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SR. ANNETTE’S REFLECTION  
 

By your Incarnation you  . . . join 
yourself, not only in love, but in person 
to our earth. 

With these perceptive words addressed to 
her Beloved, Mother de Matel summarizes a 
key reality expressed in the Mystery of the 
Incarnation.  This person, the Word of love 
incarnate in humanity, came to us—to our 
earth—as one of us, a member of creation.  
The traditional “manger scene” witnesses to 
this reality. 

Sheltered in a stable—among the poorest of 
the poor.  Laid in a manger—to be food for 
others.  Surrounded by animals:  donkey—
beast of burden; ox—animal of sacrifice; 
sheep—models of patience and meekness.   

Welcomed first by shepherds—not of the 
privileged class.  Illumined by a star—
significant to the cosmos and all creation.  
Only later acknowledged by the upper 
class—as a result, recipient of suspicious, 
jealous violence.   

Throughout his public ministry the incarnate 
Word of Love continued to mingle with, 
enjoy and identify himself as one of the 
“anawim”—the little ones of God. His 
teaching challenges us to do the same. 

Yes, Emmanuel is certainly God-with-us as 
one-of-us, one with all creation. Praised be 
the Incarnate Word . . . by our words and by 
our actions. 

 

  
INTERNATIONAL ONLINE GATHERING 

 

Sisters in Corpus Christi joined an international Zoom meeting of  

Misve - gathered also with Sisters and Associates on Friday, 

November 20 at 5:00 p.m. The event was the third of four meetings 

which they have planned to celebrate November as a month of 

Venerable Jeanne Chézard de Matel. Misve Valentina coordinated 

the gathering and introduced the speakers. The program opened with 

an hour-long interview with Society of the Incarnate Word Brother 

Francisco Anorve and Sister Wanda Gisela about the spirituality 

of Venerable Jeanne Chézard de Matel. This interview was followed 

by a sharing of songs, poems and works of art by Sisters of the 

Incarnate Word which were inspired by Jeanne Chézard de Matel.  

Corpus Christi Sisters joined Sr. Mary Rose Kocab in singing a song 

she composed based on the Treatises on the Beatitudes by Jeanne, 

entitled, “My Heart Is Your Temple, My God.”  

 

 

HEIRLOOMS FROM 2930 SOUTH ALAMEDA 

 

We gratefully treasure heirlooms from the previous Motherhouse. L-R:  

 

The statue of Mary was given a new grotto with a Rosary path 

surrounding it. The cross from the top of the porch of the former 

motherhouse has been erected behind the sign at the driveway 

entrance. The bell has been erected near the front door so that it can 

resume its service. 



MINISTRIES 
CORNER 

 

2020  
Dates to Remember: 

Leadership Team meetings are held 
on the second Saturday of the 

month. 

PEACE AND JUSTICE CORNER 
 

2021 Scheduled Texas Executions  
Prayer vigil gathering 

 

Thursday:     January 21, 2021 
           Blaine Milam 
Wednesday: February 10 
  Edward Busby, Jr. 
Thursday:     March 4, 2021 
           Ramiro Ibarra 
Saturday:     March 20 
           Ramiro Gonzales 
Wednesday: June 30 
          John Hummel 
 

You are invited to join in prayer with the 
Sisters of the Incarnate Word, 5201 Lipes 
Blvd., at 6:00 p.m. on days when 
prisoners are scheduled to be executed by 

the State of Texas, and for the victims and 

Sr. Marilyn Grace Springs gave 

a Women’s Gathering Retreat at 

St. Peter the Apostle Catholic 

Church November 7.  Her 

PowerPoint was entitled “A 

Present Day Woman’s Reflection 

on Discovering Jesus” which 

showed how Jesus included 

women. She also touched on 

some of her favorite women in the 

Bible.  Thirty women attended 

which included the Ladies Auxiliary, 

Rosary Committee, Altar Society, and 

Ladies of Saint Peter Claver.  Fr. 

Joseph Benjamin, SSJ, a Josephine 

priest is the pastor. 

She also gave a vocation talk to 

two college students, one high 

school student, and four 

elementary students at St. Peter 

the Apostle Catholic Church.  The 

young ladies asked many 

questions about women religious 

and the call to religious life.  Also 

the children performed a liturgical 

dance in honor of Vocation 

Awareness.  Fr. Benjamin, Pastor 

of St. Peter the Apostle Catholic 

Church spoke to the young men 

about Vocations. 

+  +  + 
 

We need Spirit-ruah to 
breathe on us, breathe with us, 

and breathe through us 
so that we may turn away from 

indifference, suspicion, 
and hostility and turn toward 

openness, compassion, 

There is still much work to be 
done to create a nation driven 
by justice, equity, and inclusion, 
and as a family, we can do it 
together.  

–Sr. Simone Campbell, SSS 

 
Yet, when it is all said and 
done, we still have to coexist in 
such a way that is not simply in 
line with Donald Trump or Joe 
Biden, but is instead a 
community of people who are 
beloved by God.  

