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One of the older Sisters, years ago, made a quiet, almost offhand comment that “the 
congregation changes slowly but we are always changing.” That statement could easily 
stand as a running theme for the growth of the Sisters throughout the centuries. From 
those days of leaving a quiet, secluded cloistered life in the middle of France to coming 
to a fairly barren and much more raucous life in the wilds of South Texas, then adjusting 
to a normal life with chickens and a cow in the back yard, the Sisters were always moving 
the community forward toward the present day.

One major change came in the second decade of this new century regarding the cloister. 
The Sisters had to request permission from the Bishop to leave the cloistered walls. As 
you might imagine, these formal requests began to build up in the Bishop’s office as the 
Sisters needed to go “out” for a variety of reasons. Some doctors and dentists were kind 
enough to come to the convent, others not. Additionally, by this time, around 1912, 
several Sisters asked to study at Our Lady of the Lake College in San Antonio to improve 
their teaching skills. Perhaps because of the flow of paperwork needing his signature, 
the Bishop suggested that the Sisters request an abrogation of the cloister from Rome. It 
was received in 1915, a most important change for the advancement of the school and 
the small community.

The Sisters were now free to grow in their own education and several began attending 
summer classes in San Antonio to obtain State Teaching Certificates. When Incarnate 
Word College in San Antonio opened, the Sisters were able to exchange their certificate 
hours for credits toward degrees. The new educational ideas that they were exposed to 
on the college level served to improve the quality of education they were offering. (The 
tuition for each Sister was $5 for each professor’s class during these early years and the 
room and board was offered by the Sisters running the campus. Think of the costs of an 
education today!)

With the opening of the cloister and the ability to go out into the city, a new possibility 
presented itself for the Sisters and for Catholic education in South Texas. A newly 
installed Bishop--Paul Nussbaum--and a newly-designated diocese--incorporating 
Brownsville and Corpus Christi--offered opportunities for the Sisters to begin teaching 
in the parishes beginning with First Communion classes. The first parish was Blessed 
Sacrament on Last Street (today’s Staple Street); the second was St. Mary’s on 12th 
Street which was later moved to Comanche Street and became Sacred Heart Church 
and School. Then, Blessed Sacrament closed and its students made the daily journey to 
Sacred Heart. At this point, four Sisters were appointed to run the school and traveled 
back and forth to the Motherhouse.

Mary is great at her birth, greater 
at the Incarnation, but greatest in 
her Assumption.
(Spiritual Journal II, September 8, 1646) 

Mother Jeanne Chezard de Matel 
points to a truth worthy of reflection 
and application in our own lives. Her 
writings, especially on Marian feasts, 
affirm the glory of the simple woman 
who made the Incarnation a reality.

Because of Mary’s word of Fiat, God’s 
eternal Word of Love found a home 
within the human race. For this reason, 
Mary is truly the “cause of our joy” 
while remaining “an abyss of humility.” 
She is: “Mother of Beautiful Love and 
Holy Hope”; Mother of strong love”; 
“Mother, not only of the living, but the 
Mother of life”.

Over 400 years later, writers of today 
underscore the everyday-ness of most 
of Mary’s life. Neighbors, priests, 
rabbis, Roman officials would have seen 
a simple woman, perhaps even a legal 
non-person for that society.

Both of these accurate perceptions hold 
a lesson for all of us. Her glory hidden 
within as Mary went about her daily 
life has been revealed. So what about 
the “invisible” folk we encounter? The 
non-persons of our society?  What 
glory, beauty and hope do they carry 
within, to be revealed when we see as 
God sees? What glory and hope do we 
carry in our efforts to be extensions of 
the Incarnation?

Let us follow Mother de Matel’s example 
and—confident in her motherly love for 
us--call on Mary to aid us in living our 
call as fully as she lived hers.

Sr. Annette’s 
Reflection

1910s-1920s:

{Continues on Page 2}

Always Changing, 
Ever the Incarnate Word
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2021 SCHEDULED TEXAS EXECUTIONS | PRAYER VIGIL GATHERING

Tuesday | October 12, 2021
Stephen Barbee

Wednesday | October 27, 2021
Ruben Gutierrez

Wednesday | September 8, 2021
John Ramirez

Tuesday | September 28, 2021
Rick Rhoades

Together, we need to find a solution so that people 
will not have to flee their homelands to seek a 
better life after they or their family have been 
threatened, tortured, raped, murdered, robbed 
and/or trafficked. In the meantime, I will do 
everything in my power to make room at the table 
for another hungry soul. It is an inalienable right.

Sr. Sharon White, Sister of St. Joseph of Philadelphia

How many resources are spent on weaponry, 
especially nuclear weapons, that could be used 
for more significant priorities such as ensuring the 
safety of individuals, the promotion of peace and 
integral human development, the fight against 
poverty and the provision of health care.”  

Pope Francis, World Day of Peace Message, 2021

The United States now has counted more 
than 600,000 people among the victims of 
COVID-19. Globally, deaths from the disease have 
surpassed 3.8 million, according to data from  
Johns Hopkins University.

