest who had passed by… (cf Lk 10, 25-37). 

We, too, if we let ourselves be challenged and enriched by 
the “foreign” and culturally “different” gaze, we will allow the 
re-foundation of our charisms, broadening the vision of our 
founders in a way that we cannot even perceive today. This 
is not an easy path nor will it be free of challenges, but if we 
respond to the signs of the times, confident that the Spirit is at 
work, then we can announce the good news of interculturality 
and denounce everything that denies it, with the strength and 
the richness of the radically inclusive Project of the Kingdom 
that Jesus inaugurated.
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INTERCULTUR ALIT Y

Excerpt from “Intercultural Life as a Sign of Prophetic Hope” Sr. Adriana Carla Milmanda, SSpS

The Urgency of an Intentional Choice Based on Prophecy and for Hope


