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My hope is that the whole world may know,
love and adore this marvelous mystery of your
infinite love.

Sr. Annette’s Reflection
By the Incarnation, He has made
mankind his brothers and sisters.

With this one statement, Mother de Matel
spotlights for us the reason we see the
Seasons of Advent and Christmas as
opportunities to express our yearning to
welcome the Prince of Peace into the
family of “mankind.”
Certainly, brothers and sisters have their
squabbles, but they also rally when there
is a need. We see this dynamic at work
very obviously within the circle of our
personal family, but also within the
national family and the family of nations
—in response to an individual’s
difficulties, a national disaster (whether
nature-generated or man-made); or an
international tragedy.
And so the questions bubble up:
Do we look on, refer to those with whom
we disagree politically or in personal
lifestyle as our brothers and sisters?

Jeanne Chézard de Matel, Journal

NRVC BOARD MEETING
Sr. Anna Marie Espinosa attended the Fall Board Meeting of the
National Religious Vocation Conference (NRVC) November 4-8, just
outside of Chicago. The agenda included an in-depth account of the
newly initiated Team Leadership Model. Business accomplished and
planned through this model was reviewed; time was also dedicated to
strengthening board/staff working relationships and effectiveness.
As Finance Chair, Sr. Anna Marie assisted in reporting the present
financial picture and submitting the 2020 Budget for approval. Other
business addressed included areas related to public communication,
collaborative relationships, establishing task forces to implement the
Strategic Plan, ongoing programs and services.
The final business addressed the title of this Member Area, which
includes Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi,
Tennessee, and South Carolina. Considering the history of slavery and
racism related to the term “Deep South” this Area has been renamed
”Southeast.”
LIFTFUND QUINCEAÑERA

Do we acknowledge those who operate
through violence (locally, nationally,
internationally) as our “prodigal” brothers
and sisters—equally loved by our
heavenly Father?
Can we recognize the “disreputable,” the
“strange” and the “disoriented” as those
we are called to “welcome home”?
Advent is usually a time when we become
more attentive to those most obviously in
need of the physical works of mercy.
Food baskets, toys and clothing, caroling
and craft projects.
What about our family members that are
less appealing? Can we continue to
claim them as brothers and sisters?
Let us prepare to welcome the Prince of
Peace by a commitment to see all
members of the human family as our
family members. With that commitment
may come an attitude adjustment, a
change in the tenor of conversation and
the resolution to pray for their welfare.

(L) Janie Barrera (IWA-CC ‘73)
Sr. Annette Wagner
Laura Leal Estrada (IWA-CC ‘73)

November 13 Sr. Annette Wagner attended
the fifteenth anniversary celebration of the
LiftFund’s arrival in Corpus Christ. This
non-profit organization provides microlending and ongoing mentoring for
individuals, start-up companies and small
businesses that do not meet the
government requirements for business
bank loans.
As an original and ongoing supporter of
LiftFund, the Sisters of the Incarnate Word
and Blessed Sacrament received the award

PRAYER (Author Unknown)
O God, by your heavenly star,
you guided those who were wise
to your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.
May your blessing come to rest on us.
Make us wise with your wisdom,
energized by your love,
and ready to proclaim your Son
as our Savior.
May your Word made flesh
make His home among us. Amen

MINISTRIES
CORNER

RFC 2019 CONGRESS
Srs. Rosa Ortiz and Jo Ann Saenz
attended the Religious Formation
Conference (RFC) 2019 Congress
in Louisville, KY, October 23—26.
Keynote speakers included Sr.
Norma Pimentel, MJ, Executive
Director of Catholic Charities of the
Rio Grande Valley and Fr. Bryan
Massingale, presently Professor of
Theological and Social Ethics at
Fordham University. The theme of
the Congress was “Being Signs of
Courageous Hope.”
ASSOCIATION OF FUNDRAISING
PROFESSIONALS (AFP)
The Coastal Bend Chapter of the
AFP recognizes the contributions of
advocates for local nonprofits. The
following members of the IWA family
were honored at its annual luncheon
on November 15: Sherry Rumley,
an IWA parent as Outstanding
Philanthropist; Tobin Hilliard and
Allie Salazar, IWA Students, as
Outstanding Youths in Philanthropy;
and Sammie
Grunwald, IWA
President, as an Outstanding
Fundraising Professional..

PEACE AND JUSTICE CORNER

2019
December 8: Associates Advent
Retreat
December 20-23: Retreat & Chapter
of Elections

2020
February 21-23: Pre-Chapter Meeting
March 1: Associate Lenten Retreat
April 24-26: Pre-Chapter Meeting
June 13: Leadership Installation
June 14-21: Chapter Retreat
June 22-29: Chapter of Affairs
Leadership Meetings are held on the
first Saturday of each month.

–Churches for Middle East Peace

+++

EXECUTIONS
2019 Scheduled Texas Executions
Prayer vigil gathering

Sr. Judith Marie Saenz was
honored for 30 years of teaching in
Catholic schools in the orpus
Christi Diocese.
Currently she
teaches in the secondary level at
Incarnate Word Academy, Corpus
Christi.

