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Sister Adrian Clare
Modeled a Life of Deep Faith and Integrity

	 “She portrays a character of 
stability and a deep devotion to duty.  
Her spiritual life is of a high caliber as 
evidenced by her . . . daily attendance 
at Mass.  Her moral character is beyond 
reproach.”  This statement from a letter 
of recommendation for entrance into the 
convent rings true to those who would 
later encounter Sr. Adrian Clare Wolfe 
as teacher, mentor and friend.  Her love 
of the Mass and unbending personal 
integrity were constants in her life.  Sr. 
Adrian Clare died as simply as she lived at 
Incarnate Word Convent in Brownsville, 
Texas, on April 23, 2009.  

Born in New Orleans, Louisiana, on June 3, 1930, Sr. Adrian 
Clare first met the Incarnate Word Sisters when her family 
moved to Corpus Christi and she enrolled in the fourth grade at 
Incarnate Word Academy.  Although her family was not Catholic, 
she chose to be baptized into the Catholic Church shortly before 
her eleventh birthday.     She applied to join the Sisters after her 
graduation from high school.  Sister made her first profession 
April 15, 1950 and professed perpetual vows April 18, 1953.  

Sr. Adrian Clare received her B.A in English from Incarnate 
Word College, San Antonio and her M.A in English from St. 
Louis University in St. Louis, Missouri.  She also held a Choir 
Master Certificate from the Gregorian Institute of America.  
Certified to teach in both elementary and secondary schools, 
she taught at Sacred Heart School in Sinton; at St. Patrick’s 
School—where she also served as principal, Incarnate Word 
Academy and Christopher Junior College in Corpus Christi.

In the Diocese of Brownsville, Sr. Adrian Clare taught and 
served as principal at Villa Maria High School.   Additional 
positions in the diocese included from time to time Advocate 
and Director of the Marriage Tribunal, Vicar for Religious, 
President of the Council of Religious and Chair of Region 12 
of the National Sisters Vocation Conference.  Sister served 
as Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist and was active 
in literacy training.  She was also quietly supportive of 
many initiatives addressing local and national social justice 
concerns.  After she formally retired, she continued to tutor 
seminarians and priests in English language usage, and 
offered ministry training for the laity.  

Sr. Adrian Clare served her community 
in a variety of positions, including 
General Councilor, Director of Formation 
and Council representative to various 
congregational commissions.

Messages of condolence to the community 
at the time of her death confirm the 
insight expressed in the letter of 
recommendation so many years earlier 
and indicate the effect of her fifty-nine 
years of vowed fidelity.  . . . a very special 
lady . . . she influenced many of us in 
so many ways . . . she inspired me to 
do good things in the world . . . I carry 
her teachings within me as I will carry 

her memory with me forever . . . She 
was everything a Sister should be. . . 
. She was a pillar of faith, strength, 
devotion and love.  She was strict but 

fair. . . .  She was a 
wonderful example 
for us to follow.
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Rev. Gregory A. Boensch
Marie O. Frontera, Mary Agnes Harris, Alton and Rosalie 
Jones, Dolores Vesely

Mary Busker
Andrew Busker

George Allen Crowley
Helene Gibson

Margaret Mary Till Hoelscher
Ms. Margaret Sciantarelli and family, Mary and Barbara 
Russell

Maria Rosario Garcia
Mary G. and Rolando S. Longoria

Albin Janosek
Joseph and Cecilia Janosek, Jim and Veronica Lankford, 
Dolores Vesely, Arturo and Mary Salinas, Andy and Mary 
Louise Scott, May Jeannette Kollaja, Kay West, Leroy and 
Mary Ellen Ryza

Catherine Grant (Tad) Kelly
Mrs. Vernon Krause, Catherine’s family: Gerry, Moggie, 
Toosie, Larry and Leroy

Dustin Knoblauch
Mr. and Mrs. W. D. McNair

Vernon Krause
Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Dreyer

Frank and Margaret Kuntscher
Terry and Judy Temple

Fay Laudadio
Mrs. Vernon Krause, Laudadio Family, James and Caryl 
Devlin, Ronny and Peggy Fritz, Dr. and Mrs. Ellen Flood, 
CDR John J. and Margaret Foley

Sister Nativity Mostyn
Denis and Nuala Tarrant

Victor and Gaye Remlinger
Terry and Judy Temple

David Salinas
Dora Salinas and the Salinas family

Scott and Josephine Temple and son Scott
Terry and Judy Temple

Delia Vasquez

In Honor Of 
2009 Jubilarians: 
Sister Mary Anselm Till, Sister Mary Catherine Brehony, 
Sister Kathleen McDonagh and Sister Mary Jude Janecek
Manfred and Lore Hofstaedter, Helene P. Gibson, Connie 
Cueva, Deacon Heriberto and Lee Trevino, Albert E. Till

Sister Kathleen McDonagh
Gregor Seagrave

Sister Catherine Brehony
Anne Rabalais, Jerry and Ann Keehan

Bequeathed donation to the 
Sisters

Msgr. Alvin Joseph Tengler
Mr. and Mrs. R. C. Allen, Andrew 
Busker, Mike and Joyce McGuill, 
Rick and Melanie Richardson, 
Mary E. Meyer, Joe and Margaret 
McGuill, Margaret Sciantarelli, 
Patricia S. Borglund, Ms. Dorothy 
Krause, Casper and Emily Wenzel, 
Dolores Gillece, LCDR Frederick 
and Lena Helle, Mr. and Mrs. 
R. L. Fritz, Maria G. Ramos, Deborah Sullivan, Gail 
Wagner and Family, Mrs. Lillian Speed, Mrs. Dolores E. 
Vesely, Ms. Mary Ann Sternadel, David and Evelyn Yeary, 
Capt. R. E. and Hilda Batterson, Ed and Betty Rotter, 
Sr. Suzanne Friedmann, Harry and Jeanie Kemp, Diane 
Peters, Margaret Rose (Penny) Pacheco, Jeannette Stryk 
Miles, Olga and Donald Stryk, Bernice M. Heard, Roland 
and Mary Longoria, M. T. and Elaine Carter, John and Pat 
Flory, Gerry Thomson, Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Dryer

Philomena Busker Walker
May Jeanette Kollaja. Margaret Rose Pacheco

Sister Adrian Clare Wolfe
Margaret Rose (Penny) Pacheco, Marli E. Mooberry, Jesus 
and Emma Guevara, Leroy and Mary Ellen Ryza, Andy 
Busker, Dr Luis Agnese, Jr., Dr. Carlos O. Canales, Ernesto 
Cortez, Sister Mary Ann Potts and Sister Helen Rottier, 
CSJ, Felicitas Villarreal, Deacon Paul McArdle, Alejandra, 
Dolores, Carmen Perez and families, Dolores Vesely, 
Margaret Solis, Leonel and Diana Rosales, Tony Martinez

In Memory of: (beginning April 2009)
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Gift in Memory or Honor
Your gift, as a memorial remembrance or in honor of a special occasion, can have a special meaning 
and assist those in need...now and in the years to come.

o	 In Honor Of

	 Name_________________________________________________________________________

	 Occasion_ _____________________________________________________________________

o	 In Memory Of
	 Please send an acknowledgement card in my/our name to:
	 (The amount of your gift is not mentioned)

	 Name_________________________________________________________________________

	 Street_________________________________________________________________________

	 City_ ____________________________________________ Zip___________________________