National Geographic

More than ever before in our history, we need a 
new kind of personal and social fuel. Not fear, but 
love. Not prejudice, but openness. Not supremacy, 
but service. Not inferiority, but equality. Not 
resentment, but reconciliation. Not isolation, but 
connection. Not the spirit of hostility, but the Holy 
Spirit of hospitality.

Brian McLaren

Keep the Bible in one hand and the newspaper in 
the other.

Karl Barth

Peace and Justice 
Corner

Leadership Team meetings are held on the second Saturday of the month.

DATES TO REMEMBER
September 24-26
Fall General Assembly

August 15
Reception of Anna Le into
the Novitiate

September 11
Birth of Jeanne Chezard de Matel

You are invited to join in prayer with the Sisters of 
the Incarnate Word, at 6:00 p.m. on days when 
prisoners are scheduled to be executed by the 
State of Texas--for the prisoner, the victims and the 
family members of both prisoner and victims.

As all of this was bubbling in the cauldron of religious life, another ingredient, which 
would come to the fore again in the twenty-first century, was added.  There were 
now, in the “New World”, several houses of the Incarnate Word, each of which 
operated independently as needs required. Talk began to circulate that the houses 
would serve the Incarnate Word more successfully as an amalgamated group. 
Several Bishops in Mexico joined with the Texas Bishops to encourage the Sisters 
to unite and the Papal Delegates from the U.S. and Mexico were brought into the 
equation. It failed; as Mother Patricia in To Texas With Love pointed out: “Their 
approach to the problem was not the most diplomatic.  It was a high-pressure move.” 
Fortunately though, for the Incarnate Word, the idea remained in circulation and 
the Sisters in many of the houses have kept in touch ever since that first attempt 
so that now, as we approach the final reunification in the 2020s, we are all looking 
forward with excitement at rejoining our Sister groups around the world.

Bishop Nussbaum was an ardent supporter of Catholic education, in general, and 
of the Sisters, in particular. However, just after he left for his meetings in Rome, the 
Sisters received his letter announcing that they would need to find a new home 
because the seat of the diocese was looking to expand; his eyes were on their 
property. The first part of the solution involved purchasing a new piece of land to 
the west of the city at the end of Leopard Street.

The second part of the solution came about when Mother Angelique engaged James 
R. Dougherty, a lawyer, and some Canon lawyers to offer advice. They proposed 
writing to the Apostolic Delegate, located in Washington; he, in turn, submitted 
the inquiry to Rome. Within a relatively short time, and in answer to a multitude of 
prayers, the response came that the Sisters could retain their school and convent 
property. In 1920, Bishop Nussbaum sent his resignation to Rome and a new Bishop, 
E. B. Ledvina, began his term of office. About the same time, Mother Angelique, 
after forty years as superior, asked to be relieved of her office and a new superior 
general, Mother Michel West, began her illustrious term. Ledvina recommended 
that a new, more modern convent be built for the growing community and school. 
Mother Michel was in complete agreement and the foundation stone was blessed 
on April 7, 1921. The multi-story building was completed in May, 1922, and the 
Sisters immediately moved into their new quarters and classrooms.

{Continues From Page 1}



THE WORD LIVES
AUGUST 2021 NEWSLET TER |  WWW.IWBSCC.ORG

Annual Retreat
This year’s annual retreat (July 11—18) was directed by Sister 
Patricia McCarthy, CND, whose theme for the retreat was “Jesus 
in the Gospel of Mark—Urgent to Proclaim the Reign of Justice 
and the Good News of the Son of God.”

Sr. Anna Le

Welcome Home
With great celebration we welcomed home several Sisters whom 
we haven’t seen in many months because of COVID-19. Sisters 
Therese Ann Ridge and Emma Marie Stillman have moved back 
to the Motherhouse after twelve years of living and ministering in 
McAllen, Edinburg, San Juan and Brownsville as hospital chaplains, 
providing adult faith formation and leading pilgrimages.

Also coming from Brownsville for our annual retreat were Sisters 
Irma Gonzalez and Sister Raquel Newman. Sister Vianney 
Uyeno attended by Zoom. Sister Marilyn Grace Springs, came 
home for the retreat after serving this school year as Principal 
of Resurrection Catholic Elementary School in Pascagoula, 
Mississippi. It is always a delight when the Sisters come together 
for retreat and other gatherings!

Anna Le Enters
the Novitiate

Anna Le, a daughter of Hiem Le and 
Tam Hoang, will enter the Novitiate with 
the Sisters of the Incarnate Word and 
Blessed Sacrament in a private ceremony 
on August 15th 2021. She will be under 
the direction of Sister Martha O’Gara, 
a member of the Initial Formation Team 
that includes Sisters Rosa Maria Ortiz 
and Theresa Nguyen. After guided 
discernment and abiding by legal and 
Church protocols, she is no longer a 
member of the Congregation with whom 
she professed vows, the Dominican 
Sisters of Saint Rose of Lima of Sai Gon 
City, Viet Nam. Now she begins her 
preparation to join us as an Incarnate 
Word Sister.