A truly viable peace can only be
achieved by lifting the Gaza
blockade, by ending the Israeli
occupation of territories captured
in 1967, through the realization
of Palestinian self-determination,
the recognition of Jerusalem as
a shared capital for Israelis and
Palestinians and the recognition
and fulfillment of the rights of
Palestinian refugees. Such a
peace can only be reached
in consultation with leaders
representing both the Israeli and
Palestinian peoples.

Wed. September 4—Billy Jack Crutsinger
Tues. September 10--Mark Anthony Solis
Wed. September 25—Robert Sparks
Wed. October 2—Stephen Dale Barbee
Thurs. October 10—Randy Ethan Halprin
Wed. October 16—Randall Wayne Mays
Wed. October 30—Ruben Gutierrez
Wed. November 6—Justin Grant Hall
Wed. November 20—Rodney Reed

+++
Wed. December 11—Travis Runnels
You are invited to join in prayer with the
Sisters of the Incarnate Word at 6 p.m. in
the chapel on days when prisoners are
scheduled to be executed by the State of
Texas, and for the victims and the family

Racism occurs because a person
ignores the fundamental truth that,
because all humans share a
common origin, they are all
brothers and sisters, all equally
made in the image of God. …From
revelation, we know that the one
God who created the human race
is Triune, a communion of truth
and love, and so by faith we
recognize all the more clearly that
human beings are, by their very
nature, made for communion. …
Once “we have come to the
conviction that one died for all”—
and not just for ourselves—then
“the love of Christ impels us” to
see others as our brothers and
sisters (2 Cor 5:14).
–Open Wide Our Hearts, USCCB
+ + +

We all must hold ourselves to
another very high standard:
that we respond to the very
worst of what we see and live
through, with the very best of what
is within us. Only this stops the
deadly spread of hatred and
revenge.
–Fr. Richard Frechette, CP DO
+ + +

Few are guilty,
but all are responsible.
–Rabbi Abraham Heschel

PARTNERS IN MISSION (L)
A reflection afternoon was held for our Partners in Mission of
Brownsville (IWA Advisory Board and Administration Staff)
on November 22, 2019. Sr. Annette Wagner, Superior
General, facilitated the afternoon presentations and process
that focused on who the Incarnate Word and Blessed
Sacrament Sisters are today, the Reunification Process, and
Waves of Sponsorship that call our Partners in Mission to a
deeper understanding of our Charism, Spirituality and the
living of God’s Mission.
Srs. Colette Breheny, Raquel Newman, Anne Brigid
Schlegel, Anna Marie Espinosa and Agueda Oviedo
staffed the event. The afternoon of faith sharing and
reflection inspired all to look forward to the next time they
will meet as Partners in the Incarnate Word Mission.
CHRISTABEL CAMACHO (R)
On Sunday, Feast of Christ the King, Srs. Marian
Bradley, Rosa Maria Ortiz,
Maria Elizabeth
Brehony, Anna Marie Espinosa and Judith Marie
Saenz visited Christabel Jeanne Camacho to
celebrate the third anniversary of her birth on
November 18. The Sisters brought a velveteen
rabbit to accompany the book by the same name. We
believe Christabel’s birth is due to the intercession of
Jeanne Chezard de Matel. The Sisters assured her
and her mother, Theresa, that we pray daily for our
foundress to continue to intercede for Christabel.

UNVEILING OF HISTORICAL M ARKERS
Several
Sisters
attended
the
unveiling of two Texas Historical
Markers placed by the Nueces
County
Historical
Commission,
November 22 at 600 N. Upper
Broadway in Corpus Christi.
SHE: ROBED AND WORDLESS
Sr. Lou Ella Hickman offered her first book for
sale at a book fair at TAMUCC on November 23. The
book, entitled She: Robed and Wordless, is a
collection of her poems on women of the Bible.
QUILTS OF VALOR
On November 7, Sr. Lou Ella and Alice Berecka
helped Leah Spencer of Sinton with awarding Quilts
of Valor to area veterans. Quilts of
Valor, which was started by
Catherine Roberts, is a national
program that has honored veterans
since 2003. They were asked to take
part since they helped Leah with
donations of fabric.

The markers honor John Bernard Murphy and Mother
Margaret Mary Healy Murphy. John (1821—1884) and
Margaret Mary (1833-1907) both immigrated from
Ireland and married in 1849 in San Patricio. John held
many positions of trust during his legal and political
career. He became Mayor of Corpus Christi and
managed to restore the city’s credit following a heavy
debt.
Margaret Mary helped the sick during the yellow fever
epidemic and opened three separate hospitals. After
John’s death she moved to San Antonio where she
opened a free school for African Americans. She
started her own Congregation of Sisters to teach in
these schools. They are now the Sisters of the Holy
Spirit and Mary Immaculate.

