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Sister Celestine Pulido Dies in Jubilee Year

	 Sister Mary Celestine Pulido, 71 
years of age, died in Brownsville, Tex-
as, on Thursday, November 29, 2007 
following a short illness. 
	 Born to Agapito M. and Maria Con-
cepcion Pulido in Brownsville on Au-
gust 6, 1936, Maria de los Angeles 
remained a faithful member of  Im-
maculate Conception Parish;  where 
she was baptized.  She attended 
the parochial school there, beginning 
her formal education with the  Incar-
nate Word Sisters.   
	 Maria de los Angeles  later attend-
ed Villa Maria Academy, graduating 
with honors as the salutatorian of her 
class in 1955. After graduation Maria 
de los Angeles joined eight other can-
didates  at Incarnate Word Convent 
in Corpus Christi, entering on Au-
gust 14, 1955.  On June 2, 1956, Maria became a novice, 
receiving the religious habit and a new name, Sister Mary 
Celestine.  She and her novitiate companions made first 
vows on June 3, 1957, and professed final vows on Au-
gust 14, 1960, at Incarnate Word Mother House in Corpus 
Christi.  
	 On April 28, 2007, at St. Patrick Church in Corpus 
Christi, Sister Mary Celestine, with Sister Mary Juliane 
Kuntscher, celebrated 50 years of religious profession as 
Sisters of the Incarnate Word and Blessed Sacrament.   
On June 2, 2007 both Sisters were privileged to celebrate 
in Brownsville at Sacred Heart Church, the beautiful mis-
sion church of the Immaculate Conception Cathedral.
	 Sister Celestine earned a bachelor’s degree in educa-
tion from St. Edward’s University in Austin, and her mas-
ter’s in administration from Texas A&I, Kingsville. She 
taught in Catholic schools in Brownsville, Corpus Chris-
ti, Kingsville, Port Isabel and Beeville.   She worked 
as   registrar at IWA secondary level in Corpus Christi, 
and was principal at Immaculate Conception School in 
Brownsville, Our Lady of Victory School in Beeville, and 
Sacred Heart School in Corpus Christi,  serving in that 
capacity for twelve years.   Sister Celestine taught CCD 
classes in local parishes, and summer bible school for 
elementary children  in Sister Bay (Door County), Wis-
consin.
	 Within the Incarnate Word community, Sister Celes-
tine was assigned and gave of her services as councilor 

and as Sister-in-charge at the Browns-
ville convent, having held the office of 
Sister-in-charge there until the time 
of her death.   She worked diligently 
and faithfully on various commit-
tees and commissions, and served as 
a delegate to general chapters of the 
congregation.  In Brownsville, Sister 
Celestine  worked with and had been 
director of the Associates of the Incar-
nate Word for twenty-one years.
	 Since 1998, Sister Celestine 
was registrar and dean of academics 
at Villa Maria Language Institute in 
Brownsville.   In January of 2007,  she 
became the co-director of  Villa Maria 
Language Institute.
	 Sister Celestine was preceded 
in death by her parents, Agapito and 

Maria Concepcion,  her brother Jose 
Agapito,Jr., and her sister-in-law, Teresa Pulido.  She is 
survived by three nieces:  Anna Margot Pulido Rookstool, 
Angelica Maria Pulido, and Rosa Marlen Pulido Atkinson; 
two nephews:  Agapito Xavier Pulido and Mario Joel Pu-
lido; and several grand nieces and nephews.
	 Sister Mary Celestine’s funeral arrangements were 
under the direction of Darling Mouser Funeral Home 
in Brownsville.   The Christian wake service took place 
at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, November 30, 2007, at Darling 
Mouser Funeral Home; the Mass of Resurrection was 
celebrated by Most Rev. Bishop Raymundo Pena and sev-
eral other priests on December 1, 2007 at 2:00 p.m., at St. 
Mary Mother of the Church Parish.   Burial followed at 
Buena Vista Cemetery in Brownsville.
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“Be steadfast and firm 
in the decision made 

under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit.”

– Venerable Jeanne de Matel, Journal 1:3
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Change Service Requested

In Memory of: 
(beginning 10-26-07)

Mary Sylvia Gansle  
Elaine Longoria-Carter,Penny Pacheco,
Bob Smiley, Genevieve C Thoene, Roland 
and Mary Longoria, Ed and Jerry Russek, 
May Jeanette Kollaja, Dolores Vesely, 
Mr.and Mrs. R.E. Batterson,,Dorothy D. 
Meehleib, Janet Newcomb, Chuck Gross, 
Alice and Michele Didear

Rosario Garcia
Rolando and Mary Longoria

Emil “Buddy” Habeeb
Dick Bullajian Family, Mr. and Mrs. Pete 
Haney, Mary Ann Charba, Leon Little, 
Sam and Angelie Floerke

Sister Nancy Johnson
Merle and Patricia Lindsey

Nora Cleo Johnston
May Jeanette Kollaja, Penny Pacheco, 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Dreyer

Sister Rose Lynch
Grace Hooper

Stanley Pence
Helene P. Gibson

Sister Mary Celestine Pulido
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Havre, Dolores 
Vesely, Mrs. Ester Tobin, Henry and Irma 
Riojas, David and Alice Vargas, Christian 
Brothers (Arthur, David, Chris), Roland 
and Mary Longoria, Juan and Mariela 
Rodriguez,Sister Celestine and Mary Ann 
(St. Mary Convent in Port Arthur), Tara 
Putegnat, Frank and Jean Murakawa, 
Doris and Ivan Igarashi, Maria Isabel 
Schoenmakers, Deacon Paul McArdle, 
Stanley and Nora Ginoza, Christian 
Brothers(Arthur, David, Chris) 

Gift in Memory or Honor

Your gift, as a memorial remembrance or 
in honor of a special occasion, can have 
a special meaning and assist those in 
need...now and in the years to come.

o	 In Honor Of

	 Name________________________

	 Occasion_____________________

o	 In Memory Of
	 Please send an acknowledgement card in 

my/our name to:
	 (The amount of your gift is not mentioned)

	 Name________________________

	 Street_ ______________________

	 City_______________ Zip_______