Born in Viet Nam, soon-to-be Sister Anna 
again, who speaks English well, came 
to live with us at the Incarnate Word 
Motherhouse in December, 2020. Her 
various forms of service as a Dominican 
Sister include Community Leadership 
and Diocesan ministry, e.g., working with 
vulnerable children and their parents by 
developing programs; directing several 
social centers; teaching English skills; and 
conducting choir. Her experience also 
includes teaching community project 
management at the university level.

She states, “I wish to imitate the love 
of the Incarnate Word, a love without 
boundaries, to serve others as the Jesus 
loves us.”

As Superior General, Sister Annette 
Wagner, will preside at Sister’s Reception 
into the Novitiate.

Left to Right: Sister Therese Ann Ridge and Sister Emma Marie Stillman
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In the seasons of Advent, Epiphany, Lent, and Easter, we 
celebrate the life of Christ. In the season of Pentecost, we 
celebrate the Holy Spirit. In the season of Creation, we have 
an opportunity to celebrate creation and the Creator.

The Global Catholic Climate Movement describes a Season 
of Creation, which runs from September 1, Creation Day, 
to October 4, the feast of Saint Francis. This is an annual 
celebration of prayer and action for creation that Christians 
on six continents have commemorated for years. The theme 
for this year is “Jubilee for the Earth.”

Christians around the world are invited to commit to a 
ministry of healing Earth by prayer and action that follows 
the Season of Creation Charter statements:

1. Celebrate Earth as a sacred planet filled with God’s 
vibrant presence.

2. Unite with all creation in praising the God of creation
3. Confess our sins against creation and empathise with a 

groaning creation.
4. Embrace our kin in creation as our extended family.
5. Proclaim the good news that the risen Jesus is the 

cosmic Christ who fills and renews all creation.
6. Go forth on a mission to be partners with Christ in the 

healing of creation.

The Care of Creation Action Group reminds you that 
the congregation has entered into the Catholic Climate 
Covenant (catholicclimatecovenant.org) as our response to 
the Laudato Si Action Platform for religious orders.
The 2021 goals of the Catholic Climate Covenant include 
the following:

• Assist the Vatican in implementing Laudato Si Action 
Platform in the U.S.;

• With our partners, ensure that the voice of the Catholic 
community is heard as the administration and Congress 
roll out environmental policies; 

If you are interested in contacting congresspersons on 
these issues, you may send letters on-line or copy and 
paste sample letters for regular mailing. Contact Sister 
Irma Gonzales if you want information on the notices she 
receives concerning legislation.

Grow our new Youth and Young Adult programs like the 
hour-long, community-ready Earth Day and Feast of St. 
Francis resources. Check the website for the free resources.

CARE OF CREATION

World Day Against Human Trafficking was
celebrated on Friday, July 30, 2021.

The Committee will be planning an
August date that to pray for the end of human trafficking with 
our Sisters who pray the Rosary and the Divine Mercy Chaplet 
at 4:00 p.m.  in our Convent Chapel.

We also discussed ways to advertise the Drive Out Child 
Trafficking Golf Tournament which will be held on Monday, 
September 20, 2021 at North Shore Country Club, 801 East 
Broadway, Portland, Texas at 10:00 a.m.

HUMAN TR AFFICKING

Currently there are only seven beds available for 
victims being trafficked in South Texas.

THE TR AGIC TRU TH

Human trafficking involves moving, traveling or 
transporting a person across state or national borders.

MY TH AB OU T HUMAN TR AFFICKING

Silence is no virtue when charity
demands speech.

- Desert Father St. Poemen

Praise God in all that calls us to look up, to look beyond sight, 
To gaze above until we are wonder-bound, 
To feel like a pearl of great price in a diamond studded sky. 
Praise God in all that calls us to look up, to dare admire sun 
until eyes close in warmth, 
To let moon expand our small pupils to appreciate soft light, 
To feel the touch of untouchable encompassing air. 
Praise God in all that calls us to look around, to experience 
skin-softening rain and snow. 
To thrill with the gust and glide with the zephyr, 
To walk the edge when sand and wave unite. 
Praise God in all that calls us to look around, to stand with 
the tallest tree 
And embrace the barest mountain. 
To let toes listen through moist soil and barren rock, 
To see with love every walking, crawling, flying creature. 
Praise God in all who call us to see your face, 
To see you in wild youth and even wilder elder, 
To hold you in frail wounded child in starving countries, To 
see through fear of enemy to love of kin. 
Praise God in all who call us to see your face, 
To break through bars to embrace prisoners, 
To fight terror not terrorists, 
To celebrate, to praise, to be children, to be one family. Praise 
God above and below, within and without.

Praise God. Praise God.

Care of Creation Action Group
Psalm 148 (Sister Patricia McCarthy version)