–Ignatian Solidarity Network 

 
“We will not go back to normal. 
Normal never was. Our pre-
Corona existence was not normal, 
other than we normalized greed, 
inequity, exhaustion, depletion, 
extraction. We should not long 
to return, my friends. We are 
being given the opportunity to 
stitch a new garment, one that 
fits all of humanity and nature.” 
                      -Sonya Renee Taylor 

 
"Man's capacity for justice 
makes democracy possible, but 
man's inclination to injustice 
makes democracy necessary." 
                        — Reinhold Niebuhr 

 
To preserve our common home 
and make it conform more and 
more to God’s original plan, we 
must commit ourselves to 
ensuring international co- 
operation, global solidarity 
and local commitment, leaving 
no one excluded.  

–Pope Francis 

 
 "What is patriotism but love of 
country? And you cannot love 
your country unless you love 
your fellow countrymen and 
women."  

CARE OF THE EARTH ACTION GROUP 

At the November 9, 2020 Zoom 
meeting of the Care of Creation 
Action Group, co-chairs Sister Martha 
O’Gara and Sister Anne Brigid 
Schlegel welcomed Associate 
members — Liz Picco, Lizzie 
Casarez, and Miriam Casarez—to 
their Action Group.  

The Action Group is concentrating on 
follow-up studies on Pope Francis’  
encyclical,  Laudate Si, in the 5

th
 

anniversary year celebration (May 
2020 – May 2021). They encourages 
viewing  the UISG webinar YouTube  
presentation entitled “Instruments for 
Sowing Seeds of Hope” which gives 
examples of how several religious 
orders are implementing Laudato Si. 
with a “Seeing, Judging, and Acting” 
road plan.   Google UISG Webinar: 
Sowing Seeds of Hope: Listening to 
the Cry of the Earth and the Cry of 
the Poor. Other resources on 
Laudato Si can be found on the U.S. 
Bishops website:  www.usccb.org/
issues-and-action/human-life-and-
dinity/environment/index.cfm. 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dinity/environment/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dinity/environment/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dinity/environment/index.cfm


  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 2007, the Sisters of the Incarnate Word of Tlalpan, 
México City, in partnership with the Pontifical University of 
Mexico City, and under the direction of Sr. María del 
Carmen Fraga García, began a course in the Spirituality of 
Jeanne Chézard de Matel called Diplomado en 
Espiritualidad Mateliana. Originally it was a course held for 
3 – 4 weeks in the summer, over three consecutive 
summers. In 2018 – 2019, the course was offered for the 
first time online for one year or 46 weekly sessions. The 
Course has continued to change, grow and develop, and 
now, beginning in January 2021, the Online Course in 
Matelian Spirituality (OCMS) will be available in English.  
 
A team of Sisters of the Incarnate Word will be facilitators 
throughout the process: Sisters María del Carmen Fraga 
García, Mary Rose Kocab, María Elena González 
Galván, María Irma González, Laura María Alejandri, 
and Wanda Gisela Klaric.  
 
OCMS will begin the week of January 4, 2021 and 
conclude October 31, 2021, with an introductory week, 
followed by 40 weekly sessions. The 40 weekly sessions 
are divided into three Levels of 13 or 14 weeks. Each week 
consists of activities, which are posted on a Milaulas 
Moodle Platform, and requires a weekly commitment of 3 – 
5 hours on the part of students, to be completed at the 
student’s own pace, and time that is convenient to the 
individual. Throughout the 40 weeks, there will also be 
about 6 opportunities to join videoconferences with the 
OCMS Team of Facilitators and the others who are taking 
the Course. The Course requires internet access. Apart 
from that, most of the materials needed for the Course will 
be provided for the participant on the Platform.  
 
This English course will offer an international experience, 
bringing together people from the United States, Africa, 
México, Argentina, and perhaps other places where God 
calls. The Course is open to Sisters, Associates or others 
who are interested in deepening their spiritual life in the 
mystery of the Incarnation, and learning more about the 
spirituality of Jeanne Chézard de Matel.  
 
The cost of the program is $100.00 for each Level, and can 
be paid in one payment ($300.00), or in three installments 
($100.00) – before each Level begins. As noted on the 
poster, group discounts can also be discussed. At the 
conclusion of the Course, each participant will receive a 
Certificate from the Pontifical University of México City.  
 
If interested, contact incarnateword1625@gmail.com. 
See the attachments with this newsletter. 

A PRAYER OF BENEDICTION FOR CREATION  

 

O God of kindness and compassion,  

we throw wide the windows of our hearts  

so that the peace of your presence may pour out  

in all four directions,  

showering its blessing upon all of creation.   

May your benediction heal the wounds of war,  

bind up the bitterness of painful divisions and  

mend broken hearts and failed friendships.  

As the blessing of your presence  

encircles the earth,  

may it awaken in all people a great desire  

to serve one another in humble and loving ways.   

May it call proud hearts to gentleness  

and awaken the child in those  

who seek to hold power over others.  

We ask this blessing in the name of the Father,  

and of the Son, and the Holy Spirit.   

Amen.   

From Prayers For a Planetary Pilgrim 


